A CAPPELLA BELLA PROSPECTIVE CHORUS Muskegon, Michigan ~~ Kathy Niergarth
appy New Year from a snowless West Michigan! That’s right. As I type this, we have little to no snow on
the ground, and my snapdragons have buds! However, if the meteorologist’s forecast is accurate for
Muskegon County, that will change this weekend.

H

Meanwhile, the A Cappella Bellas have submitted their
standing rules to Region2 and have completed the final
paperwork for International in hopes of fulfilling their dream
of stepping on stage in Dearborn this April as a chartered
chorus of Sweet Adelines International! It has been quite the
journey.

Our chorus hopes to establish a tradition of showcasing
talented musicians from our local high schools at this annual
concert.

We welcomed Cheryl Moe to the Bellas in November. She is a
wonderful addition to our lead section, and is excited to be a
part of Region 2 again. Cheryl sang with Crossroads Harmony
Chorus and looks forward to meeting up with friends in
Dearborn.
Baritone Cathryn Marshall, who joined the chorus last
January, has agreed to become our assistant director. She has
already taught one tag, and will be providing mini lessons for
chorus members who don’t read music. We know she and
director Marilee Wexstaff will make a dynamic team!
What have we been doing besides preparing to charter? On
November 10, the Bellas continued their tradition of
community service as they once again sang for those
attending the Veteran’s Day luncheon at Grand Haven Elks
Lodge 1200. Culver’s and the Elks joined forces to treat
veterans and their families to a delicious meal. The powerful
and moving Missing Man Table and Honors Ceremony
followed the meal, which made our patriotic songs even more
meaningful.
In addition to the luncheon, we sang at two arts and craft
shows. We entertained shoppers at the St. Patrick’s and St.
Anthony’s show in the morning and performed at the
Christmas Market at the Tri-Cities Historical Museum in the
afternoon. It was the perfect opportunity to promote Sweet
Adelines and our chorus in the Grand Haven area. One funny
note: we could have sold at least 10 of our signature polka dot
and sequined scarves at the shows!
December was a busy month for the Bellas. We presented our
second annual Christmas concert, “We Wish You A Merry
Christmas,” on Dec. 9 at Central United Methodist Church in
downtown Muskegon. The audience was a wonderful mix of
family, friends, and locals. Dave Lorenz served as our master
of ceremonies. Our special guests were the Quarter Notes, an
a cappella quartet from Muskegon Mona Shores High School.
The girls’ beautiful voices captivated the audience as they
sang “Winter Wonderland” and “I’ll Be Home for Christmas.”
After the concert, the girls had many questions about singing
barbershop style. Hopefully we will welcome them as Sweet
Adelines in the future.

When faced with the possibility that the annual Cocoa with
Santa gathering might not happen at our rehearsal clubhouse,
the Bellas stepped in to provide table decorations, cookies
and music so children could meet with the Jolly Old Elf. Brian
Avdek, husband of team coordinator Karen, volunteered his
time as Santa, and it was hard to determine who had more
fun, the children, or Brian.
Our final singout of 2018 at American House, a senior living
community, was postponed due to flu at the facility, and will
be Jan. 18. Director Marilee Wexstaff’s mother, Clara, who has
been a Sweet Adeline for 44 years, is a resident there and will
join us for two songs. The Bellas were honored to sing for her
90th birthday last June.
Following the performance at American House, the chorus
will make its fourth appearance at Wine About Winter in
Grand Haven.
We are excited to welcome Nancy Liedel back to Muskegon
for three coaching sessions. Nancy has been an integral part
of our journey through the chartering process, and we look
forward to her expertise in music and choreography as we
prepare for this year’s Region 2 contest.
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BLUEWATER CHORUS Owen Sound, Ontario ~~ Susan Long

appy New Year to the Border
Lakes Region 2 Ladies from
Bluewater Chorus in Owen
Sound, Ontario, Canada! We hope 2019
is going well for all of you! The months
fly by, so it’s time to update you about
what we’ve been up to since I last
wrote!

H

As I mentioned in the last Border Lights
issue, we had a membership drive in the
fall we called “Come Check Us Out.” We
are thrilled to announce that we now
have five new wonderful members and
one is a high school student! We are
very excited to bring these ladies with
us to competition in April and have
them experience the fun of competing!
For our wonderful director Diane
Hingston, it will be her first time on
stage without a co-director and we
know she will do spectacularly!
In October we had our first coaching
session with Chris Arnold. His
enthusiasm and musical talent were
inspiring! We are looking forward to
seeing him again in early March so he
can help us prepare for competition.
Each practice night in October until
mid-December we tried to remember to

bring in items for the local food bank.
The donation boxes got fuller and fuller
and finally the week before Christmas
our director Diane and president Joan
Satchelle had the honour of presenting
it all to the food bank.
We had five singouts in December so
the first two weeks of December flew
by. For the second year in a row, we
were invited to sing our national
anthem at the local junior OHL hockey
game. Usually the spectators sing along
with the singers but it was pretty quiet
in the stands as they listened to us sing
“O Canada” in four-part harmony.
At two different retirement homes in
town we performed our Christmas
repertoire of songs. After our
performances we invited the residents
to sing tradition songs of the season
with us. Thanks to Vi, one of our
talented pianists, for her musical
accompaniment. It's heartwarming to
hear the elders sing with their seasoned
voices. And the joy in their faces makes
you wonder if some are remembering
Christmases from long ago. We also
sang Christmas tunes at a ladies church
group and at the inaugural meeting for

the mayor and newly elected council for
the City of Owen Sound.
After all those singouts it was time to let
loose, so we got a jump on our holiday
feasting with a potluck dinner before
we took off for Christmas break. What
an amazing spread of food we had
including appetizers, salads, casseroles,
a turkey with stuffing and cranberry
sauce cooked by someone's husband
and some very deliciously decadent
desserts! We also played a game,
enjoyed some musical entertainment
from our quartet and our past director
Sue rewrote a familiar Christmas tune
that the three Susans got to perform. It
was a fun night and great way to say
goodbye to 2018.
We had our first night back last week
and we are ready to sing again! We will
practise our breathing, posture,
choreography and our songs and hope
we can impress you all and the judges!
If not we will certainly have fun along
the way! For now on it’s full speed
ahead to contest. We look forward to
seeing and hearing you all in just a few
months in Dearborn. Wishing you a
great year of singing and lots more fun
times!

Four of five new members along with Joan
Satchelle president and Susan Kuzdak
membership director
Director and president at food bank
with our donations
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FENTON LAKES CHORUS Fenton Lakes, Michigan ~~ Nancy Liedel
hen collecting items for this article, it became very
apparent that we've been very busy since the
edition of the Border Lights! We were absolutely
thrilled to have been the demo chorus for Diane Porsch for
her voice placement class at fall regional. What a
wonderful event. We are definitely using her advice.

W

Following fall regional, we sang “The Star-Spangled
Banner” and “God Bless America” at the Walmart grand
reopening in Walled Lake. Our own Shelly Moore-Nigg is
employed there. We also had a chicken dinner fundraiser at
the Masonic Temple in Flint. We were joined by a few of
our quartets!
We were SO very proud of our own Abby Sella and The
Vibe for their wonderful performance on the International
stage. We're wishing them all the best in their search for a
new bass. We can't wait to see them on the next leg of their
journey!
Then it was on to one of our most favorite times of the
year! Christmas caroling in Frankenmuth. Every weekend
from Thanksgiving to Christmas, we sing at the River Place
Shops. It's such great fun! We get to meet a lot of wonderful
people and sometimes, we get to meet Sweet Adelines from
other parts of the country! This is such a fabulous
opportunity and we love doing it!
We also sang at the Christmas party of the Fenton Open
Gate Garden Club. It was a very fun performance and we
made some new friends there! We also had a great time at
our annual Christmas party. Our director, Jeanne Lundberg
is always such a marvelous hostess!
We were able to get in some coaching with Jim Arns and
Renee Porzel before the Christmas break. Jim was back
with us again right after New Year’s. Our coaching
continues with our second annual “Chorus Day” with Karen
Sweeters of the Stage Coaches. This is a wonderful daylong
event of singing, dancing, laughing, and just being us. A
great way to start the contest season!
We suspect the next time we see many of our friends in
Region 2 it will be at competition in April. Here's wishing
you all a wonderful contest prep season! Until we meet
again – sing ringy!
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FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS Stratford, Ontario ~~ Brenda Atchison

“Fun in Just One Lifetime!” – the perfect
description of what it means to be a
Sweet Adeline! This was also the theme
we chose for our November 18 show.
As we returned to regular practices in
September, we welcomed a potential
new member to our risers. Not long
after, we were thrilled when Judy Riley
auditioned and was accepted into
chorus membership. We are so happy
to have her beautiful lead voice in our
chorus. On October 18, Judy and new
member Maggie Murray were both
presented with their membership
certificates.
September and October saw us hard at
work in preparation for our show, the
second half of which was to be all about
Christmas. In the spirit of this special
season, we contacted former chorus
members and invited them to join us,
and share their voices with us once
again, as we sang all those wonderful
Christmas carols! Initially 22 former
members agreed to join us. For six
weeks prior to our show, they came out
to our regular Wednesday night
practices, even learning two new songs!
They were also most appreciative of

Anne Matheson who opened her home
on Tuesday evenings for extra
rehearsals. Thanks Anne for doing this!
On the day of our show we were excited
to have 16 former members join us on
the risers.
On November 18, our matinee show
“Fun in Just one Lifetime” was a huge
success and true to its theme, it was
loads of fun! Our thanks to Annamarie
Murray who chaired the show
committee in the planning of this show.
Also thanks to our amazing director
Liana Jennings who wrote the entire
show script in poetic form! We enjoyed
performances by our own chorus
quartet HOPE, and we were thrilled to
feature the award winning men’s
quartet “Supertonic” as our special
guests. We also enjoyed the sounds of
the newly formed group “Mixology”
under the direction of Chris Arnold.
In the weeks following our show and
leading up to Christmas, we were once
again out and about performing at
various events and venues in our
surrounding community.
The chorus held its annual Christmas

dinner party at the Festival Inn in
Stratford. Chorus members along with
family and friends, as well as former
members enjoyed a wonderful buffet
meal followed by our own in-house
entertainment. HOPE led the entire
group in a post-dinner exercise routine,
and then sang to us about how
“Grandma Got Run Over by a Reindeer.”
We enjoyed a duet by Susan Sutherland
and Celina Ball, and a solo act by Julia
Sutherland. Former member Lana
Coghill led us all in a few Christmas
carols, and the chorus sang “Carol Of
The Bells.” Our raffle table was again
piled high with goodies and treasures,
and as always was a huge hit with the
crowd.
As we all headed out to spend the
Christmas season with family and
friends, our seasons greetings to each
other rang with words of “See you next
year!” I know that every one of us were
anxious to “get our harmony on” when
practice resumed January 16. It’s a sure
bet we’ll all be singing
“Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah, it’s a Wonderful
Day!”

Hope singing about grandma
Lana Coghill
Sue Sutherland, Celina Ball

Melissa Wright, Judy Riley, Maggie
Murray, Liana Jennings
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS Traverse City, Michigan ~~ Mandy Gibson
ow can so many months have passed already? And now a new year too! We were busy here in Traverse
City and I am sure you all were having the same experience. It was the season; just look at all the red in
our photos. After a three-year hiatus, we had a show in November. It was terrific! The venue was the
atrium of Dennos Museum on the campus of Northwestern Michigan College. The informal feeling created an
atmosphere for mingling and chatting with our guests in between sets and their enthusiasm for our singing,
Vibe Quartet, Sashay and Northern Symphonic Winds made us sparkle even more than usual. Besides the
reward of so many hoorahs we made almost three times our targeted profit on the show. You can't beat that.

H

We were fortunate to be at our local airport when the
veterans came home from a long day in DC. Then we sang so
many places in our communities for organizations, tree
lightings, light parade, ladies shopping night, nursing homes,
Christmas at the library and a grand finale of our third year
sharing a Friends and Family program with Cherry Capital
Men's Chorus.
We of course are coaching to prepare for spring Regional.
Cindy and Kendra have already been here, and we have more
fun hard work sessions lined up.
We have lost a few more members, sadly saying goodbye to
Judy Heffron, Carly McCall, Marci Glasgow and Wendall
Wasson. But as we know, change is what happens, and we

have had several interested visitors looking forward to
joining us keeping our chorus robust. And we continue to
celebrate the longevity of our members, like Sandy
Scarbourgh pictured receiving her five-year pin.
Exciting news for us is the award of two grants, one from the
Sunrise Rotary Club and the other from the Grand Traverse
Regional Foundation. The grants will support our
winter/spring project, Sing for Seniors. We will be upping
our presence at area senior facilities. Last week we sang for a
birthday party, for example. Ima was celebrating reaching
103 with her friends and co-residents. What a rewarding and
engaging audience. We are looking forward to these
performances.

Thank you veterans!

Cindy got us flying high
Fun on the way to Port
Huron

Christmas in the village
Greeting Santa

Sandy five-year pin
Ladies shopping night

Glen Lake tea

Library performance

Kendra was in the house
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Five basses and a
tenor at our show

HEART OF ESSEX CHORUS Maidstone, Ontario ~~ Fran Ferguson and Rose Tako
appy New Year to all our sisters in Region 2! We’ve been very busy over the past few
months. We participated in Kingsville Culture Days performing at various outside venues
much to the delight of passersby, and were invited to sing for other Kingsville events.

H

In November, we held our annual retreat at the Best Western Hotel on the waterfront in Windsor.
Our coach was award-winning Kim Wonders, and a wonderful time was enjoyed by all! We came
away from our weekend exhausted but brimming with enthusiasm with our new-found
knowledge. Many thanks to coach Kim and director Lois for a super weekend!
Heart of Essex is so pleased to have been awarded an education grant from the Region 2
management team. We will be hosting a Workshop for Small Choruses with International faculty,
Kim Wonders. Everyone is invited! Fun and harmony guaranteed. More to follow – check out our
flier!
Christmas was a very busy time for us as well! We performed in concerts at various churches in
Essex County. The acoustics enhanced our harmony to make our performance sound “heavenly,”
followed by standing ovations and requests for encore!
We ended the year with our annual Christmas party, hosted by the Wonderful Women of Windsor,
who also entertained us with clever skits and songs that kept us in stitches! This year our chorus
sponsored “Adopt-A-Grandparent.” One of our members volunteers at a local nursing home.
Every year, she and her family raise funds to purchase special body lotions for the residents. On
Christmas Day they visit to distribute their gifts. The residents love it!
After dinner, we were treated to performances by two new quartets Parlay from Michigan’s
Shoreline Sound - Sonnet Woolf, Kit Grabowski, Julia Keller and from Heart of Essex, Robbie
Lariviere; and Livin’ the Dream, all from Heart of Essex - Kim Smith, Celia Klassen, Cathy Fox,
and Debra DiDomenico. Keep these quartets on your radar. They’re good!
We are pleased to announce a new member to Heart of Essex Chorus, Evelyn Shreve. Please give
her a warm Sweet Adelines welcome in Dearborn! She’s looking forward to her first contest.
Well, that’s about it from our little corner of the world! Looking forward to seeing you at Region 2
contest in April!
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HEART OF MICHIGAN CHORUS Shepherd, Michigan ~~ Bambi Howard
The Heart of Michigan Chorus has had a fun and full winter season! We had our fall show,
did a lot of sing-outs, and made a leadership change.

ur fall show was called The Heart
of Michigan Saves Christmas. We
had been wanting to learn some
new Christmas music, and a Christmasthemed show was just the ticket for us!
We sang some of the old favorites; “The
Christmas Song”, “Rudolph the
Red-Nosed Reindeer”, and “Joy to the
World.” Our quartet, Shake It Up, sang
“Christmas Time is Here,” from the
classic Charlie Brown Christmas. We
learned a couple of new songs,
including “You're a Mean One, Mr.
Grinch” and “Mary, Did You Know.” We
were visited by a sneaky little elf who
stole all our Christmas decorations, but
we put him in his place and we all
learned that Christmas is not about all
of the trappings, but about love and joy
in our hearts.
With all of this beautiful new
Christmas music in our repertoire, it
would have been a shame not to have
used it! We did eleven sing outs in six
weeks! We sang at the Lucky Mac Duck
Days, a fundraiser for the Pine River
Arts Council. Schnepps Senior Care and
Rehabilitaion, Rosebush Manor, Pine
River Health Care, and Arbor Grove

O

Highland Blush

assisted living facilities enjoyed our
music. The American Legion Post 334,
the Red Hat Society of Vestaburg, and
the Alma Women's Club invited us to
sing at their December meetings. We
were the featured music performers at
the Resurrection Life Church Annual
Christmas Tea. We also had a joint
performance with the MountainTown
Singers at their open house and sang at
the Highland Blush patrons'
Barbershop Night, an open mic night for
barbershoppers at a local bar. We had
so much fun that we are going to try for
more singouts in the summer!
Sometimes the end of a year brings
the end of an era. Our director retired at
the end of 2018. Paula Harper has been
a Sweet Adeline since 1962! She was
the director of The Heart Of Michigan
Chorus for many of those 57 years.
Paula often said that she is not a “real”
director, but then she would direct us
well, showing us that her talent
outweighed her qualms. Her
accomplishments with this chorus at
both the regional and the International
level speak to a level of directing ability
that Paula humbly refuses to own. We

are richer because of her. Fortunately,
Paula has decided to remain with our
chorus as a singer.
We are incredibly pleased to
introduce our interim director while we
are settling on a new director. Jeff
Rayburn is a member of the Barbershop
Harmony Society, an active board
member of The MountainTown Singers,
and past director of the Midstatesmen
Chorus in the Pioneer District. Jeff has a
long history with our chorus. We can
always count on him to bring an
element of fun to our fall shows. In fact,
he was the mischievous elf in our show
this year! But the joke was on us, as he
is now the one we will look to for
direction as we prepare for the 2019
regional competition in April.
New and exciting things are
happening in The Heart of Michigan! To
keep up with our chorus you can now
access our website at
www.heartofmichiganchorus.org
Diwon Cherry, Sue Higgins, and
Amanda Wahl have been working hard
to build this lovely site. We are eager to
continue to meet our chorus goals as we
enter 2019.

Alma Mac Duck Day

Schnepps

Arbor Grove : Long-time Heart of Michigan member Sharon Cole
recently became a resident of Arbor Grove. We enjoyed singing
for Sharon and her new friends.
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LOCK CITIES CHORUS Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan and Ontario ~~ Trudy Pettenuzzo
appy New Year Region 2! It is just amazing that 2018 has gone by and we are into 2019. Seems like we
blinked and almost missed it. Last year was a busy one for the lovely ladies of Lock Cities Chorus. We
started the year with a Valentine performance with our friends, the Bell Choir of Central United
Methodist Church in Sault, Michigan. During the summer, we entertained the citizens of Sault, Ontario with our
summer concert series performance under the Roberta Bondar Tent. And while keeping our repertoire for these performances
up to date, we learned a whole bunch of new songs for our show. In October, before a very appreciative audience, we presented
Boyfriends, Beach Boys and Beatles. We worked extremely hard to present this show and were very pleased to welcome Jill
Watson, our chorus buddy to the audience, and to the afterglow following the show. Thanks Jill for making the trip to see us!

H

The show was barely over when we had to start our
Christmas repertoire, so November was a blur of
Jingle/Silent/Drummer/Do Your Hear/Mary Did you
Know/White Christmas/Oh Holy/12 Days After Christmas!
Then we did nine Christmas singouts, from some of our local
assisted living facilities, to Midnight Magic at our local mall to
an Olde Tyme Country Christmas concert before 600 people!
Whew, I am tired just writing it down! Oh, and did I mention
our usual appearance at the International Bridge Walk the
end of June, where we sold T-shirts and sang our two national
anthems (twice!)? Oh, and our annual pasta supper, where
we fed and entertained about 75 hungry people! All in all, a
very busy year!

Last night, at our first rehearsal of the year, we had a Year in
Review, where we discussed last year’s accomplishments,
what worked what did not, suggestions for this year. We
were very excited this year to welcome three new members
to our ranks, Rachel, Debbie and Leah – WELCOME! And
thanks for working so hard to learn, not only music, but
barbershop music. A big thank-you to Linda Sirie, our
indefatigable director, Nancy Kirkpatrick, our president, and
the rest of the board of directors for their efforts to keep us
all on the straight and narrow. We are looking forward to
another year of harmony, friendships, laughter and song!

TRI CITY CHORUS Auburn and Bay City, Michigan ~~ Nancy Nieschulz
reetings from Tri City Chorus. In September, we had a performance at King Daughter’s Home in
Midland. On September 24, we had a 2 p.m. performance at Westcourt in Saginaw and a 3 p.m.
performance at Bayfield Assisted Living in Bay City. In October, some of our chorus attended the Fall
Regional Music School in Port Huron, and in November, we had a performance at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Saginaw and at Grace United Methodist Church in Bay City. In November and December, we again
did caroling for Bay City Management for their Sundays in the City program. We had a performance at Sheffield Place in Bay
City. We had our annual Holiday Harmonies Christmas Show at the State Theater in Bay City, with special guest quartet,
Spectrum. We sang at Bay City Comfort Care and at Bay Shores Senior Care in Bay City. At this time we are practicing our
music for competition. That’s all for now.

G
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LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~~ Jo Kulik
t. Louis International Competition 2018 is now in the history books, but we will always remember the
experience as London Chorus. We proudly represented Region 2 as a wildcard entry and received very
positive encouraging comments from the judges. Although we left three strong basses at home and had two
on stage who were unable to sing a note, we performed like we know we can and left the stage feeling so good
about our performance. It was added fun to celebrate our mic tester chorus, Motor City Blend, at their post
contest party!

S

Many great tours, meals, experiences and friends from St.
Louis will be filed in our history books. The bus experiences
were stressless and we sang Christmas songs all the way
home.
Oct. 31 was our last rehearsal at Riverside United Church so
we celebrated with a Hallowe'en party and the following
week we moved to our new home in the Church of the
Ascension on Dundas Street. In November, we were honoured
to sing at the London Health Sciences Foundation's Country
Classic Auction. We performed for the "Make a Difference"
part of the program. It was wonderful to be part of the
segment that raised a record-setting $337,000 for Youth
Mental Health programming.
A Christmas show in our new rehearsal venue was a great
success. The church has amazing acoustics, and the highlight
was “Winter Wonderland” when we welcomed family and
friends on stage with us. We nearly doubled our size
welcoming mothers, sisters, daughters, granddaughters,
friends, fellow choir members, and even a special entry –

Henny's brother Joe. What fun! The sing-a-long was a hit and
we heard many great voices. We hadn't planned to seek new
members, but a few were noted!
Christmas always brings great opportunities to sing for
nursing homes, mall shoppers, and private parties. This year
one of our quartets sang for New Canadians and were
touched when after singing "Mary did you Know" one of the
audience members commented that now she understood
what the family in the stable meant. She had never
experienced the Christian story. We take so much for granted.
On December 22, London Chorus performed at Oriole Park.
Sharing the stage with Sarah Lee Hall and Rosalind Weller we
entertaining a packed audience with barbershop and jazz. A
good time was had by all.
We enjoyed a break to spend with family and friends, but
back into the saddle, we are preparing for the year ahead.
Wishing all a happy, healthy and harmonious 2019!
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MOTOR CITY BLEND Farmington Hills, Michigan ~~ Donna Brichta
appy New Year Region 2! Motor City Blend had an
amazing 2018! Representing Region 2 on the
International stage was so exciting for all of us. Our
trip to St. Louis included not only many rehearsals, but we
also found time to see the sites.

H

Many of us visited The Arch and took a trolley car ride around the city. A
tour of the Anheuser-Busch brewery was informative and we also got FREE
samples. Seeing those beautiful Clydesdale horses up close makes you
realize exactly how big they really are!
Taking the stage and singing for the world, we all had butterflies because
we worked so hard to get to that point. Hearing that Motor City Blend had
placed 11th and that we would be the mic testers took us over the moon.
Being able to sing our package was the icing on the cake for our members.

We did two send-off shows, one in Macomb, and
the other in Oakland County, before we left for St. We ended the year with our annual Christmas party with lots of laughter
Louis. We had about 600 people come to see and and singing by our in-house quartets.
hear us!
MCB has “hit the ground running” in the New Year as we are sure all the
chapters in Region 2 are doing. Our first two rehearsals were focused on sectionals. The first rehearsal of the year focused on
the leads and baritones, the second, was basses and tenors. We were all excited to come together as a chorus on January 22.

The New Year has also brought an exciting announcement for our director Sylvia. She became a grandma. Her son Joe and his
wife had a beautiful baby girl on January 12. Charlotte Rose was 7 lbs. 2oz. and 19 inches long. Congratulations to Sylvia and
her hubby Bo, and to the whole family on their new addition.
All of us are looking forward to our regional convention and competition. It’s always so much fun to see our “singing sisters”
again after being apart for so long.

Border Lakes Region 2 Sweet Adelines International -- Border Lights WINTER 2019 -- Page 10b

NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS Prescott, Michigan ~~Brenda Benjamin-Marsh
e were not quite as busy as
usual this past fall and early
winter though we did perform
in the annual West Branch Kiwanis
Show again this November. We also
sang for a few special events and of
course there was our annual Christmas
Party, always a fun time! Many of our
ladies stayed busy making our famous
Northern Blend pies as well.
That being said, the most touching
event was
the
celebration
of the life of
Claudia
Presson. It is
not an easy
task to sing
Claudia Presson and Susan for someone
Heimburger - a successful you love
merger
when she is
no longer
with you. I speak for my chorus friends
as I had just lost my youngest brother
to an icy auto accident and I could not
find the courage to attend, let alone
sing. She will, however, hold a special
place in my heart.
There are not many in our region who
do not know the name and face. She
was a kind and beautiful soul with a
booming and gorgeous bass voice.

W

I have selected some special pictures
of Claudia. I hope you enjoy them as
well as the tribute below written by a
special friend and fellow Sweet Adeline.
A TRIBUTE TO CLAUDIA PRESSON
– Submitted by Sandy Williams
Our hearts were broken to realize that our
dear friend wasn't going to be ringing chords
with us any longer after her most recent
hospital stay. Claudia Presson passed away
on November 21, 2018.
She began her Sweet Adelines career in
1980 after being asked many times to attend
the fledgling chorus in the Oscoda/Tawas
area of northern Michigan. As many of us do,
she said she was just too busy with two little
boys and teaching music in the Oscoda Area
School district. She finally decided to "try it"
and she was hooked!
It didn't take long, and by the time the Jill
Pine Chapter received their charter in August
of 1981, Claudia was directing. She attended
workshops and learned more about the
barbershop style and led the chorus to many
competitions and helped to spread that
harmony throughout the area.
Through the years the Jill Pine Chorus grew,
changed their name to the Sunrise Harmony
Chorus and moved their rehearsal location
from Tawas, to Oscoda and then Hale to
entice more ladies to join.
Claudia experienced several
physical

challenges during those years,
but bounced
back to the point that we
referred to her as
“our energizer bunny.”
In 2013 after having more health
difficulties, Claudia stepped down from front
line directing. She stayed in the front line
however by joining the front row of the newly
merged Northern Blend Chorus (Sunrise
Harmony and Heartland Harmony) in 2014.
Claudia was very active as a bass in several
quartets. Her registered competing quartets
were: Positive A-Chord – which earned the
Novice Award, Mid Michigan Magic – which
earned a third place medal, and Harmony
Express – which earned a second place
medal. She also enjoyed her Labor Day fun
with the foursomes of Harrisville Special and
the TagAlongs. Locally, Claudia was usually
involved in a chorus quartet, most recently
being with the SunSpots who traveled around
northeastern Michigan to perform.
Our chorus was so very happy to have had
her rally enough to be able to spend time
with us over the Labor Day weekend. She
sang, enjoyed campfires and potlucks, and
laughed with us! What a blessing she was to
us all!
We will all miss being with Claudia in
Dearborn this coming April. We will
continue to prepare for our stage
performance, but there will be someone
special missing in the front row.
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SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Diane Lambert
appy New Year Region 2! Seaway Sounds
had a wonderful fall and Christmas season.
In the fall, the chorus got used to its new
surroundings a t our new location, All Saints
Anglican Church Parish Hall, Sarnia.

H

We welcomed back three valuable former
members. Donna Sullivan came back to us as a
dual member and rejoined the ranks of the bass
section. Her experience on the international stage
is envied. About a month later, Robin Parker
returned to Seaway Sounds after a five-year hiatus
and she rejoined the lead section. Pat Mayer
returned to the chorus after a seven-year hiatus
and challenged herself to change from lead to
baritone. The chorus is so happy to have these
ladies back in our midst.
Preparing for Christmas singouts began in August,
so by December, we were ready. The chorus
performed at two nursing homes, two retirement
homes and two local Christmas events. The first
event is called First Friday and takes place in
downtown Sarnia on the first Friday evening of
the month. The Christmas one is always special
and we were hired by the First Friday Committee
to stroll and sing. We had so much fun. Here are a
couple of pics our director, Michelle St.
Onge-Mitchell, took that night. It was a beautiful night and the snow even fell softly on us for a time.
Our second event was called Behind
Closed Doors and was sponsored by
Lambton Mall. This is a local charity
event that raised money for many local
charities in the area. This was the third
annual and Seaway Sounds has had the
opportunity to perform at them all. The
mall is crazy busy with shoppers
because it is after business hours. They
reopen the stores and put on fantastic
sales. Our job was to stroll and sing.
Wow, sometimes the volume in the mall
was loud. It was a great test of
concentration and zoning in on
entertaining those that stopped and
enjoyed! We had our picture taken with
Santa so take a peek at that, along with
one or two other pics Michelle took. Do
you know how hard it is to ignore sales,
when people are lined out the store
door? I must confess that there was a
little shopping going on by chorus
members on our little breaks. We did a
lot of walking, singing, smiling and
greeting people we haven’t seen in
years. The chorus went home tired but

happy!
Our thanks to our director Michelle for
getting us ready for these singouts and
special thanks to all three members that
rejoined and were ready to sing with us.
The attendance for all singouts was
either all or only minus one or two.
Phenomenal participation Seaway
Sounds!
Then the fun was our turn and time to
entertain ourselves! Thanks to Robin
Parker for decorating the tables, just for
us. It all looked so festive. We had a
potluck dinner in our own rehearsal
hall. The food was outstanding. We
enjoyed playing the Christmas gift
exchange led by Diane Lambert,
Management Team Leader. We got the
biggest laugh from BJ’s gift, which –
funny enough – never got stolen from
her. I wonder how she explained it to
her husband. LOL. We had a few
presentations, a 50/50 draw with
Stephanie Anger, and then it was

karaoke time! Yahoo! One of our former
members and her husband, Kelly and
Roger, joined us for the evening and we
all had a blast singing, soloing,
partnering – whatever. It was the best!
There are a few pics here to show you
what a good time we were having.
As Seaway Sounds looks forward to
2019 it is our hope to increase our
membership and revel in the
camaraderie and friendship we are all
enjoying.
Seaway Sounds is not competing this
year, rather we are preparing for 2020
contest. We will be there for
competition weekend though to
support Region 2!
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS Royal Oak, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche

usicians: We are a gentle and loving people – truer
words never spoken, but in this case the words of
Diane Porsch, our talented and entertaining faculty at
Fall Regional in Port Huron. Diane took us through the day
October 6 with Singing with our Ears, Voice Placement,
Judging and Choreography – making it all seem like so much
fun yet all so relevant and part of our total package. The Show
of Champions in the evening with The Vibe, London Chorus
and Motor City Blend did not fail to thrill us either – so, so
just that – CHAMPIONS!
The Sweet Adelines webcast gets better and better every
year – more polished, more crystal clear, easier to view. I
hope many of you tuned in, donated and absorbed all that
came across the wires. Harmony Classic on Tuesday, quartet
semifinals on Wednesday, chorus semifinals on Thursday –
then finals for the top ten quartets and choruses Friday and
Saturday. Our Maria Christian did her usual knowledgeable
and delightful commentary on Thursday, and we loved
performances by The Vibe, London Chorus and Motor City
Blend Chorus. Didn’t you just wish you were there? Thank
you, host city of St. Louis!
A huge CONGRATULATIONS to Motor City Blend who were
selected as mic testers in the chorus finals. We are so proud
and happy for you! Speaking of proud, how about our Greta
Somers who won an honorable mention award for
contestable, full arrangement song writing. We’ve known of
Greta’s talent for years!
Class Ring (our 2019 Queens of Harmony), Viva and
Titanium (second and third places) should be so thrilled and
proud. For those of you who recognize the sweet tenor in
Class Ring…yes it is Michaela Slamka, daughter of talented
Michael Slamka! Such VERY, VERY CLOSE SCORES TOO!
Judging must be so difficult; God bless these ladies! And

M

Saturday brought out the winning choruses (they all are
winners!). RichTone in third place, Harborlites in second
place and Scottsdale in first place were all so marvelous to
behold. This contest may be over, but the love and joy of
singing our style of music will never be over!
While enjoying the St. Louis experience, our Leslie Rawlings
was able to celebrate her birthday with five of her closest
Sweet Adelines: Martha Delargey, Mary Patrick, Cindy
Sommerville, Jan Welsh, and sweet Tally Rice (all the way
from Alberta.) It doesn’t get much better than that!
With frosty cold temperatures, minus any snow on the
ground, Shoreline welcomed guests into the warm Troy
Community Center for our two Holiday Harmonies shows
December 8. We had it all: reindeer, elves, Santa, gifts for the
wee ones, costume changes, quartets – oh, and yes – glorious
music! We split our program with secular and popular
Christmas songs and hopefully brightened everyone’s
afternoon. Jingle Bells, oh what fun it is to sing and welcome
in the holiday season.
Our Christmas party at Farina’s in Berkley was a truly
enjoyable evening for all attendees. Lots of good
conversation, fine food and – again – singing to enjoy and, in
which to participate as well.
We were honored to again be able to sing at Resurection
Cemetery early on December 15, remembering those loved
ones who passed away during the 2018 calendar year. This is
always a rewarding, moving experience.
How do you start the New Year off on a positive note? Have
a coaching session with the amazing Jim Arns your first
rehearsal back after a very long break. Yep, we were so lucky!
Hold on – regional competition in April will be arriving before
we know it!
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SONG OF THE LAKES CHORUS
Davison, Michigan ~~ Nancy Sommerville
atching up with – The holidays, while great fun, are
always a whirlwind of activity; both in your so-called
real life and in your Sweet Adelines life. This year was no
exception for Song of the Lakes Chorus. We celebrated the
season early, joining the Flint Arrowhead Chorus for a joint
Christmas show, Postcards and Poinsettias. It was a mighty
cold evening in Davison for their annual tree lighting
ceremony but we were warmly received but all who attended.
And, Christmas just wouldn't be the same without our annual
party at Jan Hammond's lovely home.

C

In January, we enjoy our annual chicken dinner at the
Masonic Temple in downtown Flint – a fun afternoon of
serving up chicken and song and making money!

Riot Act Quartet
Submitted by Nancy Liedel

Competition season is upon us and it's time to hit the ground
running with coaching! Cindy Hansen will be on hand in
January to dust off and polish our choreography; she'll be
back in March to make sure we remembered everything!
Debra Lynn is new to our coaching team. She is known for her
Bel Canto approach to breathing, which will go a long way in
aiding all vocalists, including the aging voice and those with
vibrato.

We have had an absolute ball since last we saw y'all! Starting
with Fall Regional Music School and getting the chance to
coach with the amazing Diane Porsch. We'd like to thank the
region for giving us the opportunity to open one of the
classes! What a great idea to get our quartets singing in front
of the region! We've also had the opportunity (more than one,
really) to coach with the incomparable Jim Arns and Renee
Porzel.

We look forward to the magic of Mo Field, faculty at our
February retreat. Mo is an experience unto herself! She has a
wonderful ability to add humor to her coaching while making
you see music in a whole different way. We look forward to
sharing her creative talents and non-stop energy!

We've been singing a lot over the Christmas season! Thanks
to Carillon Belles Chorus for asking us to sing on their annual
show! We had so much fun. We want to congratulate Joan
Minns on her retirement and wish the chorus the very best on
the next chapter of their Sweet Adelines life! We sang twice in
Frankenmuth! Thanks to Fenton Lakes Chorus for giving us
that opportunity! We also sang for the Dickens Festival in
Holly. This was a new performance for us this year and was a
lot of fun! A little wandering around and a little stage time.
We think we're gonna do that again.

Yes, there is life after contest! Don't forget our ninth annual
Garden Tea on Saturday, May 11. And, on July 13, Song of the
Lakes Chorus will be celebrating its 50th anniversary! Stay
tuned for updates!
Wishing all our Region 2 choruses and quartets great
coaching, good weather on rehearsal night, easy
choreography and costumes that still fit!

So now, we're hot and heavy into the contest prep season! It
will probably be the next time we get to see y'all. So, until
then, here's wishing all your hard work pays off on stage! Let
the good times roll!
Hugs,
Cindy, Jenny, Nancy, and Jax
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PROS. A CAPPELLA BELLA, MUSKEGON ! BLUEWATER, OWEN SOUND ! CARILLON BELLES, SIMCOE ! CROSSROADS HARMONY, REED CITY ! FENTON
LAKES, LINDEN ! FESTIVAL SOUNDS, STRATFORD ! GRAND HARMONY, WATERLOO ! GRAND TRAVERSE, TRAVERSE CITY ! HEART OF ESSEX,
MAIDSTONE ! HEART OF MICHIGAN, SHEPHERD ! LOCK CITIES CHORUS, SAULT STE. MARIE ! LONDON, LONDON ! MOTOR CITY BLEND,
FARMINGTON HILLS ! NORTHERN BLEND, PRESCOTT ! RIVERLIGHTS HARMONY, WINDSOR ! SEAWAY SOUNDS, SARNIA ! SHORELINE SOUND, ROYAL
OAK ! SONG OF THE LAKES, DAVISON ! TRI CITY, AUBURN ! WATER WONDERLAND, LANSING

BORDER LAKES REGION 2 & SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR 2019-2022

2019
JAN 20
MARCH 1, 2
APRIL 11-14
JUNE 7
JUNE 8
JULY 25-28
JULY 27
AUGUST 8-10
SEPT. 6-7
SEPT. 16-21

RMT MEETING - MARINE CITY, MI
RMT RETREAT - HOLIDAY INN, POINT EDWARD, SARNIA, ON
REGION 2 COMPETITION - THE HENRY, DEARBORN, MI
DIRECTOR SEMINAR -MAIDSTONE, ON
SMALL CHORUS WORKSHOP -MAIDSTONE, ON
IES IN MANCHESTER, UK
RISING STAR QUARTET CONTEST IN MANCHESTER, UK
DIRECTORS AND VISUAL TEAM SEMINAR IN SAN ANTONIO,
TEXAS
FALL REGIONAL SCHOOL -HOLIDAY INN, SARNIA, ON FACULTY MO FIELD
SAI COMPETITION - NEW ORLEANS WITH REGION 2
CHAMPION SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS

2020
APRIL 30-MAY 3 REGION 2 COMPETITION - THE
HENRY, DEARBORN, MI
OCT. 12-17
SAI COMPETITION - LOUISVILLE.
KENTUCKY
2021
APRIL 22-25
OCT. 11-16

REGION 2 COMPETITION
SAI COMPETITION - ST. LOUIS,
MISSOURI

2022
SEPT. 26-OCT. 1 SAI COMPETITION -PHOENIX,
ARIZONA

EMAIL FROM LESLIE LENNON JANUARY 20, 2019 GREETINGS REGION 2,
AFTER BATTLING THROUGH SNOW SQUALLS AND BLOWING SNOW, BORDER LAKES REGION 2 RMT MET TODAY IN MARINE CITY, MI.
ANNOUNCE THE FOLLOWING SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES FOR THE 2019-2020 RMT WHOSE DUTIES WILL COMMENCE MAY 1, 2019:

DIRECTORS: JILL WATSON, GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS
EVENTS: NAN WARDIN, MOTOR CITY BLEND

WE WISH TO

FINANCE: NANCY SWIFT, SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS
MARKETING: CATHY MAXWELL, LONDON CHORUS

IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS AND MONTHS, THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE AND RMT WILL BEGIN THE PROCESS OF SEEKING OUT CANDIDATES FOR THE
2020-2021 TEAM FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:
COMMUNICATIONS ! MARKETING ! MEMBERSHIP ! TEAM LEADER
PLEASE REACH OUT TO ANY MEMBER OF THE RMT IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN BECOMING INVOLVED!
STAY WARM EVERYONE! LESLIE LENNON, RMT COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR, BORDER LAKES REGION 2

2018-2019 REGIONAL COORDINATOR SUPPORT COMMITTEES
(UNDER COMMUNICATION COORDINATOR LESLIE LENNON): NOMINATING CHAIR JOANN KRAMER, BORDER LIGHTS NEWSLETTER LINDA MAY * (UNDER
DIRECTOR COORDINATOR JILL WATSON) PRG COORDINATOR LINDA LIDDICOATT, DIRECTOR SPECIALIST CHRIS NOTEWARE, PAST DIRECTOR COORDINATOR
JEANNE LUNDBERG * (UNDER TEAM COORDINATOR LOIS KELLY): 25-YEAR PIN AND COACHING GRANTS DIANA GREGG, FINANCE COORDINATOR JUDY
SIRUT, EVENTS COORDINATOR NAN WARDIN, REGISTRAR EDUCATION EVENTS KEANE MICHELIN, CO-CHAIR REGIONAL CONVENTION MARY PATRICK; COCHAIR REGIONAL CONVENTION SHEILA JAMNIK, EDUCATION COORDINATOR BROOK TUCKER; DCP COORDINATOR PEGGI STARKEY, YWIH COORDINATOR
PEGGY SILVER, ARRANGERS COORDINATOR DIANE CLARK, MUSIC LIBRARIAN POLLY SNIDER; QUARTET PROMOTION TRACI MARTIN, SUSAN HEIMBURGER,
MARKETING COORDINATOR SUSAN CASEY, PR LIAISON LINDA MAY

