A CAPPELLA BELLA CHORUS Muskegon, Michigan ~~ Kathy Niergarth
reetings from Michigan’s West Coast! It’s a clear, sunny day with a beautiful blue sky, and the bit of
snow we received Tuesday has disappeared. Only the 21 mph winds and resulting wind chill remind
us it is actually winter.

G

The Bellas continue to meet each week via Zoom. Director Marilee Wexstaff shares her agenda with us,
including the music we will be rehearsing. We are utilizing breakout rooms for sectionals where we sing
our parts to each other, a good way to check for correct notes and tempo. Attendance is strong.
Jill Watson joined our virtual meeting Oct.14 for a mini coaching session targeting physical and vocal warmups and breath
capacity. Her suggestions were practical to incorporate into our daily routines and brought a smile to our faces as she
encouraged us to stand tall and breathe like we were trying to keep that strapless prom formal up!
As we entered November, most of the Bellas had family or friends that were touched by COVID-19. Our members in the
workforce managed offices, and our teachers continued to educate their young students either in person or virtually. Others
provided care for their grandchildren. Bellas volunteered at food pantries and sewed masks. We kept busy.
I attended the Region 2 Marketing/PR Workshop hosted by Cathy Maxwell on Nov. 28. Members from across Region 2 shared
strategies that have worked for their choruses. By the time the meeting wrapped up, I had a folder full of innovative ideas to
implement. I’m looking forward to our next meeting on Jan. 30. Cathy runs amazing workshops!
The Bellas usually have a Christmas concert in December. We decided to share snippets of past concerts on our website and
Facebook pages the two weeks leading up to Christmas Eve. Traffic on our FB page increased during that time, and we were
sure to respond to the comments we received.
We ended the year with a very blingy
virtual Christmas Party Dec. 30. I
wish I had taken a screen shot as
every Bella attended! Social chairs
Julie Bredin and Cheryl Moe did a
wonderful job of organizing games
and prizes, assisted by Marilee
Wexstaff. Linda Herbert won the
award for being most festive – she
changed her outfit five times! Sandi
Hale won the sparkle award for the
most bling, and Esther Breiding was
voted least festive. Now, Esther WAS
wearing bling, she just didn't wear as
much bling as the other Bellas. We
played Music Trivia and Name That
Christmas Tune. We were our usual
crazy selves, which brought an air of
normalcy to the end of a very
abnormal 2020.
Until we meet again, stay healthy and
safe.
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BLUEWATER CHORUS Owen Sound, Ontario ~~ Susan Long
appy New Year everyone! The ladies of Bluewater chorus hope you had a great holiday and managed
to stay safe and healthy during this unprecedented time in history. Here in Canada, vaccines are
starting to arrive so that gives us all some hope for a light at the end of a very long tunnel.

H

We’re glad that 2020 is finally over because it was a rough year for us. Sadly, a number of our members lost
a loved one in 2020. Our hearts went out to them via phone calls or emails but we couldn’t get together to
give our support due to COVID restrictions. In addition, a number of members have had major challenges with their health or
the health of a family member. Cancer, heart attack and other health issues still happened in spite of COVID. Unfortunately,
several members are retiring from our chorus for personal reasons so our small group got even smaller! We have been hearing
about many of you who are getting together remotely and still enjoying our craft of singing. Due to the rural nature of Grey
Bruce County, our Internet is not very reliable in many households so connecting the chorus by Zoom or other social media
won’t work for us. We haven’t been able to sing together for quite some time.
We did get together in August 2020 for a potluck with appetizers and desserts on Marlene’s large property while we socially
distanced and wore masks when we weren’t eating. We took turns and sang a few songs while standing in hula loops spread 16
feet apart around her yard. It was interesting how you could hear yourself as a soloist and maybe one or two others nearby but
the goose bumps you get from singing four-part harmony was definitely missing. We look forward to the day when we can
stand beside each other again and sing our hearts out!
n the fall of 2020, Bluewater celebrated 40 years with
Sweet Adelines. We have a number of members who have
been with the chorus since the early days. I asked Jean how
it all began.
In 1977 a group of six young gals wanted to barbershop
together. One of their husband’s was a barbershopper so they
knew how fun it could be to sing that style. They practiced by
standing around a piano while someone plunked out the
notes of an old barbershop song. When they were younger,
some of them had belonged to a singing group called the Teen
Tones, so they asked some Teen Tones friends to join their
new group.
Once they got enough singers, their first show was with the
London Men’s Chorus and a men’s quartet. They were able to
officially charter with Sweet Adelines in the fall of 1980.
During their journey they had help and advice from the
London Men’s chorus and local Sweet Adelines groups in
Hanover and Elmira. The group usually fluctuated between
20 to 30 ladies and at one point they had about 40 on stage
competing.
With so many young members there were some
competitions when one or two of them were pregnant.
Several maternity outfits were passed around from one year

I

to the next. I had a chance to look back at the photo album of
competition pictures over the years. Those days it seems you
tried to look as identical as possible. Jean spoke of structured
undergarments to flatten out your curves, false eyelashes,
bright cheeks, lipstick and eye shadow, identical hairpieces,
long glamorous gowns, or other outfits that had a theme to tie
the look together. I guess some of the larger choruses might
do that now but with our small group it doesn’t happen. I’ve
included the photo from one of the early competitions in
1986.
For our 40th we had planned on celebrating by taking a
“Sentimental Journey” (one of our new songs we were
learning for the show) of the last 40 years, but of course that
is on hold for now. When things are safe again, we will invite
the community and all past members to join in the fun. We
are collecting recipes for a 40th anniversary cookbook from
past and present members to sell at the show. We definitely
have lots of activities to look forward to when we go back to
normal (whatever that means!)
We are all coping in our own ways through this unusual
time. Wishing you all the best whatever your days look like.
We look forward to hearing some of you sing at the next
regionals whenever that happens!

More Bluewater photos
on the next page
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CARILLON BELLES CHORUS Simcoe, Ontario ~~ Sandra Reid
ur small-sized chorus has been busy continuing with our rehearsals in the Zoom platform, under the capable direction of
Heidi Bowman. We continue to learn and sing, despite not meeting in person. We now have a new provider for our
website, and are pleased that our tenor, Diana Calder, has taken on these responsibilities in setting up our new website.
In December our chorus took part in a virtual presentation by our local radio station. This past fall and winter have provided
exemplary opportunities for us to participate in region planned workshops, as well as invitations to participate in coaching
sessions from other choruses in our region. These opportunities have been enriching and encouraging for our members.

O
Bari

Bass

Lead

Director, Heidi

Bluewater Chorus masked and unmasked

Bowman
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FENTON LAKES CHORUS Fenton, Michigan ~~ Nancy Liedel
ell, since our last “Border Lights,” things haven’t changed much. We’re still rehearsing via Zoom much
like everyone else. We all have experienced Zoom fatigue here and there. But, for the most part, we are
having a good turnout for our rehearsals!

W

We did accept our annual singing engagement in
Frankenmuth. We were outside, socially distanced, and
masked. Although, it was not the most gratifying singing
experience for us (very hard to sing in a mask!), it was a
wonderful experience with the people who stopped to listen.
They were beyond generous with the compliments and the
tips! They were all looking for a bit of “normal” during the
holidays and were so very grateful to see us there. It made
our hearts very happy and theirs as well! Thanks to Chris
Perry for the lovely matching masks! They gave us a unified
and festive look!
We also held our annual Christmas party via Zoom! What a
hoot! We did a few trivia games and even managed to do a
White Elephant gift exchange! We were each assigned a
chorus member to buy a gift from Amazon and send it to
them. Then we all opened them at our Zoom party! It turned
out fabulous! No one knew who their gifts were from until
they were opened. What fun!
We’re back to regular rehearsals after the Christmas
holidays. Reviewing music that we learned over last summer
and preparing to learn new music! We’d like to take a
moment to thank our director, Jeanne Lundberg for working
so very hard to keep our chorus going through this very
difficult time. She works tirelessly and is always positive. It’s
a joy to have her at the helm!
We hope you all are
safe and healthy. We
miss you desperately
and can’t wait to see
you all again!
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FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS Stratford, Ontario
~~ Brenda Atchison with Joyce Hanson & Anne Matheson
am just a fledgling member (13 years) of this chorus in comparison to our two longtime members.

I
Brenda Atchison

For this submission, I have asked them to share some of their early memories, and a bit of history of the
origins of this chorus. Anne Matheson, a 46-year member, and Joyce Hanson a 49-year member, are
permanent fixtures in this chorus, and I doubt that we could function without them! Anne sings bass, while
Joyce sings lead. Anne has also been our pitch pipe blower for about the last 15 years. My thanks to both of
these ladies for their contributions to this report. The chorus has a present membership of 22.

History of Festival Sounds Chorus
(Written by a proud 46-year member of Festival Sounds
Chorus, Anne Matheson) Our beloved chorus began with a
group of 16 teenage high school girls who were organized
by their peer Marlene Love (Fagan) in her mother’s living
room. Back then, they named themselves the Woodstock
Harmony Belles. On June 26, 1957, this energetic group of
29 young women, each wearing a beautiful turquoise gown,
received their charter and were renamed the Woodstock
Anne Matheson
Chapter Sweet Adelines. The chorus was under the direction
of a young barber shopper named Keith Nicholls. The
membership fee was $10 a year.
At their first birthday dinner, the chorus celebrated with 39 members in their
roster. At this point the Woodstock Chapter was in Region 16 and eventually in
the late ‘60s, the Woodstock Chorus became involved in Region 2. Every year, a
show was produced at the Woodstock High School auditorium with audiences of
700 people, where the tickets cost $1.50 for adults and $1 for students.
In 1968, with membership in jeopardy, it was decided to join with a group of
women from the Tavistock and Stratford area, forming the T.W.S. (Tavistock,
Woodstock, Stratford) Chapter of Region 2. Our weekly practices were moved to
Tavistock and eventually to Stratford. Because of our location in the
Shakespearean Festival city of Stratford, our name was changed from T.W.S. to
the Festival Sounds Chorus. For a few years our show was produced at the Avon
Theatre with audiences of 800 people in attendance. Our shows were always
MCd by a local celeb Leon Paul and in 1973 the champion male quartet
“Gentlemen’s Agreement” was our special guest.
Back when each chorus celebrated their birthday, all the choruses from far and
wide would come and join in the festivities. There might have been 150 guests
come by car or by the bus load to celebrate with us. We had different dress
themes at each party. I recall one year when we held the Gong Show (TV show),
where each chorus entered a crazy act. I still laugh when I recall the antics of
three girls in the same costume … yup a three-headed, six-legged singing
monster. Guess I think it was funny, as I was one of them! Oh … the good ol’
days!

Memories . . .
It was May of 1972 when I joined Sweet
Adelines. The chorus at that time was
called TWS (Tavistock
Woodstock Stratford
Chapter). I happened to
be at a baseball
function where I was
talking with Carol
(Plume) Bohnert. I’d
known Carol from our
baseball days, but
Joyce Hanson
didn’t know she was a
Sweet Adeline. We had a nice talk that
night and I mentioned that I had always
enjoyed listening to barbershop music, so
lo and behold she invited me to join them
some night.
They were still rehearsing in Tavistock, so
not wanting to make the drive by myself, I
thought of asking my dear friend Ruthann
Bald. We worked together at Kroehler
Furniture Co. (in the office) and I knew
Ruthann liked music. She was game to
accompany me, and the rest is history.
I can remember the stormy nights coming
home from practice. You sure couldn’t see
the road, so here is Ruthann with her head
out the car window trying to keep me on
the road, some crazy or what. I’m not sure
how long Ruthann was a member but she
always looked forward to those nights
singing, and for me I’m still at it. Along the
way I have met a lot of wonderful friends,
gained lots of knowledge with barbershop
music, and I enjoy the harmony immensely.

At our 60th anniversary show on June 28, 2017, we honored our charter
member, Lynn Ropp, for her years of dedication as our director, mentor and
friend. What fun we had that night singing some good old songs with past
members.
Over the past 63 years, some 200 women have come and gone as members of
our organization. We’d like to think that these women retained the memories of
our close-knit family and the beautiful music we made together.
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Continued next page

FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS continued ~ Without Music the World would B=

1957

2017

Lynn Ropp and Anne Matheson at 60th
Anniversary Celebration 2017
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GRAND HARMONY CHORUS Kitchener-Waterloo, Ontario
~~ Jane Stoltz, Marketing Coordinator
rand Harmony Chorus had an inspiring 2020 Year!

G

local coaches, learned new warmups, made a Christmas
music video and had an online silent auction. A special thankyou to our Christmas show, management, music teams and
members for participating in this new way of learning, singing
and performing. We donated a portion of our monies raised
from the auction to a local charity, Women’s Crisis Services of
Waterloo Region which was very appreciative.

How Grand Harmony Chorus Was Formed
A group of women from the K-W four-part harmony chorus
wanted something different, so they took the leap and formed
a new ensemble. The original people who started this were
Diana Ceccato and the late Judy Ketchen, Peggy Senior,
Sharon Beard, Jackie Stewart and Sherry Helmka. The group
would practice in Sherry Helmka’s living room. They did not
have a bass, so they would use a four-part recording from
Sweet Adelines International. Each of the members took on
many executive roles for a while until more women joined the
chorus and they became hooked with the barbershop style of
music. There was much discussion on what the name should
be for the chorus and the founding members decided it
should be duly noted as Grand Harmony. Grand Harmony
Chorus chartered in March 1995. We have over 40 members
in our chorus and it has and it continues to be a fabulous
harmonious journey for everyone.

December normally is usually quite busy with performances,
as in previous years. This year, we were fortunate to have
some outings, which our members embraced, they had a new
twist to them, “Masked & Distanced Parking Lot Sing Outs.”
We sang at Trillium Lutheran Church in Kitchener on Dec 6.
Our MC was Claudia Stewart and organized by Dianne Ritz,
treasurer and Carrie Debrone, performance coordinator.

Grand Harmony Chorus navigated its way through an
interesting 2020 year, we took on many challenges, firstly
having zoom rehearsals. Our management, music and
performance teams brain-stormed and came up with positive
and wonderful ideas for skill development for our zoom
rehearsals.

Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to
the imagination, and life to everything. ~~ Plato

Change is inevitable in life. You can either resist it and
potentially get run over by it, or you can choose to cooperate
with it, adapt to it, and learn how to benefit from it. When you
embrace change, you will begin to see it as an opportunity for
growth. ~~ Jack Canfield

We also enjoyed caroling one beautiful winter evening as we
strolled through the beautiful Christmassy decorated
neighbourhood at Stonecroft Community Living in New
Hamburg on Dec. 20 and it ended with hot apple cider and
goodies courtesy of Elaine Lewis. We even had a resident,
Mary Beth McCabe, with many notable musical abilities, join
us to play the flute for a song at each of our stops. Our
members loved getting together at these sing outs, it
definitely was too long of time not be together.

There’s a saying, “something good is going to happen to you
today.” It is my wish that all of our sister choruses in Region 2
and all other regions, and throughout the Sweet Adelines
world, will soon return to their place on the risers this year!

We enjoyed learning opportunities from international and
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HEART of ESSEX CHORUS Essex, Ontario
~~ Debra DiDomenico and Joyce Clarke
Greetings
from the
Heart of
Essex
Chorus.
Thankfully 2020 is in the rearview
mirror. Covid cases in Ontario are out of
hand, and we are under a stay-at-home
order. We’re only allowed out for
groceries, medical appointments and
prescriptions – wearing a mask of
course. The border is still closed, and it
will be quite some time before we are
able to visit our U.S. neighbours. We all
need to pull together, adhering to the
health guidelines, to help get us through
these next few critical months. Vaccines
are now being administered, and by late
fall we should hopefully be singing
together in person again.
Our virtual Christmas party on Zoom
was a big success. Lois had us divided
up into four teams, and we each came
up with games to play, including Name
that Tune, What am I, Music Feud, True
or False, Riddles, Trivia, Christmas
Carol Bingo, and Scavenger Hunt. For
the last game, Covid finally came in
handy. Since we were at home, we were
provided with a list of things to search
for in our house. It was great fun, and a
wonderful evening.

hard motivating and educating us in all
things musical. We are working on two
new songs, and will be starting another
soon.
Here are some Heart of Essex
happenings since our last issue: Kim
Smith and Lois Kelly – retirements. Fran
Ferguson broke her tibia and was in the
hospital for weeks … doing well and
expected home soon. Lori Depatie had
long-awaited successful eye surgery.
Member Kathy Hogan lived in a sweet
home on Lake Erie which had been
fraught with high water levels, violent
storms, and ongoing high winds. In
November, her little sanctuary could no
longer hold up to a tornado. A 100year-old tree fell on her house, barely
missing her by inches, and demolished
half of her little abode. Just like that, she
was homeless. Many of our members
contacted our president Deb, and
director Lois asking what they could do
to help. “The HOE Gift for Kathy Fund”
was established. With the generosity of
current and former members, our small
chorus was able to provide Kathy with a
cash donation of almost $2,000 to help
her start finding a new home since hers
was no longer habitable. Of course
Kathy was overwhelmed with the
support, kindness, and generosity of her

singing sisters. She is now renting a
little cottage on a creek just up the road
from her old house. We are so grateful
that she was spared her life, and is still
joining us every Wednesday night on
our Zoom rehearsals singing her heart
out.
Here is a story with a truly happy
ending.
Member Karen Potter-Dancey’s son
Devin is a medic in the Canadian Forces,
stationed at a NATO base in Latvia. This
deployment, combined with the
pandemic, as well as online classes that
cut physical contact with family and
friends, were especially stressful on his
10-year-old twins. However, Devin
surprised them with a three-day, early
return home to the CFB Petawawa base
in Northern Ontario. There was no
better Christmas gift for all the family
than to know he was home healthy, safe
and sound. This Christmas Karen wasn’t
sad not having her son and his family
here locally. She had been given her
wish. Devin was at his home celebrating
Christmas with his family. This was the
best Christmas gift ever.
Happy New Year to all the choruses in
Region 2. Can’t wait to meet in person
in 2021.

Our director Lois continues to work
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HEART OF MICHIGAN CHORUS Shepherd, Michigan ~~ Bambi Howard
e get knocked down, but we
get up again! You are never
gonna keep us down! Or
something like that, is the theme
song for our chorus this year!

W

Who knew that our last rehearsal – driving home whiteknuckled in an early March snow storm. – would be our last
one in 2020?!
Who knew that our brand new director would have to resign
because of work?!
Who knew that our shiny new risers would spend their
entire first year being stored in a barn?!
We could have never imagined it!
We also could never have imagined holding entire rehearsals
on a computer or phone! We must be living like the Jetsons!
We could never have imagined regional events that required
no travel, hotel fees, or taking time off work!
We could never have imagined that the strong lungs we have
been developing, singing all these years, would SAVE OUR
LIVES!

The Heart of Michigan Chorus is resilient. We have polled
our members for our favorite regional songs and have
chosen to work on them during our Zoom-hearsals this
spring. The songs we chose speak to our faith that we are
going to get through this little bump in the road and move
forward.
“Loco-motion” reminds us that we have a “brand new dance,
now” and gets us excited to take on the journey.
“Chordbusters March” keeps us focused on bustin' those
chords; and “Let There be Peace on Earth” helps us
remember to not only cultivate peace within ourselves, but
to also spread peace in this crazy world we find ourselves
living in!
The Heart of Michigan is still beating strong! We have a
trailer being custom made for our brand new risers so we
can go on the road as soon as our chorus is ready. We will be
looking for a new director as soon as we can rehearse again.
If you have any leads for us, or would like to feel our pulse as
a guest director on a Zoom-hearsal, please contact our
president, Bambi Howard, at bambihoward0@gmail.com
Remember, nothing can keep us down!

TRI-CITY CHORUS Auburn and Bay City, Michigan ~~ Nancy Nieschulz
reetings from Tri-City Chorus. Tri-City has been having a wonderfully joyous time since last
reporting. During our Zoom meetings, we have delighted in displaying our face mask collections,
discussing our safety methods for sanitizing our dirty masks, sharing our individual
vaccination appointments, complaining about our frustration in getting a vaccine
appointment and finally, sharing how we are spending our personal free time during
our COVID cabin fever. Seriously, we are all safe and pray you are safe too until we
can sing together again.

G

Nila Krantz
Aug. 19, 1934 Jan. 7, 2021

Additionally, on January 7, we lost a past chorus member at the age of 86. Nila Krantz, from Midland, was
very active in chapter and region affairs. This creative baritone designed the beautiful 25-year pin that our
region uses to recognize member dedication to singing barbershop style music. Until we meet again, have a
Happy New Year.
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LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~~ Jo Kulik
s the days started to get shorter and
our outdoor “visit” time seemed to be
coming to an end, many of us wondered
how we would manage through the
upcoming Canadian winter weather. It didn't
take London chorus long to realize that things would go on
and we would continue to see each other often, grow as a
chorus, learn new techniques, learn new music and have fun.

A

Our weekly rehearsals are great. Our director and music staff
continue to amaze us in terms of how they can bring new
ideas to help us improve our vocal skills. We have had
coaching with Betty Clipman, Kim Wonders, Erin Howden, Jen
Cooke and lately, Jordan Travis. Each one has given us new
ways to look at things that we already know and do, and
sometimes adding new techniques giving us tips on how to
improve personally.
We welcomed another new grand baby. Dolores Bryant
introduced us to her first grand child. We can't wait to meet
Ryan in person. Anne Norman, our very talented florist taught
us how to create Christmas centerpieces or outdoor planters
during Saturday morning Zoom classes. We held an “inhouse” silent auction where members were invited to offer an
item that they had made. Items included” paintings, pickles,
jams, wreaths, jewellery, knitted and crocheted items and a
lovely charcuterie board. We had a great time bidding and
out-bidding each other, and then doing porch deliveries and
pick ups. Julia was surprised with a porch visit Christmas gift
from the chorus. Anne created a lovely centerpiece just for
her.

Christmas season was as busy as every, although we saved a
lot of money on gas, hall rental and props. We held a show
early in December as we always do, but this year it was
virtual. Each song was introduced by a different chorus
member and we performed our repertoire for ourselves, unmuting at the end of each song so that we could enjoy the
applause. To include our valued fans, we had an open carol
sing the last Wednesday in December and sang along with
Burl Ives, Bing Crosby and London Chorus. A fun time was
had by all and once our guests left we held our annual
Christmas party. Everyone brought appetizers and drinks and
we sang together, played games and wished each other a
Merry Christmas as our rehearsals were cancelled over the
holidays.
We continued our coffee breaks through the holidays and are
now back in full swing. We invited Jordan Travis to a
rehearsal in January and invited all of the small Canadian
choruses to join us. We had 73 on line at one time. Thanks to
all who were able to attend.
Regional weekends have been great and our chorus
attendance tells you how committed we are to working
together so that when we are able to stand together on the
risers we will be ready to forge forward. Stay safe Region 2,
we miss you.
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MOTOR CITY BLEND CHORUS Farmington Hills, Michigan ~~ Linda May
s much as we wish it were not so, we are
still sending greetings from the Motor City
Blend Chorus Zoom room here in
quarantine-land. We Sweet Adelines normally spend so many
of our hours, years and decades in close quarters, it’s
excruciating for groups as social as ours to be apart.
We learned a new song and submitted our videos and audio
files to be made into a performance through the magic of
technology. Technology allows us to rehearse, see each
others’ beautiful faces and catch up about who has COVID-19
or other illness and situations in their household. Many of our
members, their families, friends and colleagues have been
affected by COVID-19. Our Dr. Joyce Vaclav, an infectious
diseases physician, has been on the front lines right along. We
have members and family members on vaccine duty, hospital
workers, and first responders. They all get our protection
prayers and unending thanks for moving us toward the light
at the end of the tunnel.
We keep in touch to share happy stuff and laughs for good
mental health. Peggi Starkey offers us classes for continuous
learning and challenging ourselves; and our choreography is
online so we don’t get rusty. We hear announcements, as well
as learn from other teachers like Debbie Cleveland and Karen
Breidert and the talent in Glamour. We play Kahoot! We
“attended” the Coronet Club Show online and shared our
admiration in real time. Many of us checked into Toast of
Tampa’s rehearsal. Our members-only Facebook page is a
busy place. Our not-so-weekly (any more) newsletter has a
YOUNews feature and we learn a lot about a different
member’s life inside and outside (is there such a thing?) of
Sweet Adelines.
We had two successful fundraisers recently, a holiday
greens sale, and a “March to the Arch” raffle where we sold all
400 tickets and paid out $1,000, $500, and two $250 prizes to
friends and family who won those prizes. We are still tallying
up what the chorus earned. Top sellers received Little Caesars
pizza prizes. Ever hopeful for spring, we are planning another
potted plant sale as we were able to do safely last year.
We have lost a few members, but are adding one, so we
stand at almost 94.

A

We celebrate Susan Heimburger and associate member Bobbie
Reid for their 60-year anniversaries, and June Gulich for her
50th. We are so proud of our 25-year members.

Bobbie Reid

Cynthia Breisch

Susan Heimburger
June Gulich

Debra Christensen

Jayne Herman

Karen Harrison

Vicki Kohn

Since we are only toddler-years old, there’s not much to tell
about our history. We told our story in song as the 11th place
mic-testers at the 2018 SAI competition. If you’d like to see it
again, it’s on YOUTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFsz63q9oJY

We received holiday greetings from our
officers and board, Sandy Worswick,
Shara Snauwaert, Traci Martin, Corinna
Silberg, Debbie Stieffel, Dorothy
Davenport, Pam Reilly, Jewel Sechler,
Becki Mayberry and Brook Tucker.
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NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS Prescott, Michigan ~~ Sandy Williams, charter member
he Northern Blend Chorus has a history of varied
names, locations and activities.

T

The original group was formed in 1978 when a woman who
sang with the Annamakee Chorus in Alpena, Michigan moved
to the Tawas area and sought out the local high school choral
director to begin a Sweet Adelines group. Daniel Bergh took
on the challenge and they started recruiting. Reaching the
required number of members proved to be difficult, so after
three years and two more directors, a charter was issued to
the Jill Pine Chapter in August 1981. (The area is known as
the Jackpine region of our state.)
The Jill Pines were somewhat of a nomadic group as they
moved from Tawas to Oscoda in pursuit of new members. Our
prospects were drawn from the northeastern coastline of
Michigan as far north as Alpena and to the smaller towns to
our west. Our membership also included several military
wives and enlisted women from Wurtsmith AFB in Oscoda.
We performed (and raised most of our funds) at county
fairs, art shows, the Rogers City Nautical Fest, and even the
“Michigan Out-of-Doors” annual celebration. Our favorite
projects were the many “full-on” shows with scripts and guest
quartets. Our “Jukebox Saturday Night” production featured
the “Family Forum” quartet — which included Jack, Big Mike,
Don and Mike Slamka. Back then, the boys were just
teenagers! The Jill Pines also had a joint show in our
community with Great Lakes Chorus. What fun to have our
area experience a larger Sweet Adelines group!

Competition was not a yearly experience for the Jill Pines,
but we coached and participated often and of course
supported our Claudia when she sang with a quartet.
We eventually made a name change to Sunrise Harmony
Chorus and we relocated to Hale for rehearsals. After a few
years Claudia's health became an issue for her and we held
together with “guest” directors and assistant Sandy Williams
leading us.
In later 2014, the decision was made to join with the
Heartland Harmony Chorus with Susan Heimberger as our
director and fearless leader! We found a rehearsal spot and
were excited about the sound and the possibilities. We
merged by January 2015 keeping the charter of the original
1981 group with another new name – Northern Blend Chorus.
FYI, there are still two of the charter members singing.
Northern Blend's initial trip to contest was so exciting as we
brought home medals and solidified our goals to improve and
grow. We still perform at fairs, festivals and art shows. We
fund-raise at events and regularly make and sell the best pies
ever! We can't seem to keep our freezers stocked. Our annual
efforts to help a few families during the holidays continued
this year and we also provided 40 throws for children at Mary
Free Bed hospital. This current virus situation has us all
frustrated and missing each other — but we're still planning
that show that didn't happen in November 2020 and we're
anxious to see you all ASAP!

Music events to celebrate in 2021 . . .
April 11 - Barbershop Quartet Day
June 21 - Worldwide Make Music Day
July 13 - Sweet Adelines International’s 76th anniversary
October 1 - International Music Council’s “International Music Day 2021"
November 13 - National Hug a Musician Day
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SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Donna Sullivan
Bye-bye 2020 – don’t let the door hit you on the way out! We can only wish for a brighter year in 2021!
In our last report, we were heralding the opening of our rehearsal hall and what looked to be a promising
return to some semblance of normalcy. We still had to deal with
social distancing and headgear, but we were back to in- person
rehearsing. Yeah! Sadly that lasted only two weeks. The hall was shuttered, we had to fire
up the computers and return to Zoom!
But that did not stop us from having a very successful fundraiser – the Seaway Sounds of
Christmas Shopping vendor sale. Thanks to the hard work of Diane Lambert for organizing
the event along with the assistance of Michelle St. Onge-Mitchell and Diane Lamarche. The
chorus raised a tidy sum as a result.
The chorus also celebrated the holiday season by inviting our retirees to join us for our
final gathering of the year. It is so much fun reminiscing and catching up; always with the
hope that they miss us so much to want to return.
It has been quite a year, and, to that point, we would like to take this opportunity to thank our
director, Michelle St. Onge-Mitchell, for the daunting task of keeping us motivated. As Michelle so
aptly stated upon receiving her 25-year pin last year, “No matter what life throws at you, you can
always have music to calm the soul.”
“I joined because I love to sing and entertain!” Michelle joined Sweet Adelines when she was 20
years old. She loved barbershop so much, she persuaded her parents to join the barbershop
community as well. During her years with Seaway Sounds, she married (20 years) and has raised
two children (now teenagers). She has a career as a Child and Youth Worker in the Sarnia school
system. She also participates in community theatre and enjoys walking as she participates in many
local marathons.
At Seaway Sounds, she has been secretary, section leader, assistant director, and in 2007, became
director. She sang lead in many chorus quartets, most notable was Bel Canto. Michelle finally took
the plunge, switched parts, and competed at Region 2 Quartet Competition in 2017 as the Bass in
“Hot Wire”, finishing second place the first time out! “I had amazing mentors in past directors and
coaches. Sweet Adelines is a major part of my life! Thanks Sweet Adelines International, Region 2 and, most of all, Seaway
Sounds.”
Michelle, Seaway Sounds thanks you as well. You are the best!
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS Royal Oak, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche
’m taking the
liberty to quote a
Facebook post
from our Jacquie
Kobe. It is so fitting
and speaks volumes of
Shoreline Sound.
Thanks Jax; this says it
all: “Ever since I was a
little girl, I have been
fascinated with lighthouses. I was able
to see the beauty in each one,
regardless of their shape or size or how
well they looked cosmetically. They
stood for so much more than that. Their
main purpose here was to help those
around them navigate their way even
on the stormiest of days. They
symbolize a true pillar of strength. They
stand there and take a beating against
the elements, begin to look weathered
and a little worn out, and yet they
continue to be magnificent in all their
beauty. THIS IS EXACTLY WHO WE
ARE! We (Shoreline Sound) stand tall
and shine bright and weather any
storm!”
We jointly mourned the loss of
another great educator, coach and
friend in September with the passing of
Sharon Babb. Those who had the
privilege of knowing Sharon are greatly
saddened.
Huge congratulations to our 50-year
member awardees: Linda Liddicoatt
and Judy Mellen. This honor is not to be
taken lightly, and we are forever proud

I

of you both! Hoping you all had a
chance to view the virtual International
Convention celebration of awards to
Miz Liddi and Judy.
As the insidious virus lumbered on,
we began discussing the plan to
somehow meet and REALLY SING
together, at Kay’s church, our normal
rehearsal spot. Singers masks have
been ordered and shipped (Leslie is
holding them) for an actual gettogether in the future.
Sadly, we lost a larger-than-life, sweet
soul the end of October with the
passing of “Big” Mike Slamka. His
glorious hugs (which he gave to
everyone), his ever-ready smile and his
kindness will stay with us forever.
Blessings to the entire Slamka clan,
especially dear Sueanne. And then, just
a couple of days later, Cameron Hardie
passed away, due to health
complications. Our fervent prayers are
for Linda, and we hope for her comfort
and peace. And, finally – more crushing
news for the Slamka family and all of us
– Dad Jack Slamka passed away with
complications from COVID. Sue Slamka
Ferguson has now lost two brothers, as
well as previously her wonderful
husband Arnie.
At the suggestion of Linda May,
Border Lights editor, I share some
history and trivia of our beloved chorus
(with special help from Martha
Delargey (there is nothing trivial

about our achievements!):
*East Pointe chartered March 17,
1978, with 53 members, under the
direction of Linda Liddicoatt.
*We placed 12th first time out, placed
fifth our second time, placed third next
and placed first in 1982.
*Our first place wins were also in
1984, 1986, 1990, 1994, 1998, 2005,
2014, 2016, and 2018.
*Linda became Master Director in
1998 with 611 points.
*In 2001, East Pointe changed their
name to Shoreline Sound, under the
direction of Diane Catellane.
*Shoreline was the mic tester chorus
at International Convention in 2005
(held in Detroit due to
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans).
*In 2014 Shoreline earned the Most
Improved Award (+46 points), and we
purchased a medal for this from SAI.
We wore three ribbons after that: first
place overall, first place mid size, and
most improved!
Don’t you just love our Shoreline
Sound?!
The horrific year 2020 has drawn to a
close, and a vaccine is slowly becoming
available to our population. May we all
experience a much brighter and
comforting year ahead in 2021.
Blessings to all, and above all, KEEP
SINGING!
More Shoreline photos next page

Cameron Hardie
Sharon Babb passed
September 2020
Patti Britz sharing her
crown with Kathy Oliver
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Shoreline Screwballs 2017

Harrisville 2020

Judy Mellen 50 years

Slamkas in Song Mike, Donnie, Jack Big Mike

Linda Liddicoatt 50 years
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