Riot Act Quartet
 submitted by Nancy Liedel

ello all! Thanks to Linda May for keeping our publication going so
we can stay in touch! Riot Act had a great Christmas season
singing at the Holly Dickens Festival and on the Fenton Lakes
Chorus Christmas show. We also got to grace the stage with Shoreline
Sound Chorus and their cast of misfits. Since then, we all know that this
pandemic has put a halt to all our physical rehearsals. However, we
were lucky enough to get one last coaching session in before the
statewide stay-at-home order. Thanks to LeAnn K. Hazlett for giving so
much to our continuing education! Although we are saddened by the
canceling of our regional competition, that hasn’t stopped us from
learning new music and stay in touch every Sunday at our regular
rehearsal time. We spend the time making plans and just making
silliness! While we wait out this pandemic, take time to remember why
we do what we do. The love of music and the love of each other. Until we
meet again! Sing! Love! And stay safe!

H
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A CAPPELLA BELLA CHORUS Muskegon, Michigan ~ Kathy Niergarth
Greetings from Michigan’s
western border!
he deep blue sky and bright
sunshine belie the fact that
our current wind chill is 29
degrees. The Bellas hope that you and your loved
ones are safe during these unprecedented times.
January seems so long ago. That’s when Nancy
Liedel visited us for our first coaching session as
we prepared for contest. After we sang our new
ballad for her, she asked us this question, “Do you
really love this song?” Uh oh, we thought, as we
assured her that we really did like our choice.
“Good,” she replied, “because it is a perfect fit for
the Bellas!” Over the next two hours, Nancy
brought that music alive in our hearts and voices.
We left rehearsal knowing we had a great ballad
for contest.

T

Practicing jazz hands after our last coaching session

Nancy returned the end of February for a full day coaching
session. She continued to tweak our ballad to clean up the
“train wrecks” as she called them (we definitely had a
few). She worked to move us from just singing the song to
interpreting the words and music. We tackled our up tune
in the afternoon, adding dynamics and enhancing the
choreography with some sexy moves.
And then life as we knew it came to a grinding halt. The
Bellas have been using technology to check in on one
another since rehearsals were canceled. Baritone Julie
Bredin sewed masks and delivered them to her Bella
sisters. Director Marilee Wexstaff challenged us to learn a
new song and to sing it with her over the phone. She also
facilitated a Zoom meeting last night that brought all of us
together for the first time in five weeks. It’s a good thing
she had a mute button! We decided to continue these
virtual meetings until we can once again gather together
in song.
Marilee was able to use her time at home to get our
website up and running again. Our old site was hacked
before Christmas by someone selling viagra. It was such a
mess that she had to start from scratch with a new web
hosting company. Check us out at acappellabellas.com.
On a personal note, my Mom would have been 103 today
(April 16). I thank her daily for bringing the love of music
into my life and encouraging me to join Vocal Music
programs in high school and college. Even when
Alzheimer’s had ravaged her brain, music still brought a
smile to her face as she tapped her toe to the beat. When I
opened the draperies this morning to the new day, I
caught myself singing one of her favorite songs: “The sun
is a’shining to welcome the day. Hi ho, come to the fair.”
Miss you, Mom.
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CARILLON BELLES CHORUS Simcoe, Ontario ~ Sandra Reid
Harmony Day in 2019
ast year at this time our chorus was very
busy preparing for our second Harmony
Day. We were contacting private music
teachers, emailing previous participants,
responding to register requests, organizing
music folders, planning both lunch and supper
meals, and signing up for kitchen and other
duties. We were most fortunate to receive a
local municipal grant, and had several food
donations to help offset our costs.

L

In 2018, we had 19 participants, and we were
aiming for 25 and hoping for an increase in
numbers. We were quite delighted to have 24
registering – and the enthusiasm and
excitement on May 11 was most rewarding!
This time of year seems to work best for our
Ontario students, as dance and cheerleading
competitions are over, soccer schedules have
not started, school trips have not started, and it
is before the secondary school final exams. It
was a delightful day, and the free concert in the
evening was well attended with a full church.
While the COVID-19 has cancelled this year’s
Harmony Day, this has provided us with a
break and time to reflect on next year’s
possibilities.
The Carillon Belles Chorus has experienced a
rebirth in that while smaller in numbers, this
has provided us with many new opportunities.
Having been fortunate to have Joan Minns as
our music director for over a decade, we
understood the need to move on with less
demands in her life. Our chorus was lucky that our assistant music director, Heidi Bowman, also certified, was willing and able
to take over the position.
As members age and face their own health challenges, or responsibilities to spouse and families,
the remaining chorus members have reached out to both present and former members to offer
support. While always encouraging, our smaller numbers have been quite a strong force for each
other in difficult times.
We have been very busy at the end of 2019 with many sing outs. Being smaller in numbers has
provided our chorus with a variety of venues not always possible with a larger chorus. We
performed at the Norfolk County Fair, put on a standing ovation concert at St. James United
Church, and participated in the Lighthouse Theatre fundraiser for local talent. Our sing-outs for
this spring have been cancelled but we look forward to rescheduling when life returns to a more
normal situation.
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FENTON LAKES CHORUS Fenton, Michigan ~ Nancy Liedel
t seems like
forever since
we’ve seen each
other! But, we’re all
staying safe and
healthy. We’ve been
quite busy since last
we saw many of you. Our annual
chicken dinner was a huge success! We
also had some pretty amazing coaching
sessions with Karen Sweeters, Renee
Porzel, and Jim Arns. These folks have
so much to share!
We had to find a new rehearsal place
last fall. With the hard work of Hettie
Gorton and Sheila Jamnik, we were

I

Chicken dinner

successful in landing the choir room at
Linden Middle School. It’s perfect! We
also have a backup place in the Linden
Presbyterian Church when the school
is not available.
Once in our new place, we invited
Nan Wardin to conduct a goal-setting
session. She was absolutely amazing! If
you need a goal setting session, we
highly recommend Nan Wardin!
As always, our Christmas season was
jam-packed with performances in
Frankenmuth. We also had a Christmas
show. Guests on our show included
Cedar and Reed, Kicks Quartet, Toast
Quartet, and Riot Act Quartet. It was

very fun! Lots of great music, lots of
great laughs! We ended our singing
season with a guest spot on the annual
Flint Male Choir’s Christmas show at
the Swartz Creek Performance Arts
Center. Always a great audience there.
Of course, we can’t forget our
Christmas party! Jeanne and Roger
Lundberg opened their home to us. It
included the ultimate in funny gifts!
Who doesn’t want a pair of socks with
Nancy Liedel’s face on them?
So, until we meet again, stay safe! We
need you all around for a long time!
Virtual hugs from all of us!

Chicken dinner
Fenton Lakes Christmas

Sara & Kaitlyn
Face socks
Riot Act on Fenton’s show

Frankenmuth

Toast
Kicks
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FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS Stratford, Ontario ~ Brenda Atchison
Such disappointment from every corner of our Region Two.
The need to cancel Competition, broke Hearts and made us blue!
We all had worked so hard to get the Chords and Choreo right.
But we know that Sweet Adelines don't go down without a fight!
We have a Music Virus and it courses through our veins.
The sounds of 4-part Harmony, we hear its sweet refrains.
Social Distance cannot kill it, there is no known vaccine.
We hear the pitch and find our note, COVID can't intervene!
The Tenors are angelic and they float above the rest.
The Leads belt out the melody, you know we do our best!
The Baritones fill in the space between the other parts.
And the Basses singing way down low stir warmth within our hearts!
Our risers may sit empty while our Chorus is apart.
But the echos of our music still ring within our hearts.
So now on Wednesday nights we gather through the “Zoom.”
To see the faces we hold dear and help us through the gloom.
We’re finding ways to entertain ourselves in this deadlock.
Some sew and knit, some read and write, while others walk or talk.
And then there’s those who bang the pots to show appreciation,
To all of those who work so hard to help to save the nation.
New music has been sent our way, with learning tracks included.
We all must learn them on our own while we remain secluded.
Across the miles we hold on tight, Lord keep us safe we Pray,
Till we can join our hands and sing “Tomorrow’s another Day!”
YES! Tomorrow IS another day, let's all remember this!
The lessons COVID taught us, we really can't dismiss.
Let's find the good in all this bad and try for a retake.
Our Earth is Thankful for this rest, while Nature gets a break.
Cities that never sleep have all come to a stop.
Humanity is hunkered down, will we come out on top?
Pollution levels have decreased, the Air is clear again!
Can we change our way of life, and from our waste refrain?
We’re all in this together, will we learn from our mistakes?
And give our Earth the respect it needs, before it completely breaks?
Can we reduce our carbon footprint, and change what we transpire?
And give all creatures their rightful place within God’s earthly Choir!
So to all our Singing Sisters, quarantined in Region Two.
May God keep you safe and healthy, ‘till that day we get the cue,
To join together once again in sweet Harmonious Song.
Keep a melody within your Heart and stay #sweetadelinesstrong!
May the Good Lord Bless and Keep you till we Sing again!
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS Traverse City, Michigan ~ Mandy Gibson
y final
paragraph in
the December
Border Lights article
was this: “So, let's get
on with our new year and new decade.
It feels kind of exciting to me. Where
will we go? What will we learn? How
will we handle new adventures and
changes? Who else will come into our
lives? Let's find out!”
Who knew how much would happen
in just a couple of months! As with all
of you, we are doing the best we can in
our personal lives and in our chorus
with online rehearsals every Tuesday
evening and Happy Hour on Fridays for
connecting chit chat. This gives an
entirely new perspective on one of our
warm-ups, “zoom -zoom- zoom -zoom
-ahh-ah!”
Even though we are disappointed to
not meet in person each week, there
actually are a few advantages to a
Zoom rehearsal. We don't have to
worry if the weather is iffy which is still
a real thing in Northern Michigan. We
save time traveling which is up to an
hour or more for some of our
members. We have a great opportunity
to see ourselves while we rehearse so
we can pay attention to our face, our
mouth and of course our choreo
moves. Newbies get to learn everyone's
names and personalities. It's a good
opportunity to welcome visitors in
perhaps a less threatening
environment, less pressure on people

M

who may have never visited a chorus,
or who felt a little overwhelmed on a
previous in-person visit. We can go
braless on Zoom? We are feeling a
great connection in a time of isolation,
taking time to hear about each other
and what's going on in individual lives.
And Jill says she loves the “Mute All”
button.
Our board also had a very successful
board and budget meeting with Zoom.
Even though we can't hear one another
during rehearsal we are taping and
sending in recordings. Some of us are
also FaceTiming with our listener to
qualify on new songs.
Personally, our members are flexing
creativity to find interesting things to
do during the stay at home order. I
have set up a Bag Library in my garage
with books in each bag from a variety
of genres -- fiction, nonfiction, and
young adult. Anyone can come and take
a bag to borrow, read what they like
and return it for another. When I sent
out an email to the chorus to encourage
people to come get books, Jill asked if I
had puzzles. Well I didn't, but I do now!
Jill pulled her foot spa from the back of
a closet and gave herself a pedicure
AND she is taking online piano lessons.
Several members are cooking from
scratch more, contacting friends and
relatives more, working harder than
before on chorus music, doing
workouts at home, got back to sewing
and similar projects, making masks,

sorting pictures, making scrapbooks,
reading more, and importantly letting
go of so many “have-to-dos.”
Just as we started our quarantine, our
cookbooks arrived. We had compiled a
chorus cookbook to sell to friends and
neighbors AND to YOU at Regional. It is
a lovely collection of over 300 recipes
and we hope you will support us by
buying one or two. We are accepting
orders; you can get yours by contacting
Mona at monamackey@sbcglobal.net It
is a beautiful book as you can see for
$25.
I am attaching some photos of our
Zoom sessions including the bingo
game that Jill put together for us last
week. We each printed out two copies
of the blanks and then filled in our
cards with words from the list. Then
we played bingo at the end of our
rehearsal with special prizes for the
winners that they will get in the mail.
Fun! I also have pictures of the transfer
of our Star Awards in February. These
are rotating awards for specific music
accomplishments with the previous
recipient choosing the next.
Many of our chorus members are
nurses. We are especially proud and
supportive of them as we all maneuver
through odd territory. Our hearts and
thoughts are with all of you, especially
those of you in the metro area. How
heartbreaking it is to hear the numbers
of catastrophe there. Stay as safe as you
can and we WILL meet again.
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HEART of ESSEX CHORUS ~~ Debra DiDomenico and Joyce Clarke
reetings from the Heart of Essex Chorus, who remain in isolation like everyone else. We are all waiting
until the day we can be together again, hug, and join in friendship and song. Our very generous chorus
made a sizeable donation to the Humane Society. This was the chosen charity for our Christmas Party,
and they were so pleased to receive the cheque presented by Mavis Minney and Karen Potter-Dancey. We
had two wonderful evenings of coaching with Kim Wonders. We were on track for a great contest, and are
disappointed with the required cancellation.

G

Our 2020-2021 elections have been
held online and our board is: President
– Debra DiDomenico, vice-president –
Cathy Fox, treasurer – Karen
Potter-Dancey, recording secretary –
Connie Tatomir, corresponding
secretary – Robbie Lariviere, and
directors – Mavis Minney and Celia
Klassen. Congratulations to our well
deserving “From the Heart” recipients
as chosen by the previous month’s
winner: Amanda Mundy for January, Pat
Tellier for February, and Lois Kelly for
March.
We have been catching up like many
choruses on Zoom each Wednesday
night. Here is news from some of our
members, as well as how some are
keeping busy. These could maybe give
you suggestions on how to fill your days
too.
Lori – joined the Windsor Essex
Sewing Force, and is making caps and
masks to supply to hospitals, nursing
homes, frontline workers, and clinics.
Fran – is singing along with Praise
songs and hymns, as well as doing
Eugene’s chair exercises – both found
on YouTube. She walks her Therapy

Dog Conn, and also takes him for
“window visits” to a nursing home.
Cathy F – is a grandmother for the
first time. Emma Ann was born April 1.
Cathy had been in isolation at her
daughter’s home ahead of time, so has
been able to be with her since she
returned home with the baby.
Debbie L – keeps occupied by sewing
protection masks. She’s also been eating
meals at the same time as family
members on video.
Dianne – working in the yard, reading,
playing games, and walking. As a
surprise on her husband’s birthday,
their two families arrived, and
distanced themselves on the front lawn
to wish him a great day.
Cathy M – she and her husband just
celebrated their 50th anniversary. They
have lots of projects to be done in the
yard, and she has been enjoying
watching the birds build nests.
Amanda – exercising, doing puzzles,
walking the dog, baking . . . repeat again
the next day . . .
Linda P – doing inside renovations,
getting their boat ready, working in the
yards and hoping we can have our

picnic there again.
Rose P – practicing our new song,
working in the yard, and trying to teach
her new dog to behave.
Kim – great news that she will be
retiring in August. Daughter Allison has
been accepted into a tattoo in Finland,
so she has built herself a dance floor in
the basement.
Pat – created a What’s App with
games to play. She works outside every
day cleaning up flower beds and raking.
She has also hooked up Wii so she can
do workouts, and is scanning her Mom’s
albums.
Lois – still working from home two
days a week, has been working in the
yards, as well as her usual chorus and
RMT duties. Here is a quote from her:
“Rehearsing with Zoom — is it really as
wonderful as they say? I reach out for a
welcoming hug of warmth and love from
my chorus members, and instead feel the
touch of cold glass of my computer
monitor. What a strange world we are
living in today. Stay safe everyone.”
And on that note, Heart of Essex
wishes you well, and we’ll meet again,
don’t know where, don’t know when.

Kim wonders & HoE
Linda J and Amanda

Pat and Kathy
Mavis and Karen
Humane Society

Zoom meeting
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LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~ Jo Kulik
ho in their wildest dreams would ever have
imagined that we would be in this state of
confusion and uncertainty. The support, contact
and love of our sisters in song is one of the many things that
will help us get through this. The online lessons, the
constant flow of great pictures and videos from other
choruses and the opportunities to sing with other
barbershoppers around the world is awesome. Thank
goodness for social media.

W

Here in London we are learning new music. Our awesome director has chosen
songs with lyrics that lift us up and will be great additions to our repertoire. We
are zooming our way through our contest package to be ready for International
whether it be this year or next.
Our weekly visual rehearsals have brought much laughter as we face the
challenges of this new technology, but the thrill of seeing the faces and hearing
the greetings as each member comes on line is so uplifting. Section practices go
on monthly as usual. We are the oldest chorus in Ontario and will continue to
move forward.

TRI-CITY CHORUS
Auburn, Michigan
~ Nancy Nieschulz
reetings from
Tri-City
Chorus. We
hope everyone is
safe and well. We
had our annual
retreat in February
at the Holiday Inn in
Midland.

G

Our director decided not to attend
contest this year and instead learn
some new songs for our rep. with some
coaching assistance from Maria
Christian. We were practicing these
new songs until rehearsals were
cancelled when the schools were
closed because of the virus.

We have added themes to our weekly rehearsals. Wear red lipstick so we can
see your smile. Show us your COVID mask. Bring your support (pet?) to
rehearsal. (My husband has refused to attend, but I have learned to really
appreciate him through this . . . we might make it to 50.) Show us your COVID
hairdo!
We have just added a Friday-after-work social hour; bring snacks, a drink and
just have fun!
Enjoy the pictures of our rehearsals and the great one of Julia sporting her NO
BULLYING hairdo. Keep smiling, stay safe and healthy and harmonize the world.
Love to Region 2 from London Chorus.

We hope you all stay safe and well and
we can get back rehearsing sooner
rather than later.
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MOTOR CITY BLEND CHORUS Farmington Hills, Michigan ~ Linda May
o there we were, full-bore passing our
songs for regional and Louisville,
costume committee working hard, paying
for AEBs, learning new choreography,
planning for being regional hostess, collecting items for
baskets to raffle to the region, picking our hotel roommates,
then bam! We got stopped in our tracks along with
practically the whole world.
But we held a Run for the Roses raffle with money prizes as
a fundraiser and did the drawing live on Facebook. We went
ahead with the flower fundraiser because we could do that
without coming into contact with each other. We didn’t make
as much as we did last year when we could all interact, but it
was still a good fundraiser.
Our Pam Glass and Masako “March” Sakata (who is
returning to Japan) have left MCB, but we gained Stephanie
Nees, Cara Motzkus, Kimberly Washchuk, Kendra LaPointe
and Mika Matsuda. Kendra joined Sweet Adelines in 1988 to
sing in the Water Wonderland Chorus her mother directed.
She’s on the Coronet Club board of directors and her
parents, husband and three sons all sing barbershop. Cara
says she was told she hummed a lot as a toddler. She sang
with her two sisters, in musicals, a rock band, a funk band,

S

Bonnie Fedyski (Choral-Aires codirector) voice-placed us!

The American Heart Association
acknowledged us for Going Red
for women’s heart health.

high school concert choir, college premiere choir, church
worship teams, and with Kenyan children during high school
trips to Kenya. She became aware of barbershop in high
school as a member of a barbershop chorus called the
Highlites. Cara said: “I served as the baritone section leader
as well – only I'm now a tenor.”
Kim – who studied American Sign Language – was asked to
sing for her extended family at Sunday dinner at her
grandparents' house and that she and her dad would
traditionally perform at Christmas for everyone. “My musical
soul mate has always been my dad,” Kim said and described
an extensive musical background for him. “My dad always
performed with me at school choir pop solo concerts. We've
recorded things with his music equipment in the basement
and we've sung for different occasions ranging from church
to family get-togethers to weddings, funerals.”
We have not Zoom-ed as a chorus, but we make frequent
use of our MCB Members Only Facebook page. Besides, MCB
news, we have been asked to post photos of ourselves
wearing hats, what we’re snacking on, post a joke, or a photo
of an item in our home about which we are sentimental or
proud. It helps when we’d rather be standing shoulder to
shoulder on risers and able to hug.

Becky Bartlett Ballagh taught us choreography
Joe Connelly’s coaching is always fun and
inspiring.

Patti Britz-Stensaker visited us one
night, so we had four Queens of
Harmony present.

Stephanie

Kendra and Mika

Kimberly
Quarantine humor

Cara
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NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS
Prescott, Michigan ~ Kay Gaines

SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS
Sarnia, Ontario ~ Donna Sullivan

appy Social Distancing (or not) from Northern Blend.
We should, as a chorus and region, be in the final
stages of readiness for the Region 2 contest about
now. Who would have thought we would be standing six feet
apart instead of singing as a group on the risers in
Dearborn? What a disappointment to not be renewing
friendships with others from the region. I hope each of you
can join me in being thankful for what is during this time of
uncertainty. And let us each give appreciation to those from
the region who have had to “undo” the multitude of tasks
that had already been done in preparation for contest 2020.

s with every other chorus, I sit here ready to put pen to
paper and report on the recent activities of my chorus,
Seaway Sounds, since the start of the new year. It
occurs to me that my article will not be much different from
the others. Are we unique in that we started the year
working diligently on our two contest songs? Are we unique
in that we all dreaded the inevitable costume check and
alterations? Are we unique in scheduling coaching sessions
for regional contest? Are we unique having our snowbirds
follow our rehearsals out of state and out of country on “live”
video feed?

H

A

Are we unique in that a
deadly virus invaded our
personal space causing us
to cancel rehearsals and
feeling sad/confused over
the cancellation of regional
contest? Are we unique in
stating we miss our sisters
in song, miss the harmony,
miss our beloved hobby?

In January, NBC had the opportunity to do a “stay at home”
retreat with Traci Martin. We worked hard in an effort to be
ready when Susan came back from her successful knee
surgery early in Feb. And, on Susan’s first day back we had
Vicky Gibson come to coach us. So glad we were able to get
those coaching days in before the world came to a standstill.
Our hats off to Susan who pushed thru her recuperation to
be back directing our chorus just five weeks after her
surgery.
While our chorus can’t be together in person, we are
thankful to connect via Zoom to keep up with each other and
to hear what we do to keep our lives interesting.
We hope to still be able to enjoy Harmony weekend in
Harrisville over Labor Day weekend (Sept. 4-7.) We would
so love to have you all join us around a campfire that
weekend. Until we can meet again, please stay safe and
healthy.

Are we unique in that we have happily discovered Zoom, so
we can see each other, hear each other, sing with each other?
Are we unique in that we thoroughly enjoy viewing Mo
Field's Facebook page: Beatles-a-Day (keeps the doctor
away) as well as many other posts from our talented
members?
No, our chorus is not unique; however, our organization is.
We are in this together. WE ARE SWEET ADELINES! Let's
make “Harmonize the World” our battle cry. But, please, stay
six feet – or 182.88 centimeters – apart and wear a mask
when doing so J!
Stay well, my friends.
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS Royal Oak, Michigan ~ Mary Linda Gauche
he 2019 holidays are now a
passing memory, and time to
hunker down and get ready for
Region 2 competition the end of April,
beginning of May. Resplendent Renee
Porzel came in right after a snowstorm
and began the task of teaching us new
choreo for our new uptune. The
dynamic duo (she and our Diane)
walloped us good with all the moves,
and our “Bye Bye Blackbird” came
ALIVE!

T

Singing Valentines anyone? Collage
Quartet produced some melodious
messages on that bitter cold day to
warm the hearts of appreciative
romantics. Their efforts were so
enjoyed! Tenor (Sonnet),lead (Becky),
bari (Julia) introduced newbee Deb

Thanks to our Nancy Swift who planned
and shared strategies with her RMT
members on a sunny, spring-like
Saturday in early March. With this
team, our regional competition would
be a success.

restrictions, closings and cancellations;
we all know what happened and felt
our aspirations, dreams and potential
victories shattered. Well into the “stay
home” edict, Shoreline resorted to
gathering together via a Zoom test
meeting on March 27, thanks in large
part to Diane and Sydney. About half of
us were able to attend, view each other,
chat, and attempt singing. It was a
success, and we planned to meet for a
“rehearsal” the next Tuesday and
thereafter on Tuesdays. Our April 7
meeting/singing was especially
beneficial with great thanks to Sue
Dugan and her expert technology!

… AND THEN, THE HYPED, UGLY
COVID-19 VIRUS CAME INTO OUR
LIVES. I need not repeat all the

Wishing safety, good health and love to
all our singing sisters, till we can meet
IN PERSON again.

Mulka (bass) to this quartetting thing;
and I think a good time was had by all!
Renee came back to us in March to see
how our new choreo was progressing,
and we hope she was pleased.
Meanwhile, Jim Arns was scheduled to
work with us, and we were delighted to
see him.

Collage singing valentines
Good Times in 2018
RMT retreat with our Nancy Swift

Diane and Renee our leaders
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WATER WONDERLAND CHORUS Lansing, Michigan ~ Sandra House
Hello Region 2!
ll of your sisters in song in Water Wonderland Chorus sincerely hope you and your
family are staying healthy, washing your hands, and keeping busy. I know this surreal
time will pass, but for now, it’s really hard to wait.

A

Water Wonderland was having a really good start to the new year. Our membership was
growing – four or five newbies! We had a few gigs and we’re preparing for a coaching
session. We have a great new ballad and we’re anxious to try it out. I guess there will be
plenty of time for rehearsals before the next contest!
Well, that’s it, ladies. I hope next time I’ll have a wonderful exciting article to submit. In the
meantime, take care and stay well. ~~ All of us from Water Wonderland Chorus
Jessica our director with new
members Katie and Jeannie

What does one write about when there is no singing?
 Submitted by Barb Christoff, Motor City Blend Chorus
February. March. And now April. Odds are, part or all of May. Chance of June? July?
ou don’t think about missing something
until it’s gone. Well, I miss chorus. I miss
the ladies. I miss the directors. I miss
being out and about – or oot and aboot for our
ladies across the little pond. But most of all, I
miss singing.

Y

Sure, I can sing at home – the bass part is
lovely all by itself and those around you can
put any song to your line. And I lose count of
how many times I’ve sung the phrase because
there’s no melody and I have no focus. I sing
along with all the face book posts that have such great
music. I sing along with Sirius when I’m in the car driving
to nowhere. I sing along with the streaming church
service. BUT IT ISN’T THE SAME. Where is that feeling of
joy that comes from singing on the risers with my friends?
Where is that feeling of satisfaction hearing those locking
chords? Where is that feeling of happiness when the
director feels what we do and gets into it, too? Where is
the energy that I derive from my singing sisters? And
where, oh where, is the fun from regional?

The lament is over! Looking ahead – why
shouldn’t we all come back stronger and
better than before? Not because we’re all
practicing like we’re making thousands of
dollars!
Is there any one of us who is the same as we
were before we learned all of these new terms
– COVID-19; social distancing;
shelter-in-place. Is there any one of us who
didn’t know someone with this virus? Were
we scared? Nervous? Concerned? We all
thought and prayed for those we know and those that we
didn’t. We’ve kept in touch: made phone calls; written
personal notes; sent cards. We have actually thought
about other people and how they are being affected by
what is happening – or not happening – around them. Our
situations have changed, personally and as groups. And
we are truly looking at the unknown for the foreseeable
future. It seems to me that we just move everything from
2020 to 2021, except our care and concern for each other.
Let’s keep that here among us; let’s feel ourselves singing
with each other and being together and remembering
what is important at a quiet level without our groups
physically being together. Let’s keep sending good
thoughts and positive vibes; remember the music and
what we have in the future. God Bless. Stay Safe.
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