











LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~~ Linda Todd

h my goodness! Where did the
O time go? Seems like only last

week when we were given the
music for our new competition ballad
and now the whole weekend is over!

Right after Christmas, the chorus was
busy preparing for and then enjoying
Valentine’s Day. We had numerous
quartets busy delivering singing
valentines to homes, offices, schools,
etc. throughout the city and vicinity. It’s
one of those times of years that we look
forward to because we just have so
much fun. Once Valentine’s was over, it
was time to continue with contest
preparations.

London chorus sends our
congratulations to all competing
quartets and choruses. It was a great
contest weekend with wonderful
singing and the chance to reconnect
with our Region 2 Sweet Adelines
sisters. Our hope is that everyone had a
safe journey home and we'’re looking
forward to seeing everyone again soon.

Friday night of contest weekend was a
wonderful start for our chorus. We
were eagerly watching from the
audience while our two competing
quartets took the stage. The excitement
was at a fever pitch as Splice and
Firefly both did us proud. Despite
changes in members, both quartets did
an amazing job with Splice earning
fifth-place honours and Firefly
emerging as the winners. We're excited
for these eight amazing singers and will

be rooting for Firefly who will take the
stage in Honolulu to represent Region
2.

With the induction of Firefly into the
Purple Ribbon Gang as last year’s
winners, it was their turn to perform
their swan song. Julia Beadle and
Michele Decman were repeat quartet
winners and watched with pride as
Brenda Cameron and Marianne Gotz
received their purple ribbons. The
entire chorus was very proud of our
dear Michele Decman who was able to
take her rightful place on the stage for
this emotional performance. Michele is
recovering well from some very serious
medical issues and we were overjoyed
to see her sharing her gift with us all.
Thank you to our Region 2 sisters for
your wonderful support of Michele
during this time.

On Saturday, the chorus took the stage
in mid-afternoon. We had prepared
well and were excited for our new
members as we shared this journey.
The chorus loves and thanks our
coaches for sharing their specialties
with us. What a thrill to have placed
first in the Mid-Sized AA category as
well as second place in the region! In
addition, it was exciting to score over
600 points, lead by master director Julia
Beadle. It was indeed a very positive
and exciting weekend on so many
levels.

Returning home, we held our chapter
birthday party and greeted our

incoming board members. As usual, we
sang for each other and enjoyed far too
much food. Debby Elliott was presented
with the Mary Wilson Memorial Award,
as voted on by all the members. The
honour of being selected as London’s
Sweet Adeline of the Year went to
Marsha J. Smith. Needless to say, both
members were thrilled and the awards
were well-deserved. It was also an
opportunity for our three non-
competing quartets to perform for us.
Thanks to Firefly, In a Heartbeat,
Venture and Everyday People and
soloist Jiggs Gough for some wonderful
music. A good time was had by all.

Now, our thoughts turn to Honolulu
and this year’s International
competition in November. It will be our
great honour to represent Region 2,
with Firefly in the quartet contest and
the chorus in the Harmony Classic’s
Mid-Sized AA division. What
excitement! Just to keep us busy in the
interim, we’ll be holding our second
annual “June’s Tunes and Bargoons”
show on June 20 at the Lucan
Community Centre. The fun starts at 6
p.m. and will include lots of singing as
well as crafters and vendors tables. To
join in the fun, just contact anyone in
the chorus for tickets. Hope some of you
are able to join us.

Best wishes from London chorus to all
our Region 2 buddies for a terrific
summer. Stay safe and keep singing!
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SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Diane O'Neill

Chorus 2013!

Seaway Sounds Chorus, under the
direction of Michelle St. Onge-Mitchell,
was proud to share the 2013 Most
Improved Chorus award with
CROSSROADS CHORUS, under the
direction of James Whitten, at the
Region 2 Competition in Dearborn,
Michigan. We congratulate Crossroads
for a job well done!

Improving from a C- to C+ chorus
standing, Seaway Sounds improved 52
points over last year's scores. Thanks
go not only to chorus members who
worked so hard all year, and our
amazing director Michelle, but also to
our assistant director Rose Johnson,
awesome section leaders Rose Johnson,
Janet Lomasney and Margaret Anne
McKichan and our extraordinary
choreographer Diane Lambert. We also
owe a big thank-you to our coaches
who had so much faith in us, Julia
Beadle and Greg Backwell. The
excitement of hearing our name called
on stage was something we have waited
for a very long time. It was probably
obvious to everyone in the building
when the cheers erupted in the balcony
from chorus sisters who were so proud

S eaway Sounds Most Improved

of our director and team leader as they
represented us. The joy carried on
through dinner, and late into the night
as we gathered to share our
achievement with one another. And our
coach and her winning quartet Firefly
graced us with their talent to make the
evening even more special.

We welcomed three new members to
the contest stage with us this year. Erin
Fletcher, bass, and Denise Robertson-
Tang and Carol Gilmurray, leads. How
great to be able to share our excitement
with them. Welcome ladies, you are a
true asset to Seaway Sounds. If they
weren't “hooked on barbershop” before,
they are now ... as their first
competition experience was such a
special one. Also returning to the
contest stage after an extended leave,
Diane O'Neill, Lead.

We also said farewell to one of our
section leaders who retires after being a
Sweet Adeline for 32 years! Janet
Lomasney, bass section leader for many
years, originally came to Seaway
Sounds when the River District chorus
disbanded on the American side of the
border. We congratulate her, and we
miss her already. She promises to visit
us often, and we will hold her to it.

When the American members of River
District Chorus joined Seaway Sounds,
we became one of only two choruses in
the region that can consider them truly
International, with members from two
countries. We enjoy our friendships ...
although being a Canadian/American
chorus does have its challenges. Those
pesky vowels often just don't match!

The chorus held our annual
installation dinner May 9 and welcomed
returning team leader Margaret Anne
McKichan, assistant team leader and
secretary Danielle Sauve and treasurer
Ev St. Onge. We also named our Sweet
Adeline of the Year, B] Swarts. BJ is our
membership chair, and has been a
member of the chorus and the bass
section since 1999. She works hard for
Seaway Sounds, and it was a pleasure to
honor her.

Seaway Sounds Chorus celebrates our
30th anniversary in June. With a busy
contest season, and summer events
coming up, we will celebrate this
milestone in October with former
members, friends and family. Plans are
underway for a special evening of
dinner, dancing and entertainment
barbershop style!
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS st. Clair Shores, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche

ou all know what a “good tired” is?

Well, Shoreline experienced it

March 1-3 at the Pontiac Marriott
Centerpoint participating in a fabulous
retreat. We felt comfortable and
positive with Traci Martin and Linda
Liddicoatt coaching all weekend. We
were helped additionally Saturday
afternoon and Sunday morning by
Maria Christian who introduced
characterization into the mix. We spent
hours “getting a handle” on our new
uptune, plus choreography (thanks to
Linda Hardie). Singing with the “reeds,
using buoyancy.

April 3 was a singout at Waldon
Woods Assisted Living. About 20 of us
enjoyed the sunny, crisp, cold day and
hopefully brightened that day for the
residents.

Two weeks before contest Shoreline’s
own queen Patti Britz-Stensaker (and
Arne) showed up at rehearsal to cheer
us on and pass out warm hugs. What a
shot in the arm that was for everyone,
and Patti is looking fabulously healthy!

Is there ever any doubt in the
attraction of this special organization
called Sweet Adelines? I think not!
Jennifer Dees (Eggleston) was an East

»”

Pointe (now Shoreline) member from
1988-90. The Army then called her as
well as several careers until 25 years
later she found her way back to Sweet
Adelines (now Potomac Harmony in
Region 14), under director Ozzi Mask.
Jennifer thanks Linda Liddicoatt and
Diane Catellane for their love of music
which has inspired her to excel with
Potomac and become part of a quartet.
Strong proof exists from Jennifer of our
amazing leaders, Linda and Diane!

A warm and loving thank-you to all
family and friends who came to view
our contest package. We just don't tell
you often enough how much we
appreciate you and thank you for your
sacrifices!

Another Region 2 competition has
flashed past us, and we applaud all our
winners. Quartet first place winners,
Firefly, gave us crystal-clear singing
and beautiful ringing chords. Allure and
STUDIO 4 also gave great
performances, placing second and third.
A big accolade to SEAWAY SOUNDS
CHORUS for claiming Most Improved
with a huge 52 points! GREAT LAKES
CHORUS produced an AMAZING
performance for a well-earned blue

ribbon and a spectacular 636 points!
We all salute you, your hard work,
dedication and resulting achievement.
Another version of “amazing” was
Dancin’ Queen, LeAnn K. Hazlett and
her sparkling SPIRIT OF DETROIT
CHORUS. It can be safely said we all
witnessed a side of LeAnn seldom IF
EVER seen before. She rocked the house
and held us in the palm of her hand!
Shoreline presented our package with
character, energy and much love and
were well received with love in return
by the Region 2 audience. We shall
proudly wear our medals this coming
year (second place mid-size and third
place overall finalists.)

Shoreline Sound celebrated its 35
years of existence at our installation
dinner, with several of our Overtones
and Associates in attendance to enjoy
the occasion. We honored our special
president, Becky Cherry as Sweet
Adeline of the Year. No one works as
tirelessly and loyally as does Becky. Just
Friends sang a special rendition of
“Friends,” for entertainment and there
was not a dry eye in the house.

Here comes summer ... enjoy every
minute of it!
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SONG OF THE LAKES CHORUS Davison, Michigan ~~ Carole Essenmacher

spring garden as the Song of the Lakes Chorus hosted

its third annual Tea Garden Luncheon. We were
pleased to have a sold out event this year. The activity
center hall was full of beautifully decorated tables, each
with a different theme designed by chorus members. Betty
Morgan hosted a Hollywood table. Marilyn Monroe (alias
grand daughter, Susan Laidler) sat at Betty’s table and
circulated around the room to greet the guests.

The Davison Senior Center was transformed into a lush

Member, Justine Speer, hosted an

Elvis theme so naturally Marilyn

Monroe had to visit that table. (See

photo of Marilyn and Elvis) Some

other themes include Hawaii, Teddy

Bear’s Picnic, Africa, Rose Garden,

Music, Farm, Barbie and others. In

addition to the beautiful decorations

the guests were served a delicious lunch of finger
sandwiches, quiche, chicken salad and fruit garnish. The
dessert was gourmet cake with an edible orchid. While the
guests ate their meal, they were treated to entertainment
by Naturally Quartet, Region 17 Champions. This was
followed by the Song of the Lakes Sweet Adelines Chorus.
Many of those who attended the tea expressed their desire
to reserve their seat for next year’s tea. Fun was had by all
including the chorus members and we are looking forward
to next year’s tea.

Heart of Essex photos from regional competition weekend,
sendoff show, and a retiring Dolores Foreman.
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BLUEWATER ¢ CARILLON BELLES ¢« CROSSROADS HARMONY ¢ FENTON LAKES ¢ FESTIVAL SOUNDS -
GRAND HARMONY ¢ GRAND TRAVERSE ¢ GREAT LAKES « HEART OF ESSEX « HEART OF MICHIGAN o
HEARTLAND HARMONY ¢ LOCK CITIES « LONDON ¢ MICHIGAN NORTHERN LIGHTS ¢ RIVERLIGHTS
HARMONY ¢ SEAWAY SOUNDS « SHORELINE SOUND ¢ SONG OF THE LAKES ¢ SPIRIT OF DETROIT -
SUNRISE HARMONY ¢ TRI CITY « WATER WONDERLAND

BORDER LAKES REGION 2
&
SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR 2013-2014
2013 2014
May 19 WATER WONDERLAND — CELEBRATES 40 YEARS JANUARY 24-25  WINTER REGIONAL WEEKEND
JUNE 1 ARRANGERS SCHOOL (TENTATIVE, FOUR POINTS, LONDON)
PORT HURON GIRL SCOUT CENTER SEPT.12-14 FALL REGIONAL WEEKEND — THE Buzz
JUNE 1 CHAPTER LEADERSHIP TRAINING APRIL 24-26 REGIONAL CONVENTION -- DEARBORN
PORT HURON GIRL SCOUT CENTER APRIL 27 RMT INSTALLATION
JUNE 20 LONDON - JUNE TUNES & BARGOONS NOVEMBER 3-9  INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
JUNE 22 HARMONY CAMP - DAVISON SENIOR CENTER BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
YWIH BENEFIT SHOW - DAVISON HIGH SCHOOL
JuLy 20 RMT MEETING — CHATHAM, CANADA 2015
AUGUST 23 DEADLINE FOR BORDER LIGHTS ARTICLES 4/23-26 REGIONAL CONVENTION
SEPT. 13-14 FALL REGIONAL WEEKEND — KATHY CARMODY 10/5-10 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
FOUR POINTS, LONDON LAS VEGAS NV
SEPT. 21 GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS — SONGS IN THE 2016
KEY OF LOVE 10/17-22 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
OCTOBER 4 SPIRIT OF DETROIT CABARET/DINNER LAS VEGAS NV
DEARBORN 2017
OCTOBER 12 HEARTLAND HARMONY 10/9-14 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
CHRISTMAS CAROLLE LAs VEGAS, NV
(CrAssIC DICKENS W/A 215" MODERN TWIST)
OCTOBER 26 GREAT LaKEs CHorus sHow GREAT LAKES, THE MUSICAL

NOVEMBER 4-9  INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
HoNoOLULU, HAWAII

DECEMBER 7 SONG OF THE LAKES SECOND ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS WASSAIL FEAST AND SHOW

REGIONAL COORDINATOR SUPPORT ASSIGNMENTS TO BE UPDATED AT A LATER TIME

NOMINATING CHAIR JOANN KRAMER ® BORDER LIGHTS NEWSLETTER LINDA MAY ® WEBMASTER SHEILA WORTHINGTON ® MUSIC
SPECIALIST SUSAN HEIMBURGER @ PRG LIAISONS LINDA CLEMENTS & LOIS KELLY ® 25-YEAR PIN AWARD DIANA GREGG ® REGISTRAR,
EDUCATION EVENTS HENNY FORD ® CHAIR OF THE REGIONAL CONVENTION (CRC) TBA ® DCP COORDINATOR PEGGI STARKEY @
YWIH Co0-COORDINATORS NAN WARDIN & JILL KIENITZ ® ARRANGERS COORDINATOR SUSAN HEIMBURGER ® SUPPORT STAFF CHRIS

NOTEWARE, JEANNE LUNDBERG ® QUARTET CO-COORDINATORS LESLIE RAWLINS , NORMA MILLER & KIT GRABOWSKI
@ MUSIC LIBRARIAN POLLY SNIDER ® DIRECTOR SPECIALISTS LINDA LIDDICOATT & JEANNE LUNDBERG






