Border Lakes Region 2 newsletter WINTER 2017

Border Lakes Region 2 of Sweet Adelines International Presents Regional Competition

Follow the Yellow Brick Road
April 20 – 23, 2017
Shoreline Sound Chorus ~ Regional Assistance Chapter
Ford Community & Performing Arts Center
15801 Michigan Avenue, Dearborn MI 48126
LODGING
Headquarters: The Henry ! 300 Town Center Drive, Dearborn MI 48126
Overflow: The Dearborn Inn ! 20301 Oakwood Blvd., Dearborn MI 48124
Room rates per night U.S. funds: one king bed or two double beds $139 +
$19.46 tax = $158.46. Self-parking at both hotels is FREE. Valet parking is
$25/day at The Henry and $12/day at the Dearborn Inn.
ALL EVENTS BADGES & TICKETS through Regional Registrar Sheila Jamnik
All Region 2 competing and non-competing Sweet Adelines must purchase an AEB.
This entitles you to attend all events for the weekend. U.S. funds. AEBs will not be sold
at the registration or boutique area.
AEB (Members)
$58
AEB (Non-members)
$63
LATE AEB ORDERS (Members)
$63
LATE AEB ORDERS (Non-members)
$68
SINGLE TICKETS – 4/21 QUARTET CONTEST
$20
SINGLE TICKETS – 4/22 CHORUS CONTEST
$20
Single tickets will be sold in the lobby of the Performing
Arts Center 45 minutes prior to the beginning of each
competition.
Quartet Entry Deadline: Feb. 20 (Late Entry Deadline: March 7)
Chorus Entry Deadline: Feb. 21 (Late Entry Deadline: March 8)
Draw for order of appearance: Feb. 27

MISSION STATEMENT
Border Lakes Region 2 is an organization of American and Canadian women singers which advances musical excellence
in barbershop harmony through education and performances.

Regional Website
www.saireg2.org/
2016-2017 REGIONAL MANAGEMENT TEAM
Team Coordinator Mary Patrick
Communications Coordinator Martha Delargey
Directors Coordinator Jeanne Lundberg
Education Coordinator Nancy Liedel
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Marketing Coordinator Lisa Gilkey
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Border Lakes Region 2 newsletter "Border Lights" is posted on the
regional website and distributed via email winter, spring and fall. There
are no printed copies.
2017 deadlines: April 6, September 7
Send copy and photos to
Linda May
lindamay@ameritech.net
23611 Glenwood Street
Clinton Township MI 48035-2943
586-791-8116
Send articles by the deadline as a plain email message or as an email
attachment (avoid pdf). Send photos as attachments rather than
embedded in the document. Please put the chorus name in the subject
line of your email. No more than 600 words. Sign your articles. Send
ONLY ONE final and complete draft. (Late corrections not accepted.)
Send photos by email as a common photo file or send a photo to scan.
Attach photo information. Mailed photos will be returned if accompanied
by a stamped self-addressed envelope.
CAMERA-READY ADS
full page 10" x 7" $110; ½ page 5" x 7" $55; 1/4 page 3.5" x 5" $35;
checks payable to Border Lakes Region 2 and mailed to
Judy Sirut, 4353 Charing Way, Bloomfield Hills MI 48304

Sweet Adelines International
9110 S. Toledo
Tulsa OK 74137
1-800-992-7464 or 918-622-1444
918-665-0894 (fax)
sweetadelineintl.org
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Regional Management Team

Education Coordinator

Coordinator & Regional

# Nancy Liedel

Convention Chair
# Mary A. Patrick
would like to commend all the choruses in Region 2. We
were one of eight regions who achieved 100-percent
chapter vote participation in the election of the Sweet
Adelines International Board of Directors. The members of
Region 2 understood our responsibility and voted!
Congratulations.

I

The results:
Paula Davis, Song of Seattle Chorus, Region 13 – serving a
three-year elected term May 1, 2017, to April 30, 2020
Cammi MacKinlay, Lions Gate Chorus, Region 26 – serving a
three-year elected term May 1, 2017, to April 30, 2020
Renée Porzel, Melodeers Chorus, Region 3 – serving a
three-year elected term May 1, 2017, to April 30, 2020
Mary Rhea, O.K. City Chorus, Region 25 – serving a
three-year elected term May 1, 2017, to April 30, 2020
Sharon Cartwright, Northern Beaches Chorus, Region 34 –
serving a one-year appointed term May 1, 2017, to April 30,
2018
Jeanne d’Arc (JD) Crowe, Canadian Showtime Chorus, Region
16 – serving a one-year appointed term May 1, 2017, to April
30, 2018
It is now time to choose potential nominees who, if
nominated and elected, will serve the 2018-2021 term. This
is your chapter’s opportunity to participate in the selection
of potential nominees for the International Board of
Directors. The specific process is available on the
International website.
Time is moving so quickly. All choruses have received an
email from International – email providing you links to the
regional competition Web pages. You may now register for
our region’s contest.
Bulletin #1 regarding Region 2's contest was distributed last
week. Bulletin #2 will be available after the order of
appearance draw.

ell, 2017 is bringing us some big changes in our
educational programs. Our pilot program for the
new grant for one-day seminars is well underway
with London Chorus being the first out of the gate. Their
event is scheduled for February 5 and features Erin
Howden. All choruses should have all the information
regarding registration for this event. Have no fear! If you
live too far away to attend this event, there will be one
coming to a town near you soon! There are three one-day
events scheduled for 2017.

W

The purpose of these daylong seminars is to eliminate the
extra cost of a hotel stay and to reach as many members as
we can with a high level of education. So, instead of asking
you to come to us, we’re coming to you. The first-year
grants have already been assigned as a pilot program. We
chose London, Grand Traverse, and Motor City Blend
(formerly Great Lakes and Spirit of Detroit Choruses).
This new program was based on an event that was
presented by Great Lakes Chorus some years ago with Vicki
Maybury (hence the reason they were chosen for the pilot
program). This new educational program will replace the
Winter Regional event. If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me!
We’re also very excited about the director’s retreat with
Lori Lyford scheduled for the first weekend in June! A whole
weekend dedicated to our musical leaders. What could be
better?
Well, how about a weekend learning how to perform? That’s
the focus for our Fall Regional School September 22-24
with the Stage Coaches! Make sure you save the date!
Entertaining and educational. Ya can’t beat that kind of
learning!
And just a plug for your Regional Management Team. We
are always looking for people who are willing to serve the
region. If you might be interested in running for a position
on the RMT, you can contact any member of the RMT for
more information!
Have a great competition season! See y’all on stage!
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Is thrilled to announce that
ERIN HOWDEN IS COMING TO TOWN
You won’t want to miss this opportunity!
Sunday Feb. 5th 9 a.m. to approx. 4 p.m.
Banting Secondary School

Bring a bag lunch or slip out to pick up something quick.
$10 per person fee, morning of classes with Erin and
afternoon of coaching techniques.
Registration deadline Jan. 15th, 2017. For more information contact
Jo Kulik, London Chorus, 2071jmk@cogeco.ca

is delighted to host:

“Northern Harmony”
a Region 2 Border Lakes Winter Retreat
Traverse City, MI

Guest Faculty:
Molly Huffman, SAI Education Faculty
WHEN:
WHERE:
REGISTRATION:
FEE:

Saturday, March 11, 2017
8:45 am - 4:30 pm
St Joseph Fellowship Hall
12675 Center Road, Traverse City, MI
Contact: Betty Walter
bwalter48@hotmail.com   
           
$10 per person includes a fabulous lunch!
(Turkey, Beef or Veggie Sandwich/Slaw/Dessert/Beverage)

8:45 - 9:15
9:15 - 10:10
10:10 - 10:20
10:20 - 11:15
11:15 - 11:25
11:25 - 12:20
12:20 - 1:30
1:30 - 2:00
2:00 - 4:30
4:30

Registration / Coffee & Donuts
Vocal Skill Building with Tai Chi & Vocal Yoga
Break
Ready, Set, Resonate!
Break
How to be a Champion Performer
Box Lunch includes fabulous desserts and beverages
Vocal Production PVI Demonstration
Coaching of GTSC
Wrap Up / Question & Answer

Hotel if desired: Please contact hotel directly: Days Inn, Cambria Suites, Sugar Beach, Country Inn & Suites
are all located on Munson Avenue near base of peninsula, and are $70-$110 per night. The venue is 8 miles
out on The Peninsula. We are negotiating a rate at Cambria - stay tuned.

FENTON LAKES CHORUS Fenton, Michigan ~ Nancy Liedel
appy New Year! This new year brings a new
competition season so we want to start out 2017 with
best wishes for all friends who will be with us on stage
in April! Fenton Lakes is proud to have a few quartets in the
contest this year! Wishing them all a great performance!

H

In between all that performing, we started our coaching
regiment! Chris Noteware, Jim Arns, and Renee Porzel, just to
drop a few names! How exciting to work with such amazing
people! Many more of these wonderful educational sessions
are in store before we hit the stage in April.

We’ve had a busy Christmas
season. A ton of
performances! It started with
our annual show in
November, which was a big
hit! Then we were off and
running every weekend at the
River Place Shops in
Frankenmuth. Caroling for all
the shoppers is our favorite
time of year! The second
annual Spirit of Song concert
at the Swartz Creek
Performance Arts Center was
a fabulous evening of a variety
of entertainment! We hope to
become regulars on this stage.
We closed out our Christmas
season with a performance at the Argentine Care Facility. Oh,
and our chorus Christmas party . . . always a blast!

We are also lucky enough to add four new members to our
risers! Elizabeth Kennedy, Chris Perry, Kris Williams and Jill
Reber. All wonderful additions to our music team! And even
more prospective members will be visiting us soon. We’re
keeping our fingers crossed that they will fall in love with
barbershop and join us!
That’s all the news
from Fenton
Lakes! Can’t wait
to see you all in
April! Sing the
song in your
hearts!
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FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS Stratford, Ontario ~ Brenda Atchison
“Life is a Song!” was the theme of our
seven-week Learn to Sing Program
commencing Sept. 14 to Oct. 26. To
promote this program, the chorus
staged a flashmob style sing-out at
various locations across the city of
Stratford.
On the first night of the program, we
welcomed five interested ladies and
another two about midway through.
Together we all learned two new songs.
Three of those ladies have decided to
stay with the chorus and we are thrilled
to announce that one has already
successfully completed her audition.
The chorus extends a warm welcome to
our newest member Erin Johnston, who
has joined the lead section.
Congratulations Erin!
In October, the chorus performed for a
large group of Early Childhood
Educators, at their daylong conference
held at the Arden Park Hotel in
Stratford.
When November arrived it was once
again time to dig up the Christmas
music and practice our Fa-La-Las! A few
weeks later with the Christmas Season
in full swing, we took our harmony
carols out to a number of senior
residences in Woodstock and Stratford.
A request to perform at the Cassel
Mennonite Church Christmas Banquet
was a thrill for us. It was exciting to sing

in the church sanctuary with such
wonderful acoustics to a large group
who obviously very much enjoyed our
performance.
Our much-anticipated annual chorus
Christmas party was held at the Festival
Inn in Stratford. Spouses, significant
others, and former chorus members are
always invited to join us at this event. It
was great to renew friendships, and
share laughs over a delicious buffet
meal. Our raffle table at this event is
always a big hit with the crowd, and
Sharon Hunter did a wonderful job of
organizing this. Winning tickets
resulted in bottles of wine, wine glasses,
Christmas cookies, homemade bread,
pecan pie, candy, knitted dishcloths,
candles, beer glasses, tablecloths, fancy
dishes, and much, much more!
At this time of giving we also always
remember to gather together our
donations to the Stratford Women’s
Shelter.
Since our chorus members are all so
talented, we provide our own
entertainment for the evening. Our
emcee Sue Sutherland always does a
wonderful job of introducing the
performers for our program. We
enjoyed the harmonies of two of our
chorus quartets, Finally Four and
HOPE. A kazoo routine by HOPE to the
tune of her favourite song, was
dedicated to chorus member Joyce

Hanson. Three of our new potential
members performed their native drumspirit song, and the humour of Jackie
Kirkman's stories had us laughing, as
did Sue Ellen (a.k.a. Sandy Feick) who
brought along her southern redneck
hospitality! A former member Lana
Coghill with her guitar, led the audience
in a few Christmas carols. But it was
The Misfit(s) who stole the show! This
lip-syncing quartet was composed of
Melissa Wright, Celina Ball, Sue
Sutherland and Della Hamilton. Their
performance of “Christmas Carol,” and
the hilarious antics of our usually quiet
reserved little Della as she sang way too
low had us practically rolling on the
floor in laughter!
The program concluded with a
rendition of “Let there be Peace on
Earth” performed by “Finally Four with
HOPE.” This is our prayer for the New
Year!
The year 2017 heralds the celebration
of the 60th anniversary of the founding
of the Festival Sounds Chorus! We are
excited as we begin to prepare for
our “Diamond Harmony” show on
October 21 at Avondale United
Church in Stratford. The featured
men’s quartet, The Heet, will join us.
We also look forward to a virtual
coaching session with Lorraine
Rochefort sometime in March.
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GRAND HARMONY CHORUS Waterloo, Ontario ~ Sue Casey
n September, we hosted our fall Barbershop Bootcamp which saw more than
10 guests take on vocal warmups, harmony and choreography in Waterloo,
Ontario. WAY too much fun!

I

Later in the month, we were working off an adrenaline
high during the Fall Music School event, “CPR: Choosing
Personal Responsibility.” Jim Arns and Renee Porzel
were informative, witty and inspirational at this
weekend event. Mind you, our attendance numbers
were somewhat low due to the wedding of year event
taking place in Kitchener, Ontario the same weekend.
Congrats to our barbershop couple, Johanna and
Andrew Shackleton!
October provided opportunities to sing the Canadian
national anthem on concurrent weekends at the Elmira
Sugar Kings’ games in Elmira, Ontario for both
Rezonation and Contour quartets. Patriotic crowds
just loved our songsters. A small group performed to an
appreciative crowd at the Afternoon Seniors Tea at
Calvin Presbyterian Church in St. Jacobs, Ontario later
in the month.
Rezonation quartet was requested again to sing the
national anthem at an Elmira Sugar Kings’ game in
early November — the hockey crowd sure loves a
cappella! At the end of the month, we hosted our
annual Christmas show, “Christmas Around The
World” with special guests, the award-winning men’s
quartet, Supertonic. A great combination of singing,
retail and raffle tables plus fresh baked goodies equal a
sold-out audience at the Elmira Lions Hall in Elmira,
Ontario. Our event even made the local CTV 6 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. newscasts!
December was a flurry of yuletide performances: Christkindl Market in Kitchener;
KW Masonic Lodge in Waterloo; Seniors Christmas Event at Woodside Bible
Chapel in Elmira; Sunlife Financial Staff – Westmount Lunch events in Waterloo
and Heritage Meadows Retirement Living Christmas Dinner in Cambridge; plus
our quartets, Rezonation, Contour and Zamira did a number of performances as
well.
On a reflective note, Heaven gained a rich baritone when one of our chorus
founders, Judy Ketchen, passed away in December (see highlighted story).
Thank you to our great MC, Roxanne Luxton-Law and Marilynn Hall who lovingly
organized GHC’s annual Christmas dinner at St. George Hall in Waterloo. And a
special shout-out to Norma Steinman, our hostess of our Christmas Party in New
Hamburg.
Our chorus is now looking forward
to our upcoming retreat weekend,
auditions 2017, contest 2017 and
our spring show 2017. See you all
in April!

Judy Ketchen
Funny, stubborn, spunky, strong-willed
and classic. Our friend Judy Margaret (nee
Davis) Ketchen was all of these and so
much more. On the strength of her
convictions and great organization skills,
Judy and others, help create the
foundation of Grand Harmony Chorus.
Starting a fledgling Sweet Adelines
chapter is no easy feat and yet our
founders had nerve to try, the tenacity to
persevere and the vision to create a future
for our a cappella art form.
Judy was one of the founders, its first
president and even team leader of GHC as
well as choreographer. She approached
each project as she approached life — it
was all in, every time. Judy had a great
love of music and education. She was able
to combine both in the creation of GHC.
Judy well-earned her 25-year-pin from
Sweet Adelines. Her passion was even
evidenced when she quarteted in A Touch
of Class. She was renowned for her quick
wit, fierce loyalty, and quiet
determination. Small in stature, this lady
was large in creativity, humour and
friendliness.
Judy, thank you for this gift of a cappella
music in the Waterloo region. You have
left a beautiful musical legacy, in our
hearts and our lives. You are and will be
greatly missed by family, friends and
acquaintances. We can never thank you
enough of the dedication and skills you
provided to the chorus over the years.
The Ketchen/Davis family has created a
scholarship to honour this multi-talented
woman at Sing Harmony
Canada, www.singharmonycanada.ca.
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS Traverse City, Michigan ~ Evelyn Harper
ow is the time for you to gather all your seasonal
music, tuck them away safely in a folder labeled
Christmas, and then give a sigh of relief that you won’t
be singing “Deck the Halls” for the next 11 months. It’s the
favorite Christmas song of our director, so we sing it more
than any other. It’s a wonderful song, but after welcoming
Santa to Traverse City, caroling up one side of Main Street
and down the other, performing at several private parties, a
two-performance job in Petoskey, a joint concert with
Encore Winds, a combined Christmas show with the local
men’s barbershop chorus … well, you get the picture. I don’t
know about the rest of my chorus, but I’m tightly sealing my
Christmas folder to make sure that song stays put until it’s
needed next year.

N

And as always, our annual chorus Christmas party that is
filled with plenty of good food, beverage, laughs and
harmony was hosted this year by Marsha Minervini at one of
the beautiful condos at the Historic Commons.
We’re goin’ to Vegas, Baby! To say that there
is excitement running through the chorus is
an understatement. There is a sense of pride,
mixed in with determination and willingness
to do whatever is necessary to prepare
ourselves and the chorus to hit the
International competition stage with a bangup winning performance. That our small
chorus has achieved such a high standing in
the world of International competition is an exhilarating
feeling, and we promise that our performance will attest that
we are worthy of the privilege.
But before that happens, it is full steam ahead toward getting
ready for our regional competition in April. That is always an
exciting time, seeing old friends and making new friends to

say nothing about hearing the best barbershop music ever!
In October, GTSC held a new event: “Choc-appella” at
Kirkbride Hall. We had four tables set up, each with several
types of chocolate from local chocolatiers, and one table of
bubbly from L. Mawby Vineyards. The chorus sang several
short sets and Sashay performed as well. It was FABULOUS
and very well received! We are in full fundraising mode to
help with Harmony Classic expenses so this event got us off
to a great beginning.
In October, our own Sashay was selected from several
entries by Deke Sharon himself, to be the warmup a cappella
group performing at The Traverse City Opera House for his
traveling “Vocalosity” a cappella show. Such an honor (!) and
Sashay represented Sweet Adelines and our chorus very
well.
In November, Kim Wonders came for a weekend of coaching,
and Sylvia Karpinsky will be sharing her magic this January.
Our own director, Jill, is very knowledgeable, but it’s funny
that when a coach tells the chorus the same thing but in
different words, we say, “Wow!” So let’s give a big cheer for
our coaches who strive to make us all champions!
We are also excited to report that Traverse City will be
hosting the “northern” Region 2 Winter Retreat Day with
Molly Huffman as our guest faculty. Saturday, March 11 is
the day to mark your calendars – you will not want to miss
the exciting educational day we have planned.
Grand Traverse Show Chorus sends Happy New Year’s
greetings to each and every chorus, and wishes you all the
best in the April competition. We cannot wait to see
everyone together again.

The Kitchen Crew – hamming it up for the
holiday party
GTSC with Encore Winds Director, Dr. Timothy Topolewski
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Tracy Haver
modeling her
Christmas Sox at the
holiday party

HEART OF ESSEX CHORUS Essex, Ontario ~ Fran Ferguson and Rose Tako
appy New Year to all our sisters in Region 2! We had a
busy and eventful fall season as we prepared for
performances and our annual Christmas concert.

H

Our own Lindy Fazekas received her 25th Region 2 Star Pin
at Fall Regional. Congrats on 25 years of beautiful harmony!
Heart of Essex welcomes our newest members, bass Robbie
Lariviere, and tenor Amie Fox. Lead Jenny Levitt just passed
her audition. Congratulations to all!
At the end of November, our voices came together and
presented our audience the beautiful gift of music at our
“Wrapped up with Harmony” holiday show and shopping
spree at the Giovanni Caboto Club. Our guest performer, Gary
MacDonald swooned tunes of Frank Sinatra and Michael
Buble to the delight of our guests. What a delightful way to
start the Christmas season!
The week after our Christmas show was for afterglow,
relaxation and fun. We learned a new song (short but sweet),
practiced songs for two Christmas performances, and took
part in the Mannequin Challenge. Great fun!

Our Christmas party took place at the
Roseland Golf and Curling Club. The country
setting was beautiful, and it even began to
snow! Our featured charity was “Sara Lewis
Socks Warm The Heart.” We delivered two
laundry baskets filled to overflowing with
colourful, warm socks and an envelope of
cash donations to Sara. She visited our chorus rehearsal to
personally show us her gratitude and to thank us for
bringing comfort to those less fortunate.
The evening passed with good cheer, singing, and best
wishes for the coming year.
It’s January 2017, and our new year begins with a retreat
weekend with our coach and good friend, Lynne Peirce. Our
weekend will be filled with learning, commitment, harmony
and a lot of love as we strive to improve our gift of voice. We
hope to share our song in our little corner of the world to
make it a happier and peaceful place to celebrate life.
See you in the spring!

Christmas

New member Robbie
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LOCK CITIES CHORUS

SONG OF THE LAKES CHORUS

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan ~ Trudy Pettenuzzo

Davison, Michigan ~ Kim Edwards

H

appy New Year Region 2! Lock Cities Chorus from the Twin
Saults hopes that 2017 is a banner year for all Sweet
Adelines.

We are looking forward to going to contest this April. Linda, our
director has been keeping our noses to the grindstone; we had Dr.
Diane Clark up from Traverse City in November to help us work on
our contest pieces. Things are coming together, with music and
choreo, though we have lots of other things coming up. We have
started work on a new performance package for this year, we have
a couple of shows in which we participate every year. So we will
be starting the new year with lots of stuff to learn.
We have also been asked to perform at the opening ceremonies of
Sault Canada’s winter carnival Bon Soo the beginning of February.
That will certainly be good exposure for the chorus.
While we look forward to a bright new year, we are also looking
back. We finished our Christmas sing-outs, 10 in all. I think we hit
every retirement and nursing home in both Saults. Lots of work,
but very gratifying to see the appreciation shown by our
audiences, even to the jokes that were part of our performance.
e.g.: What happened to the man who ate Christmas decorations?
He got ... Tinsel itis! Yeah, that is the reaction we got from most of
our audiences.
One highlight from last year was our Bridge
Span walk. The chorus sings regularly for
the International Bridge Authority, for the
annual Bridge Walk in June. We were also
asked to sing the national anthems for the
opening of the new Bridge Authority
headquarters back in 2015. As a result of
that, we were given the opportunity to climb
the span of the bridge. Six brave souls
volunteered, led by our intrepid president,
Joyce Biggs, our hardy band sallied forth, up, up and over the span
of the international bridge. From up there, you can see forever!

ong of the Lakes Chorus would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate
our first-place chorus, SHORELINE
SOUND CHORUS on a wonderful, awardwinning performance. We would also like
to extend a huge Thank You to Shoreline
Sound Chorus. They were very gracious
and purchased a Most Improved Medal for
each of our competing chorus members. We are very
excited with our 90 improvement points. Thank you!

S

TRI CITY CHORUS
Auburn, Michigan ~ Nancy Nieschulz
reetings from Tri City Chorus. I hope everyone had
a happy holiday season. In November, we had two
performances, one at Grace United Methodist
Church and one at Sheffield Place, an assisted living
facility and nursing home, both in Bay City. We did
caroling again this year for Bay City Management as part
of their Sundays in the City program on Nov. 13, 20, 27
and on Dec. 4. We had a performance in November at
Swanhaven Manor, an assisted living facility. In
December, we performed at Huron Woods, a nursing
home; at Hoyt Nursing and Rehab Center in Saginaw;
and we had our annual Christmas show at the State
Theater in Bay City. Our guest performers were the
men’s chorus from Bay City, Harbor Sounds. Til next
time.

G

All in all, it was a good year for Lock Cities chorus. We welcomed
some new members and are definitely looking forward to the New
Year with excitement.
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LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~ Jo Kulik
ever a dull moment with London Chorus. Our exciting
fall started as we prepared to enter the room in
Dearborn to perform our Las Vegas package for Region
2. It was quickly noticed that two of our leads were missing!
Word spread quickly that Joyce had taken Pat to hospital in
Detroit as she was suffering chest pains.

N

event went directly to enable some 75 Banting students to
attend the Anniversary Ceremony in France at the Vimy
Ridge Canadian Memorial in April of 2017. This will be a
life-changing trip for these students and London Chorus
along with other local artists donated their performance for
this cause.

Good news: They ended up in Windsor and at Hotel Dieu
hospital, where it was determined that Pat had indeed
suffered a heart attack. Thanks to Joyce, she got there in
time, treatment followed and Pat was safely returned to
London later that week. She is back on the risers where she
belongs.

Our annual Christmas tea in early December was a great
success, with a full house and a lovely letter to the editor of
the London Free Press thanking us for a wonderful afternoon
of holiday cheer. It is so rewarding when an audience
member makes those efforts to say thank you.

Bad News: Joyce missed receiving her 25 year pin at the
regional ceremony. The lovely pin was presented to her at
chorus and we now congratulate Joyce Walter on her
accomplishment and thank her for taking such good care of
Pat.
Las Vegas followed a month later and we had a blast. We
ended our Tuesday rehearsal early to cheer for Great Lakes.
They made us proud and we were happy to be there to
celebrate their second place win. Two days later we took that
stage and strutted our stuff in front of the barbershop world.
Happy memories for all and a check off the bucket list for
many.
Not long after the planes landed from Las Vegas, we were on
stage at Banting Secondary School supporting a memorial
performance recognizing the 100th anniversary of Canada’s
involvement in Vimy Ridge in France. All proceeds from this

Our Christmas party this year had a western theme filled
with blue jeans, cowboy hats, line dancing and lots of
laughter.
We offer chorus congratulations to one of our members, who
served the Canadian Armed Forces as an Air Medical
Evacuation Specialist. Jackie Buttnor has qualified for the
Invictus Games to be held in Toronto in the summer. These
games are for injured and wounded serving and retired
military personnel from 17 nations. We will all be watching
and cheering for this committed warrior, and hoping she gets
an opportunity to meet Prince Harry.
As 2017 begins, we look forward to exciting
coaching sessions with Erin Howden on Feb. 5
with our Region 2 friends. Hard work and positive
reinforcement helps us all to improve and that is why
we invest our time, money and effort into this
wonderful hobby. Yet another competition is waiting for us
in April, full speed ahead.
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MOTOR CITY BLEND CHORUS Farmington Hills, Michigan ~ Kathy Green
fter a year of planning and paperwork the consolidation
of the Great Lakes and Spirit of Detroit choruses is
complete!

A

Months passed fast and furious as both choruses took votes,
selected a name, wrote standing rules and bylaws, found a
rehearsal location, and worked with international on those
and other details to submit our application for consolidation
to the International board. In between, GLC prepared for and
gave an incredible contest performance in Las Vegas and
Spirit planned and staged their last annual show, highlighted
with a debut of the new chorus. Whew!
It was a lot of work, but so well worth it as 2017 got off to an
exciting start. MCB started on January 1, had its first rehearsal
January 3, and has been running and having fun ever since.
After a front row audition with Renee Porzel in December, the
chorus had an awesome riser placement done by Diane
Porsche on January 10. Work on new music continued, and
audits began after a fantastic coaching session with Betty
Clipman on January 15. Plans were made to work with Jim
and Renee in February as, behind the scenes, our costume

committee continued planning, creating and fitting our 100+
members, and work progressed on a chorus website. Our new
board meet on January 19, and its officers and committee
heads are continuing to take care of details, setting up and
providing chorus support.
The whole chorus has enjoyed coming together, getting to
know each other even better, and has been especially looking
forward to April. We remain focused on getting ready for our
first contest, and have been having a blast with our new
sound, new songs, new choreo and “new” directors. Under the
direction of LeAnn K. Hazlett and Sylvia Karpinsky, the Motor
City Blend Chorus is proud to be one of the choruses
representing the incredible Region 2!
Looking further into 2017, MCB invites all
Region 2 members to join us for the May 6
regional education event with Lori Lyford. It'll
be here before we know it, as will MCB's first
annual show already scheduled for October
22. The fun just doesn't stop!

There were 97 present and five absent at this rehearsal where we were voice-placed by Diane Porsche, just prior to a coaching
session with Betty Clipman. Basses are mostly in green. Baris are mostly in purple. Tenors are wearing blue and leads have on
pink-coral.
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NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS Prescott, Michigan ~ Brenda Benjamin Marsh
oodbye 2016, Hello 2017! Once
again, Northern Blend Chorus had
a very busy holiday schedule. We
had two full-chorus Christmas shows,
one being at an Oscoda church, the
second at a Rose City church. The Rose
City performance was on – to date – the
worst day of winter. Many of our
women were at a sing-out in Hale but
braved the weather to get there on time
and surprisingly there was a very good
attendance. It was hard to believe that
there were so many devoted singers as
well as guests. Both of the shows were
successful and much enjoyed by all.
Many commented on the fact that we
put them in the Christmas spirit at last.

G

Christmas is such a giving time for
many of the women in Northern Blend
Chorus. Our quartets are busy with
sing-outs at various occasions and
venues to include assisted living
facilities as well as nursing homes.
Prior to Christmas we once again
performed in our local Kiwanis show
production which makes money to give
back to the community. We also had a
wonderful ensemble perform for a
party at the Ogemaw Commission on
Aging.

Our dear Johanna Otteson hosted our
annual Christmas party. Again we
braved the bad weather for this fun
get-together but certainly missed our
director, Susan Heimburger. She had a
very long drive and we were happy that
she decided not to drive in the
inclement weather.
Our most active quartet, Light Hearted
very much enjoys singing Christmas
tunes but one of their favorite singing
occasions is for veterans on Veterans
Day as well as other veteran
celebrations. In November they pleased
a very large crowd at a luncheon
honoring Larry Boyce, Ogemaw
County's 2016 Veteran of the Year. It
was a full hall and they sang the
national anthem for the Raising of
Colors as well as patriotic songs during
the luncheon.

April. (As pictured, Tiffany Crawford is
a duel member and also belongs to Tri
Cities Chorus, Claudia Koblinski-Burrell,
and Amanda Clark.) They do a
wonderful job and we are thankful for
them.
We also have our own Pam Reilly back
and are thrilled about that. Traci Martin
has joined our chorus and we are
supporting Prospective Lakeland
Harmony of Brighton as they build their
new chorus with Traci as director.

We continue our fund-raising activities
which include our delicious homemade
pies. Many of you have had them and
can attest to their deliciousness.

With the holidays being over we are
now having work bees with musical
craft classes and of course are in the
process of learning our new contest
songs and looking forward to our
coaching sessions with Traci Martin,
Denise VanDyken, and Judy Herrick. We
will also have a St. Patrick's weekend
musical retreat at the northern lodge of
Pam Reilly in Lachine. That event has
become annual and we all enjoy the
friendship time as well as the practice
time.

We have acquired new members this
year and are very excited about
introducing them to the convention in

We wish you a healthy and safe winter
and look forward to being with you in
Dearborn this coming April.

Ogemaw Commission on Aging

Chorus Christmas Party

Light Hearted
Our new singers
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SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS Sarnia, Ontario ~ Diane O'Neill
appy New Year to our sister
choruses in Region 2! We wish
you health, peace and harmony in

H

2017.
Our fall and winter season started
with the Region 2 Music School in
Dearborn with Jim Arns and Renee
Porzel. What an awesome weekend! So
much information in such a short time!
Renee is a fireball of energy, and Jim's
style and sense of humor are a delight.
“What Color Is Your Brain” was a
favorite session. It provided insight into
why chorus sisters think the way they
do, and gave us all an opportunity to
understand ourselves a little
better. The Saturday night show with
our regional winning choruses and
quartet sendoff to International
competition was outstanding. We have
reason to be very proud of all of them.
October began our preparation for the
Christmas season. Our second annual
Holiday Cafe was held in November at
St. Thomas Aquinas hall in Sarnia. Once
again we combined our show with a
charity raffle, with proceeds going to
our host's sponsorship of three
refugees who will be reunited with their
families in Canada. We wish them all
the best. We had a full house, lots of
treats, and Christmas spirit in
abundance. The Christmas season
continued with sing-outs at nursing
homes and senior living centers in both
Sarnia, Ontario and Port Huron,
Michigan. Our chorus is truly
international, with members from both
Sarnia, Lambton and Port Huron, St.
Clair Counties in Michigan. We enjoy
the opportunity to cross the border and
bring our special brand of harmony to
both of our countries.
We finished off the Christmas season

and 2016 with our annual Christmas
party. A potluck dinner, there was, as
always lots of good food and friendship.
Our membership chair, BJ Swarts, put
together games that often had us
laughing almost out of control. We
teased one of our leads, Diane
Lamarche, as director Michelle St.
Onge-Mitchell “dressed her up with
ribbons and bows.” She was a good
sport through it all. A “Name That
Tune” game by Emma Crosbie pitted
teams against one another as she
played snippets of Christmas songs old
and new. It was an interesting test
between our younger members and
more seasoned ladies. A tie resulted,
and a tug of war determined the
winners. It was a great ending to 2016.
We returned to rehearsals in January
with one thought in mind: contest is fast
approaching! We have already had
coaching sessions with our coach Julia
Beadle, director of London Chorus, and
more sessions are on the books.
Costume fittings have begun, and we
can't forget about choreo. We have
several newbies preparing for their first
competition. We know they will be
amazed, and inspired, by the
experience. In the middle of all this
excitement, we have a guest night in
January, hoping to see all of the ladies
that were interested in what we do
during Hobby Fest last July.
A FAMILY AFFAIR
Our chorus is made up of women who
feel like family. There is no denying the
bonds we have all formed. In three
instances, those bonds are indeed of
family. Ev St. Onge brought her
daughter Michelle into the chorus as a

teenager. Ev and her husband Bob had
both been barbershoppers for years.
Since Ev says Michelle was born
singing, it was only natural they would
encourage her to sing with the chorus.
Michelle grew up to become director
Michelle St. Onge-Mitchell, Certified
Sweet Adelines Director of Seaway
Sounds Chorus.
Lead Diane Lamarche has also been
with the chorus for many years. In 2014
Diane invited her daughter Stephanie to
a guest night. When she joined the
chorus on the risers, she discovered she
had a voice and enjoyed singing.
Stephanie joined the chorus as a lead.
Diane says it is really fun participating
in their hobby together, and because of
it they finally get some together time.
Diane O'Neill joined as a bass in 1999.
Although she had to take two
unavoidable medical leaves since that
time, she went chapter at large so she
wouldn't lose her standing as a member
of Sweet Adelines. She returned last
year, joined the lead section and
brought with her granddaughter
Hannah Clark, our newest baritone.
Hannah was a member of her high
school choir and loved a cappella
singing. After graduation and a summer
with Got Harmony? Day Camp, it was an
easy transition to Seaway Sounds.
We celebrate our family members, and
the extended family we all share with
our sisters in song not only in our
chorus, but Region 2.
We are looking forward to spring, and
regional competition in April. We love
seeing all of you and cheering you on,
and sharing the excitement of this
“hobby” we all share. See you in
Dearborn. Bust A Chord, Region 2!
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS Royal Oak, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche
nother fall regional school,
another fantastic weekend with
singing sisters in harmony,
another learning experience held at the
DoubleTree by Hilton. “CPR” classes
were held where we learned the color
of our brains, commandments of
chorus, five body actions in vocal skills,
and much more. Our evening program
included sendoffs to London and Great
Lakes Choruses, bound for Vegas.
Their Irish and Superhero packages
were show-stoppers at International.
Fascination and Fusion proudly
represented us in quartet competition
as well in Regions 2 and 17,
respectively. To quote Anne Norman
(RMT) “Who knew so much hard work
could be so much fun!”
Congratulations also to Shoreline’s
Nancy Aird and Keane Michelin who
received their 25-year pins at regional!
Then – more “fun” for Shoreline
Sunday as we experienced a rewarding
coaching session with Jim Arns and
Renee Porzel. They never cease to
amaze us with their combined eyes,
ears and skills.
Is it possible that International
competition gets better and better all

A

the time?! I don’t know, but the 2016
competitors were truly outstanding. We
loved watching all the quartets
compete, and are so proud of our
president Becky Cherry in Fusion
(representing Region 17) and
Fascination (Region 2).
The first Saturday of November
brought us an extraordinary day of
coaching: Barbershop with Betty
(Clipman that is)! The all-important
vowel production makes a world of
difference. All are sung in the same
space and we must equalize them. Our
work is coming from the brain and
breath. When we get on stage, think of it
as another “perfect” rehearsal. Betty
made our coaching easy; she was “userfriendly!”
Losing loved ones close to the
holidays is always difficult. Our love
and deepest sympathies go to Marylou
Montpas whose husband Dan passed
away and to Cathie McClary who lost
her brother Doug due to an illness, both
in early December. We, of course,
continue our prayers for Judy
Solomon’s husband, Pete, to return to
good health soon. He is now stronger
and walking without his walker!

RMT wishing Becky Cherry
and Fusion success in Las
Vegas

“The party’s over, my friend,” and a
party it was. Shoreline’s “Poinsettias &
Pasta – Sounds of the Season” dinner
show was a confirmed success in
December. The house was packed; in
fact, in the words of our Jewel Sechler,
the AMVETS hall was “cozy!” By the
time Santa and Mrs. Claus arrived after
dinner and show, we were bursting at
the seams, but pleasantly so. Spaghetti,
salad and warm rolls were delish (many
compliments were heard about the
SAUCE), and all enjoyed cake and
cookies for dessert. Special
appreciation
goes to Darlene and her kitchen crew,
plus to our many servers and worker
bees, as well as to Judy Mellen for
putting our script and show together.
Both Full Circle and Riot Act quartets
sang beautifully and drew well-earned
applause.
One party was not enough; we
celebrated again with our chorus party
and had a good attendance in spite of
the bitter cold. You can’t keep a good
chorus filled with loving friends down!
See each and everyone next year. Be
WARM and WELL and get your flu
shots!

Great Lakes Superheroes
package

Fusion on stage in Las Vegas

Coaching with Betty Clipman

Christmas Pasta Dinner Show

Jewel and Diane

Anna with Santa
and Mrs. Claus

Sally and Pete
Burns with the
Clauses
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Sheila and Deanna at the
Overtones luncheon

WATER WONDERLAND CHORUS Okemos, Michigan ~ Reta Corr
hew! What a fall at Water Wonderland Chorus! We
started with “A Cappella Roundup,” our westerntheme dinner show, complete with chuck wagon and
a “boot scootin” slate full of country/western music. We
performed to a full house and were thrilled to have Vortex
as our featured guest quartet! Thank you, ladies!

W

After a short three weeks of rehearsal, we transitioned into
our holiday rush. We opened the season with a performance
at Lansing's “Silver Bells in the City.” For more than 35 years
we have been invited to sing at this festival celebrating the
start of the holiday season in the Lansing area. The evening's
festivities were complete with music, lighted parade, tree
lighting and fireworks. This year was a first though. Due to
extremely mild weather, thousands turned out to enjoy the
celebration only to be chased off by torrential rain. We were
fortunate to perform early and avoided the downpour!
From then until December 21, we did our annual “Take the
Show on the Road” tour. A few years ago, we decided instead
of having a holiday concert, we would take the concert to the
Lansing area residents. Many of the people who would like
to attend our shows are hesitant to come out during the
winter due to the unpredictable Michigan weather. We had
the opportunity to sing over a dozen times in four short
weeks. From performances at assisted living facilities to
community service organization dinners to company holiday
parties, the opportunities abounded as we were able to
share our brand of music with many new faces and spread
our love of barbershop harmony with hundreds of

enthusiastic and appreciative audiences.
After each performance, we enjoyed the fellowship of an
afterglow where we gathered to unwind. On two occasions,
we were able to squeeze in a great fundraiser, enjoying the
company of family and friends and benefitting from the
sponsorship of two local restaurants, never missing an
opportunity to sing a few songs in the process.
The week before the final stop on our tour, we took time to
celebrate a very successful year at our annual Christmas
party, joyfully gathering together to share food, fun and song
with our families and friends.
It was great to be busy, spending time with sisters in song
and sharing our lives together. 2016 had some great
moments and some trying ones as we saw failing health
affect our sisters and their family members. As the year
came to a close, we found great comfort in knowing that as
we all struggle, there is a sisterhood, a “family,” praying for
and comforting us.
2017 finds us picking up right where we left off, with a few
performances already scheduled. At the same time, we are
getting ready for competition in April. We look forward to
seeing you all in Dearborn. Until then, may your friendships
strengthen and comfort you as you continue sharing, as we
will, the love of barbershop harmony with your sisters in
song.

Border Lakes Region 2 Sweet Adelines International -- Border Lights WINTER 2017 -- Page 17

Riot Act Quartet
appy New Year! We can hardly contain ourselves now that
it's contest season! We were absolutely thrilled with our
fourth-place medals that we won at the last contest! It's
now time to work on improving our performance. We just can't
wait to put our sparkle on stage! Our coaches are helping us
along the way. We are so blessed to be working with some
phenomenal talent – Diane Cattalane, Dixie Dahlke, Jim Arns,
Renee Porzel, Betty Clipman!

H

We were also lucky enough to have some performance
opportunities. We had a great time singing at a fundraiser
hosted by the Fenton Lakes Chorus at the Masonic Temple in
Flint in September. Then we sang for the Fenton Arts Council
meeting. They were quite happy to have a bit of barbershop on a
rainy night. It was also great to be invited to sing on both Fenton Lakes Chorus and Shoreline Sound Chorus
shows! Great audiences at both events.
We have so many friends that will be sharing the stage with us in April! It just makes us smile to think about all
those great people in one place. Best wishes to all competitors! Until then, keep the music ringing!
Hugs,
Cindy, Jenny, Nancy, Jacquie
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A CAPPELLA BELLA prospective • BLUEWATER • CARILLON BELLES • CROSSROADS HARMONY •
FENTON LAKES • FESTIVAL SOUNDS • GRAND HARMONY • GRAND TRAVERSE • GREAT LAKES •
HARMONY GATEWAY • HEART of ESSEX • HEART of MICHIGAN • LAKELAND HARMONY prospective •
LOCK CITIES • LONDON • NORTHERN BLEND • RIVERLIGHTS HARMONY • SEAWAY SOUNDS •
SHORELINE SOUND • SONG of the LAKES • SPIRIT of DETROIT • TRI CITY • WATER WONDERLAND

BORDER LAKES REGION 2
&
SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR
2017
4/20-22
4/23
10/9-14
2018
4/26-28
4/29
10/15-20

2019
4/11-13
REGIONAL CONVENTION – THE HENRY/MARRIOTT
– DEARBORN MI
RMT INSTALLATION – THE HENRY -- DEARBORN
MI
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – LAS VEGAS NV

4/14
9/16-21
2020
10/12-17

REGIONAL CONVENTION – THE HENRY/MARRIOTT
DEARBORN MI
RMT INSTALLATION THE HENRY/DEARBORN
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – NEW ORLEANS
LA
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION LOUISVILLE KY

REGIONAL CONVENTION – EDWARD VILLAGE
DEARBORN MI
RMT INSTALLATION EDWARD VILLAGE
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – ST. LOUIS MO

2016-2017 REGIONAL COORDINATOR SUPPORT ASSIGNMENTS
(COMMUNICATIONS MARTHA DELARGEY): HISTORIAN KRISTA MENSER; NOMINATING CHAIR JOANN KRAMER; NEWSLETTER LINDA MAY
! (DIRECTORS JEANNE LUNDBERG) PRG COORDINATOR LINDA LIDDICOATT, MASTER; DIRECTOR SPECIALIST CHRIS NOTEWARE,
CERTIFIED; PAST DIRECTOR COORDINATOR LOIS KELLY ! (TEAM MARY PATRICK): 25-YEAR PINS DIANA GREGG ! (EVENTS ANNE
NORMAN): REGISTRAR EDUCATION EVENTS HENNY FORD; ASSISTANT REGISTRAR LOIS KELLY ! CHAIR REGIONAL CONVENTION MARY
PATRICK ! (EDUCATION NANCY LIEDEL): DIRECTOR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM PEGGI STARKEY; YWIH NAN WARDIN; ARRANGERS
DR. DIANE CLARK; COACHING GRANTS DIANA GREGG ! (MARKETING LISA GILKEY) PR LIAISON LINDA MAY

