Border Lakes Region 2 newsletter SPRING 2016

“SING” CITY
April 15-17, 2016
DoubleTree by Hilton
5801 Southfield Expressway, Detroit MI 48228
313-336-3340
Dearborn.DoubleTree.com

Both contests are in the
Ford Community & Performing Arts Center
15801 Michigan Avenue
Dearborn MI 48126

GREAT LAKES CHORUS REGIONAL ASSISTANCE CHAPTER

QUARTET
CONTEST ORDER
OF APPEARANCE

MIC TESTER - FUSION
1a. Foxfire
1. Mystique - withdrawn
2. Riot Act
3. Vortex
4. Everyday People - open division
5. Sashay
6. Novelty Shop - open division
intermission 25 minutes
7. Up to Note Good
8. Dream On! - open division
9. Rezonation
10. FULL CIRCLE
11. Venture
12. Fascination!
Fascination! Outgoing and Purple Ribbon Gang

CHORUS COMPETITION ORDER OF APPEARANCE
1. Prospective A Cappella Bella - evaluation only
2. Spirit of Detroit - evaluation only
3. London - evaluation only
4. Water Wonderland
5. Bluewater
6. Festival Sounds
7. Song of the Lakes
8. Grand Harmony
9. Riverlights Harmony
10. Fenton Lakes
intermission
11. Crossroads Harmony
12. Northern Blend
13. Harmony Gateway - open division
14. Heart of Michigan
15. Heart of Essex
16. Carillon Belles
17. Grand Traverse Show
18. Tri City
19. Shoreline Sound
Entertainment by Great Lakes Chorus

MISSION STATEMENT
Border Lakes Region 2 is an organization of American and Canadian women singers which advances musical excellence
in barbershop harmony through education and performances.

Regional Website
www.saireg2.org/
2015-16 REGIONAL MANAGEMENT TEAM
Team Coordinator Dorothy Davenport
Communications Coordinator Martha Delargey
Directors Coordinator Jeanne Lundberg
Education Coordinator Nancy Liedel
Events Coordinator Anne Norman
Finance Coordinator Judy Sirut
Marketing Coordinator Lisa Gilkey
Membership Coordinator Mary Patrick

BORDER LAKES REGION 2
2015 – 2016 REGIONAL MANAGEMENT TEAM
Education
Team
Nancy Liedel
Coordinator
Dorothy Davenport 808 Shiawassee
Ave. Corunna
14243 Shadywood Dr
MI 48817
Plymouth MI 48170
(H) 810-610-1501
(H) 734-455-0333
magicbari2000
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@yahoo.com
@comcast.net

Marketing
Lisa Gilkey
11440 Anna Lisa Dr
Sterling Hts MI
48312
(H) 586-977-5790
(C) 586-436-6023
lisag.82561
@gmail.com

Events
Communications
Finance
Anne Norman
Martha Delargey
Judy Sirut
39959 Renville Ct. 36-135 Belmont Dr.
4353 Charing Way
London, Ont.
Sterling Hts MI 48313
N6J 4J3 Can.
Bloomfield Hills MI
(H) 586-275-5977
48304
(H) 519-685-4195
(C) 586-904-4213
(C) 519-495-3317
(H) 248-642-1681
delargey.mrw
(C) 248-318-2591
annenorman544
@sbcglobal.net
@gmail.com
judysirut
@dteenergy.com
Directors
Jeanne Lundberg
Membership
44140 Cypress Pt Dr
Mary Patrick
Northville MI 48168
551 Brown St
(C) 734-377-8321
Marine City MI 48039
jeannelundberg
(H) 810-765-5654
@msn.com
(C) 810-434-4295
mapatrick1
@sbcglobal.net

Border Lakes Region 2 newsletter "Border Lights" is posted on the
regional website and distributed via email winter, spring and fall. There
are no printed copies.
Upcoming deadline September 21.
Send copy and photos to
Linda May
lindamay@ameritech.net
23611 Glenwood Street
Clinton Township MI 48035-2943
586-790-0008
Send articles by the deadline as a plain email message or as an email
attachment (avoid pdf). Send photos as attachments rather than
embedded in the document. Please put the chorus name in the subject
line of your email. No more than 600 words. Sign your articles. Send
ONLY ONE final and complete draft. (Late corrections not accepted.)
Send photos by email as a common photo file or send a photo to scan.
Attach photo information. Mailed photos will be returned if accompanied
by a stamped self-addressed envelope.
CAMERA-READY ADS
full page 10" x 7" $110; ½ page 5" x 7" $55; 1/4 page 3.5" x 5" $35;
checks payable to Border Lakes Region 2 and mailed to
Judy Sirut, 4353 Charing Way, Bloomfield Hills MI 48304

Sweet Adelines International
9110 S. Toledo
Tulsa OK 74137
1-800-992-7464 or 918-622-1444
918-665-0894 (fax)
sweetadelineintl.org
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TEAM COORDINATOR ~ Dorothy Davenport

FINANCE COORDINATOR ~ Judy Sirut

nce again, spring has arrived and with it comes lots of
changes. We not only get ready for regional competition,
we get ready for a new fiscal year. For some chapters
that means changes in our board or management team. The
biggest change for me personally is that term limitation will
take me off of the Regional Management Team as of May 1. It
has been an awesome experience being part of a team that has
such talented members – both administratively and musically.
The eight team members definitely keep the best interests of
the region foremost in their decision making while at the same
time strive to do well musically. All eight have been on the
International contest stage with their choruses and four of
them are well known as members of competing quartets. What
a joy it has been for me to work with each and every one of
them.
The RMT has appointed Mary Patrick to step into the team
coordinator position. The RMT has also appointed Melissa
Wright to Mary’s previous position as membership
coordinator. Melissa is a member of the Festival Sounds
chapter and has been part of our leadership mentoring
program. She has been “shadowing” Mary for the past year to
learn about the responsibilities of being the membership
coordinator and brings a lot of enthusiasm with her.
Some of you are aware that the Sweet Adelines International
Board of Directors has proposed a change in the regional
governance from an eight-person management team to a threeperson executive committee. Those of you who want to know
more about this proposal can access information on
International’s website.
By April 30, 2016, each regional management team will
submit one vote either in favor of the change or not in favor of
the change. In order for this proposed change to be
implemented on May 1, 2017, a two thirds majority of “yes”
votes from the regions is required. Your Region 2 RMT has
discussed the proposal at two separate meetings, has
participated in two webinars covering questions and answers,
plus has had a Skype conference with Therese Antonini, chair
of the task force for this proposal. While your RMT will be
taking its official secret ballot vote on April 17, it does not
appear at this time that two thirds of the team members are in
favor of the change. Watch for an announcement from
International on May 1, 2016 regarding the results of the vote.

ow contest season is already upon us! How did that
happen so quickly? Wasn’t it just New Year’s? I
know all of our choruses are getting ready with
coaching (don’t forget to turn in your grant forms) and
costumes and choreography – isn’t it a great time of the
year?!
The webcast during Friday night’s quartet competition
(April 15) and again on Saturday during the chorus
competition (April 16) will be returning this year. This will
give our family and friends who cannot attend the contest
in Dearborn an opportunity to watch us perform the craft
that we love so much on the contest stage.
We will again be suggesting a minimum donation of $25
and in addition we will also have a station set up (most
likely in the boutique) with the opportunity for you to make
a donation in honor of your chorus, a chorus member, a
loved one, or a memorial where you can write a card that
we will display for all to see. We will also give you a sticker
for your AEB to show that you have made a donation. These
donations/gifts will help us defray the cost of the webcast.
Please remember that Region 2 is always prepared to
accept your tax-deductible donations whether the donation
is to honor a friend or as a memorial in memory of a chorus
member or a loved one. You can also leave a legacy gift
through your will or trust. Feel free to contact me any time
if you have any questions or concerns. My contact
information is located on Page 2.

O

W

STAR AWARD PINS ~ Diana Gregg
egion 2 Star Award pins for 25 years of membership
will be given out at the Fall Music School during the
evening program. Anniversary dates to be awarded
are through September 2015. If you have accumulative
years, membership must be verified by a letter or email
from your current president or team leader to Diana Gregg .
You must also have had five active years in Region 2, when
returning or transferring from another region and have
paid 2016-2017 dues. To date, over 361 Star Award pins
have been presented to Region 2 members! Notification
letters will be sent out in August.

R

JOIN THE TEAM – Martha Delargey
ttention all members of Region 2! The RMT are looking for anyone
interested in becoming a part of the RMT. There are opportunities to be
involved as a support person or on the team. If interested or want more
information, contact Martha Delargey, communications coordinator. Contact
information: delargey.mrw@sbcglobal.net or 586-275-5977 [H] or 586-904-4213
[C]. Thank you for your interest.

A
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Director Certification Program
Peggi Starkey, DCP Coordinator
his time, I am so happy to announce TWO people who achieved their certification pin for
directors – director Merry Lu Jordan from Water Wonderland, and assistant director Heather
Kingham from Grand Traverse Show Chorus. Both are very qualified to receive this high
honor. Congratulations Merry Lu and Heather!

T

If you are interested in pursuing your knowledge in the DCP, go to the Sweet Adelines website under education to fill out the
application. If you need more assistance, please contact me (Peggi Starkey at apstar@comcast.net.) You need not be a director
or an assistant director. You can take your time doing the tests as it is independent study. We usually do the tests on Regional
weekends.

Attracting and Retaining Young Singers
Jeanne Lundberg, Directors Coordinator
s the saying goes, “there IS life after contest.” Your
chorus life may include outreach to younger singers.
Some thoughts: Where are they? We already know they
are online! Establish an online presence for your chorus
through a web page, (link it to the International site)
Facebook, Meetup.com, Pinterest, etc.
Young singers LIKE barbershop harmony! We don’t need to
dumb it down for them, or force their pop music into a
barbershop mold, when it may not really fit. They like to ring
chords! Would you believe, young singers actually LIKE that
old chestnut, “Chordbusters March?” But a whole repertoire
of “Down by the Old Mill Stream” won’t cut it either. Variety
and balance!
Directors: Offer young guests a personal followup after their
first visit. At the very least, greet them individually with a bit
of one-on-one time at your rehearsal. You are the person out
front who controls time at rehearsal, how it is spent. Help her
feel welcomed and comfortable. Keep rehearsal moving and
upbeat, so she will have a great time and want to return.
Invite her to your risers – the very first rehearsal. She will get
the hang of vocal and visual warmups and skill-building. Let
her sing, and be surrounded by singers!
Young singers may not be of driving age. We are at the
mercy of their parents, unless they have a family member,
neighbor, etc., already in our chorus. Show these parents
appreciation, keep them in the loop on everything. You may
get some moms on your risers, too, but not all moms want to
sing. Be respectful of it. Consider having a chorus member
provide young singers a ride to and from rehearsal.
Offer young singers a price break on chorus dues. Be
consistent with International per capita fees.
Young people live online. Have your sheet music and
learning trax, choreography videos available for them here.
Put your chorus announcements, news, instructional and
motivational material on a Chorus Members Only Facebook
page.
Promote your chorus shows to community colleges, high
schools, middle schools. Offer incentives on show tickets.
Invite your local youth ensembles to guest perform on your
show. If you can get into the classroom with a good demo
quartet, kids will make you feel like a rock star! Teach them a
tag – or even just a chord!

A

At rehearsal: You are already beginning and ending on time,
right? Especially if a parent is transporting young singers, this
is a courtesy must.
Directors: keep your rehearsals varied, moving, challenging
and fun! Always have new music, and choreography in the
pipeline. Young singers are very often quick learners -- they
may challenge older chorus members in choreography,
especially. All good.
For casual performance attire, consider the trusty
black-and-white color scheme, or denim-and-white, from
your own closet. A polished, unified look can be achieved,
without crazy extra costs -- while letting young singers be
themselves.
Young singers often want to TRY EVERYTHING out there!
They may not be in it for the long haul at this point in their
lives. They have school, family, sports, and other hobbies. If
they are older teens, they may have a part time job – or a full
time job, if they are 20-somethings. Recognize, you may have
them on your risers for a summer, for singing the Christmas
Season, for a matter of months. Give them the best experience
possible, so that they feel welcome to return on a more
permanent basis when they can.
Put together a packet of informational materials for the
young singer, and parent. Have concise, specific information
about financial obligations, audition process, expectations of
attendance, and performance qualification. Also, promote
your chorus by including information about the performances
and events typical of your calendar year -- including, of
course, competition.
Direct them to your chorus, and SAI web pages. Include
sheet music to a song (your audition song, perhaps?) and a
learning disk. Keep it basic and legal, but let her take music
out the door, to feed her interest until you see her next week.
Pair your young guest (in fact, any guest) with a riser buddy
for the rehearsal. If you already have younger members, tap
them for this role! Should she join, partner her with a mentor
for the entire first year of chorus membership.
You knew this already, right? Much is common sense, with a
healthy measure of flexibility! Young singers bring energy and
vitality to our choruses. Yep – I’ll have a helping of that,
please! How about you?
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Recording the History of Region 2
Hello Border Lakes Region 2!
y name is Krista Menser and a member of Northern Blend Chorus (Prescott MI). Sweet Adelines
has been a part of my life indirectly since I was a child. My vivacious aunt is a former Sweet
Adeline who sang in the 1978 Farmington Hills Chorus (that merged with the Greater Detroit
Chorus to become the Spirit of Detroit Chorus.) Her dynamic spirit made me want to be just like her. I
still strive for that level of perfection!

M

Besides a love for singing and performing, I am a RN and a freelance journalist for a local paper. I love to
take photos. Some of them are (in my considered opinion) museum-worthy! My human children are all
grown (except for my husband, who has his moments), and my three feline children are awesome
“family members.” No dogs for me. I’m not grown up enough. That IS optional, right?!
I’ve been large and I’ve been small, always short in stature but never short in spunk. Never one to back
down or be silenced, my boisterous personality either enthuses or deters others; I am me. My mother, an
accomplished pianist and vocalist, always encouraged me to use my “gifts” in life. One of those gifts came in the form of music,
the love of all music and the singing thereof. I regret that I did not accomplish this goal until after mother met God. I do believe,
though, that she hears me up there and is proud of my efforts to make music.
My association with the Sweet Adelines came years later, as He designed, by happy “accident.” My brother Tom and I were
singing at a local sandwich shop when a group of ladies (the Sunrise Harmony Chorus) came in after chorus practice for a
snack. We all sang for a while, and afterward I was given a business card and asked to come by and sing with them. Two weeks
later, I did and the rest is history. I accepted the challenge to become a better singer, to be a Sweet Adeline heart and soul. The
first person I called was my special aunt! (I can still see her smile ear to ear! Love that woman!)
True to myself, I continue to learn as much as I can musically. At Fall Music School, as I snapped photos of people and things,
Martha Delargey asked me to be Region 2's historian. I accepted the job on the spot. What an honor to help represent the
Region’s activity! As your new historian, I want to bring our books up to date. They haven’t been done since 2009! To do this,
we all have to contribute to the cause.
Our region does many wonderful things, and the only way to document that is by compilation of your contributions. I’d really
appreciate your input in this matter. Please send me hard copies of pictures and brief explanations. One item I would love to
have is a picture of each chorus, not too large, and another of your officers (for 2014-2015 and 2015-2016.)
Make sure the pictures have names identifying people!
Another thing I want to do is showcase all choruses at Region 2 competition this April. Here’s the plan: purchase a standard
posterboard and cut in half lengthwise. Use your imagination and “showcase” your choruses. This could include important
shows, events, or whatever you want! These will be placed in a central hallway for everyone to see! Who knows? Maybe your
idea will be adopted by another chorus!
Thanks for your cooperation.
Your proud historian,
Krista Menser
4431 Lakeview Drive
Hale MI 48739
989-257-2608/leave message
pawsitively.nod9.itstru@gmail.com
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Border Lakes Region 2

Competition Webcast
2016 Competition is just around the corner and we are excited to announce
that we will be having a live webcast of both competitions again this year!
And we will have it archived to the Regional website for 30 days after the
competition for you to relive the thrill of performing over and over again.
Friday, April 15th, 2016 - Quartet Contest
5:45pm coverage / 6:00pm contest
Saturday, April 16th, 2016 - Chorus Contest
11:45am coverage / 12:00pm contest
Our Royal Webcasters this year will be Queen Vicki Gibson and Queen
Kendra LaPointe!
Please consider a donation to help cover the costs of the LIVE
webcast and archive! A “Donate” button link will be available on our
website soon! www.saireg2.org
Suggested $25 donation and every amount is appreciated!

Your Regional Management Team: Anne, Jeanne,
Judy, Lisa, Martha, Mary, Melissa and Nancy

Every one is welcome and we are
Looking forward to seeing you –
soon!

Did you LOVE <3 <3 <3 our new location for
Winter Regional in January? Ask anyone who
joined in the fun at The Henry – it was FABULOUS!
And how awesome was it to discover the amazing
talent we have right here in Region 2. Thanks to all
our contributors for sharing their skills!
Mark your calendars and plan to join us for these
upcoming events and more
•Singing
•Laughter
•Performances
•Friendship
•Learning & Fun

Updated DATES!

Pictured L to R: A Norman, L Gilkey, D Davenport, J Lundberg, N Liedel, M DeLargey,
M Patrick, and J Sirut

Tall or Short,
Novice or ‘Gently Seasoned’,
On the Regional Management Team YOU will find YOUR place to make a difference!

Satisfaction
Accomplishment
Valuable
contribution
Personal
growth
Leadership
training
Mentoring
Friendship
FUN

What YOU get
from your
involvement:

The Regional Management Team is a group of dedicated Sweet Adelines in Region 2, responsible for the
business of the Region; organizing educational events & competitions and creating opportunities for Region 2
members to advance their musical skills. Behind those who coordinate the action, are many additional (just as
dedicated) chairman, team leaders and project administrators who do the work & get the job done.
Do you have a desire to join this high energy team? Well, we want you! And, better yet, we have a place for
you to explore what interests you most and make a difference that makes a difference.
We welcome you to introduce yourself, ask questions, join us for a Team meeting and get started now!
It’s the best job in the Region!

Decision-making
Planning
Organizing
Positive
attitude
Desire to
serve

Creativity
Leadership

What you
have that we
are LOOKING
for:

“Ask not what your Region can do for you – Ask what you can do for your Region!”

Border Lakes Region 2 Wants YOU!

Border Lakes Region 2 ~ Fall Regional Weekend

BARBERSHOP

CPR
September 30 & Oct 1, 2016
The Doubletree Hotel Dearborn
5801 Southfield Expressway, Detroit, MI, 48228
Phone Number: 844-213-0377

Featuring That Dynamic Duo – Jim Arns and Renée Porzel
Jim Arns has
directed the
Melodeers Chorus
since 1988, and is
one of an elite
group of directors to
receive the Master
Director 700
designation. Jim
also enjoys an
international
reputation as a
clinician, vocal
coach, and music
arranger.

Renée Porzel, Past
International
President, is an
internationally
recognized teacher
and coach,
constantly in
demand for her
expertise in the
area of
showmanship. She
is highly respected
for her ability to
inspire and
motivate others.

Exciting Classes

EEx
xccllu
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vee EEV
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TSS

CPR: Choosing Personal Responsibility
Judging: The Showmanship Category
What Color Is Your Brain?

Directors Luncheon with Jim
Choreographers Forum with Renee

International Send Off Performances
Great Lakes Chorus ~ London Chorus ~ Our Regional Quartet Champions

FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS

GRAND HARMONY CHORUS Waterloo, Ontario ~~ Susan Casey

Stratford, Ontario
~~ Brenda Atchison
xcitement is growing as our
competition weekend nears! We have
so enjoyed coaching sessions with Ruth
Carmichael, and choreography with Jill
Schell. These sessions have been a great
benefit to our chorus. Thank you Ruth and
Jill! We appreciate you sharing your talents
and your encouragement, and also for being
so patient with us!

E

We are also looking forward to a remote
coaching session with Amy Brinkman, codirector of the Choral-Aires Chorus. We’ll be
Skyping, face-timing and ringing barbershop
chords with her.
Although our chorus is smaller in numbers
this year, our enthusiasm is not diminished,
and our members faithfully come out to
practices every Wednesday evening. We
have been lucky this winter to have had to
deal with only two snow days, which have
cancelled our practices. Warmer weather is
definitely on the way, and hopefully spring
flowers will be blooming in “Sing City”
Dearborn, when we arrive!
Our show committee under the direction of
Sharon Hunter, has been busy planning
venues, dates, advertising, special guest
performers, programs, etc. for our 2016
spring show.
The Festival Sounds Chorus will present our
musical showcase “ON WITH THE SHOW!”
on June 4 here in Stratford at St. Michael’s
Catholic Secondary School. Special guests
include “MarchstiX” and Stratford Central
High School’s “Ramshorns Brass.” There will
also be a silent auction table. Tickets are
$20. We’d love to see you there!

2016 is gonna be a great year! We looked forward to Winter Music School in
January and the regional contest in mid April is a great opportunity to learn
and\or earn!
Something about January was invigorating and exciting. The crisp air, blanket
of snow… Wait a minute. The Great White North had little to no snow. Well,
when in Canada, make MUSIC!
We have a new quartet in our midst — Contour. This quartet comprises three
basses and a baritone. Not to worry, Carrie Debrone (lead), Susan St. John
(tenor), Karen Schlueter (bass) and Judy Tuck (baritone) lock four-part
harmony beautifully. They debuted in late December and has made the chorus
so proud.
Winter Regional School a.k.a. Fast Forward, No Retreat at The Henry Hotel in
Dearborn, Michigan was a blast! We learned about makeup, choreography,
how to promote your chorus in 30 seconds or less, and so much more. It was a
weekend well spent.
Two of our quartets were
provided the opportunity to sing
the national anthems in
succeeding Sundays at the
Elmira Sugar Kings hockey
games in Elmira, ON. Both gave
rousing renditions and were
greatly appreciated by the
hockey teams and fans.
And of course, we practiced our
song repertoire. Winter’s stormy
blast finally showed up in March
and cancelled our first rehearsal
of the month! Undaunted, the
ladies of Grand Harmony
persevered for the remainder of
March, taking in extra rehearsal
time. We were challenged and
motivated by our coach, the
phenomenal Patrick Brown, as
he put the ladies through their paces.
All work and no play would make Grand Harmony Chorus a rather dull group.
But we are fun and exciting! So, our sweet chorus member, Sheri Frey, availed
her home to a potluck snack party replete with HOT TUB! Yes, even in -10
degrees Celsius, the tub was jumpin’!
Looking forward to regional contest weekend; “Death By Chocolate Spring
Tea” event in Kitchener, Ontario on May 1; Mother’s Day Tea at Chateau
Gardens in Elmira, Ontario and Final Fridays in Uptown Waterloo, Ontario on
May 27 in Waterloo, Ontario. See you all at contest. Break a lip!
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GREAT LAKES CHORUS Sterling Heights, Michigan

SPIRIT OF DETROIT CHORUS Livonia, Michigan

~~ Sylvia Karpinsky & Karen Behrendt

~~ Jayne Herman

rom Karen: As we turned to the 2016 New Year, a
group of members from the Great Lakes and Spirit of
Detroit Choruses met at a restaurant to address the
opportunity of merging the two choruses. So many felt
deeply that in order to not only continue, but to truly thrive
and achieve higher levels of performing, bringing these two
strong entities together provided the best opportunity for
success. The five members from each chorus, along with our
directors, discussed the hurdles, options, and opportunities
and agreed that in order to be a successful venture, we had to
ensure that all members of both choruses felt heard,
supported and informed through each piece of the process.
We have full commitment by the membership and leadership
of GLC and SOD and are working on the tasks as we speak. It
is so thrilling to see the excitement and support of our
venture from everyone far and wide. We are sure this will
provide many things, not the least of which are: an
exhilarating experience for the members, strengthening
Region 2, while also reaching as far as possible into the
highest levels of International competition for many years to
come. Can’t wait to sing for you all on the Region 2
competition stage in April 2017!

h my goodness, what a winter!
Spirit of Detroit has been busy,
busy, busy! Most of you have
heard out biggest news – we are
expanding our family! So excited to
announce our merger with the
fabulous Great Lakes Chorus! Watch
out in 2017 – “Under the direction of
LeAnn K. Hazlett and Sylvia Karpinsky,
the ___________ Chorus!”
We celebrated the 50th anniversary
of our charter in March with a
fabulous dinner dance chaired by
Brook Tucker and Jaime Howe.
Everyone had a wonderful time! We
even included a fashion show of old
costumes – what memories! Guess
whose name is on our charter? Nancy
Bergman!
As usual our board elections were
held in February and we are excited about the new team!
New board members are Carol Adray (president), Nan
Wardin (vice president), Sarah Burg, Dorothy Davenport and
Andrea Strutz. We have a busy year ahead and we know
these ladies are up to the task!
With contest fast approaching, we’ve been working hard to
perfect our package. We’ve spent evenings with Renee Porzel
and Jim Arns, our favorite coaches! Good luck to all choruses
and quartets next month. We’ll be cheering you on!

F

From Sylvia: The start of 2016 has proven to be amazing
and wonderful. With our merger with Spirit of Detroit, Spring
Regional Weekend, Fall Regional Weekend, International
competition, and a joint appearance as a combined chorus in
November on Spirit of Detroit’s Show, our final year as The
Great Lakes Chorus is going to be a whirlwind of excitement.
New board members, new section leaders, new music, new
costumes, and a new name! It’s
going to be a Whole New World!
Great Lakes is eagerly anticipating
this union, and personally, I hope
the year doesn’t go by too fast so
that we can enjoy the journey to
our new adventure. We don’t have
a name yet, but everyone will
Welcome to the Great
know what it is when we have
Lakes Chorus
chosen. Our plan is to be the “new”
Crystal Nonte
chorus at the start of 2017. Hold
and
onto your hats. Here we go!

O

Jaime Pescia!
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS Traverse City, Michigan ~~ Evelyn Harper
“Because it’s all about that snow, ‘bout
that snow, no break here!” WHEW! I
don’t know about anyone else but if it’s
Tuesday in Traverse City, then there
must be a snowstorm a-brewing! Every
week Mother Nature has had her way
with us this winter. We have cancelled
chorus, we have had half the chorus
missing at a few rehearsals, we have
had a third of the chorus missing for
way too many rehearsals, and then
there is the nasty flu season keeping
our beloved members off the risers! But
in spite of it all, GTSC is “plowing”
ahead on our contest package. The
weather cooperated at the end of
January and coach Molly Huffman flew
in, got the snow out of our ears and put
us back on track.
In February it was time for Singing
Valentines. Two quartets filled the bill
and sang their hearts out around town –
in a blizzard of course! This is always a
rewarding time for our quartets.
In March, Queen Sylvia came and

helped us fine-tune our contest
package. She also reviewed assistant
director Heather Kingham’s skills as she
is completing the final testing in the
DCP. Yea for Heather!
The Pure A Cappella Festival was in
March and our own Sashay quartet
performed along with seven other a
cappella groups in the Grand Traverse
area, including our brothers in song,
The Cherry Capital Men’s Chorus.
Speaking of which: June 25 is their 50th
anniversary(!) and they are celebrating
with a huge show, inviting all past
members to join them on stage along
with gold-medal quartet, VOCAL
SPECTUM. The Grand Traverse Show
Chorus will also be performing in the
celebratory evening. A perfect time to
plan a trip up north! Get tickets today
for this “June Night of Harmony!”
Our second annual High Tea is
shaping up to be another successful
event taking place at The Historic
Kirbride Hall on May 1. We are

fortunate to have strong leaders in our
chorus to plan and oversee our
fundraising and performance events.
General Motors should be envious! This
tea sold out quickly last year so if you
want to make a beautiful spring trip up
north, this would be a great weekend to
do so. Check our website for details.
Every year, the Northwest Michigan
College invites the public to a barbecue
on their lovely campus. This year, on
May 22, GTSC will be providing our own
special a cappella sounds to go along
with the grilled buffalo burgers and ice
cream sundaes to the thousands of
attendees. What a great combination!
We cannot wait to strut our stuff on
the contest stage in April and we look
forward to cheering our regional
competitors to do their absolute best!
This is what we live for. Let’s do it up
good!
Love from the north, Grand Traverse
Show Chorus.

Sashay quartet promoting
Singing Valentines on TV 7 and TV4,
the NBC affiliate

Phoenix quartet delivering
a Singing Valentine

Border Lakes Region 2 Sweet Adelines International -- Border Lights SPRING 2016 -- Page 12

HEART OF ESSEX Maidstone, Ontario ~~ Rose Tako and Fran Ferguson
pring is in the air and we are energized
and ready to prepare for contest in
April. Our retreat weekend in January
was wonderful. Our mentor, Lynne Peirce,
joined us at the beautiful and eclectic Retro
Suites in Chatham. Our goals were Fun,
Fine Tuning, Finesse, and Fusion. She
shared a wealth of information with us to
help each of us achieve our personal best
and add to our overall vocal production!
In February we met with Abby Sella, a dynamite choreographer
who had us moving and grooving and working the showmanship
category with lots of energy.
We spend our weekly rehearsal time polishing and working on
character. The lyrics are so important to tell our listeners the story,
and then for a whole chorus to express the same thoughts and
feeling at the same time can sometimes be a challenge. Oh if we
only had another 10 weeks . . .
Our little chorus is very blessed with hard-working ladies who
devote many hours to our success. Each month we honour a
member who has gone over and above chorus time, we call them
our ANGEL of the month. Joyce Clarke observes and keeps track of
every special contribution by our members and presents the award
at the last rehearsal of the month. Recipients have been our
webmaster Kim Smith, our president Debra DiDomenico, our show
chair Cathy Mulawka, our treasurer Debbie Last, our assistant
director Pat Bellamy, our choreographer Amanda Mundy and our
photographer/board member Fran Ferguson. We are so very
fortunate to have them in our chorus family.
Recently we received a visit from quartet On Deck, members of
Windsor Sun Parlour Men’s Chorus promoting their show. Our
choreographer, Amanda Mundy, received a crooning love song that
had lead Roger Reid on bended knee. What a fun time and such a
great bunch of guys.
Heart of Essex has been invited to sing “O
Canada” at a Windsor Express basketball
game in March, and will also sing for the
Windsor Spitfires Hockey Team later in the
month. Imagine singing for 5,000 patriotic
fans!
This year, we are so very proud and excited to have three rookies
joining us at contest: Bonnie, Nikki and Kathy. You will be able to
spot them quite easily so please give them a warm Sweet Ads
welcome when you see them!
Our newest member to join our chorus is Linda Bennett. We now
have two mother-daughter combos in our chorus — Cathy and
Amanda, our membership chairs, and Bonnie and her mom Linda.
HOE also has two sister acts — Lois and Pat, and Fran and Rose. It’s
all in the family!
That’s about it from our little corner of the world. We’re all
looking forward to seeing you in Dearborn in April. Good Luck and
Best Wishes to all of our Sisters in Harmony in Region 2!
“Music says things that words simply can’t”

S
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LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~~ Jo Kulik
ONDON IS BUZZING WITH EXCITEMENT. We have
made it through one of the mildest winters on record,
but did you notice that every snow storm arrived on a
Wednesday? None of it deterred Thames Valley Show
Chorus members from getting to rehearsal on time! The
rehearsal hall was filled with energy each week! We have
worked hard, refined our breathing, honed our
choreography, built up our stamina in preparation for
spring contest.

L

Our coaching sessions have, as always, boosted our skills
and confidence as we are so fortunate to benefit from
direction from our own Greg Backwell and Erin Howden.
Along with the ongoing direction from our master director,
Julia, on a weekly basis we are looking forward to the
contest stages.
Since we are representing Region 2 in Las Vegas in October,
we will be singing early in the programme in Dearborn for
evaluation only. That means an early day, but lots of time
to be in the audience cheering for our harmony sisters
throughout the region.
Our biggest news items are:
Greg Backwell has been awarded another musical honour.
On April 16, Greg will receive the London Music Hall of
Fame Jack Richardson Lifetime Achievement Award. All
music genres are considered and this is the first time a
barbershop singer will be honoured. We are all very proud
of Greg.
AND, we have moved to a new location. After many years of
harmoniously sharing Harmony House with the London
Men of Accord, we have moved into Riverside United
Church which has a bright, spacious rehearsal area, a large
well- lit parking lot, and handicap access. Life is good.
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NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS Prescott, Michigan ~~ Brenda Benjamin-Marsh

A

nother year has passed! It’s hard to believe that contest time is upon us. How exciting it is to be
able to gather in Dearborn and share our craft while having fun with and getting to know our
sisters in song.

In preparation for the upcoming contest we were blessed to be able to use a wonderful hunting lodge
which belongs to the family of our own Pam Reilly. Beaver Creek Lodge is large enough for a gang
and we were able to be there for an entire weekend coaching with Traci Martin.
We were also lucky to have been coached this year by Linda Liddicoatt and Sylvia Karpinsky. As I am
typing this we are being threatened by our weather people with a possible 8-18 inches of snow
which could keep Sylvia from joining us for a second coaching session. All fingers are crossed.
Traci and Susan

Well ladies, Harrisville Harmony Weekend is not as far away as we may think. Held in conjunction with one of Michigan’s
largest juried arts and crafts shows during Labor Day weekend, this event has always been a wonderful time for all involved.
Northern Blend Chorus is hosting again this year. We would love to have more choruses and quartets, men or women, join us
for the weekend. This event will kick off with a Thursday night party at the Harrisville State Park Campground pavilion hosted
by NBC. More information regarding the weekend’s events will be posted on our Facebook page (Northern Blend Chorus) and
fliers will be sent out. If you are interested in camping, the time is now to reserve your lot.

We are still making our famous homemade pies which we sell many of as well as various other
forms of fundraising. We have had singouts locally to include a Valentine Tea and will be singing
soon at an anniversary party for a lovely couple.
If you are in the North Country, come see us at the Victorian Art Fair, August 13 and 14, and at the
Ogemaw County Fair, August 16 through the 20.
Susan and Sylvia

NBC had a wonderful year in 2015 and we look forward to another great year ahead. We are very
excited to be with all of our sister choruses in Dearborn in less than one month and hope to see many
of you on the stage, in the rooms, halls and otherwise! It will be another fun and eventful weekend as
we share our music with one another. See you soon!

Harrisville camping fun

Harrisville Harmony Weekend at the
campground
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Traci Martin worked us
hard!

SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS – Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Diane O'Neill
f all of the activities happening this time of year, one of
the most anticipated by Seaway Sounds Chorus is our
annual retreat. Held at Oakwood Resort in Grand Bend,
Ontario, we gathered in March this year with our coach, Julia
Beadle, certified master director of the London Chorus. We
have been so fortunate in having Julia coach us for the last
several years. Wasting no time, we started Friday evening
with Diane Lambert and Emma Crosbie, our choreo team.
They led us through physical warmups including a hip hop
Zumba dance that challenged our dance moves. Julia worked
with our director Michelle St. Onge-Mitchell, on our uptune
interpretation.

O

Saturday morning after breakfast our day began in earnest,
with Julia guiding us through detailed vocal warmups,
individual tone-checking, and intense work on our two
contest songs. Saturday is the “work day” of retreat. The
major break is for lunch, otherwise we work very hard until
dinner. This is where mistakes are found and corrected,
voices are evaluated and chorus placement may be
rearranged. It’s an intense day, but somewhere near the end
there comes that moment when Julia smiles, and our director
Michelle smiles, and we know we have done the job we came
to do.

After dinner it’s time to relax and enjoy the camaraderie so
special to our chorus. Diane and Emma arranged an evening
of fun that managed to erase the fatigue of the day. Karaoke
and Hitchhiker activities helped us work on characterization.
We worked in pairs in a lip synch contest complete with
costumes and acting out. Everyone truly enjoyed the evening,
and we give special thanks to Diane Lambert and Emma
Crosbie for their hard work.
Sunday morning brought brunch, and then each section met
to discuss personal goals, section goals, chorus goals and
suggestions for improving retreat. Any other chorus
suggestions were also welcomed. These points were then
taken to the post retreat music team by the section leaders for
discussion. We headed home tired but happy having shared
such a special weekend with our chorus sisters.
Thank you Julia Beadle, you are a treasure! Thank you
Michelle, for working so hard to keep us on track. Thank you
Diane and Emma, for your tireless efforts to help us come out
of our shells. Also, thank you to Eve St. Onge, for arranging
our wonderful weekend at the Oakwood Resort. We look
forward to what comes next for Seaway Sounds Chorus, and
wish a beautiful and happy spring season to Region 2!
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS Royal Oak, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche
With the 2015 holidays behind us and a
new year 2016 ahead, we met for our
winter regional. Friday night held a
“Music Theory for Dummies” class and
tag-singing with Linda Liddicoatt, as well
as a usual quartet parade.
Lots of great sheet music was
available so everyone could
participate! Saturday was
spent attending various classes
and enjoying the alwaysanticipated evening open mic
show. This was a great
getaway and enjoyable way to
spend time together on a cold
January weekend.

Winter regional music

Early in February, we were happy to
audition and welcome new member
Pam Reilly, adding another mellow
bass to our chorus. Pam comes to us
as a dual member which proves she
loves spending more than one night a
week singing!

In February, we were wrapped up in the talents of the
amazing Dale Syverson at the Holiday Inn in Romulus. Dale
never stopped amazing us and brought us to high levels of
performance using the following:
Artistry using traveling sound
Pulse in our sound not ON our sound
Lurking
Not only traveling sound, but a circle of sound. We should not
hear just ourselves; we want to blend in with the ensemble.
As the weekend wrapped up, Dale’s “assignment” with us did
not end her time in Michigan, as she coached quartets who
requested time with her. That woman is a dynamo, and we
relished our time spent with her! Saturday evening, we
enjoyed a crazy white elephant gift exchange which left some
with rather bizzare “elephants.” Janie Fritz can attest to that!
Socks were particularly popular in the exchange!
PVIs, coaching, costume checks, oh my… As we approached
the 2016 Region 2contest, excitement built within Shoreline,
and we prepared ourselves both mentally and physically for
April 14-17.

And then, and then … along came Renee Porzel and Jim Arns, in March, and all was really right with the world! To quote
Shoreline’s bass section leader, Traci Martin: “Oh what a night! Rather, two nights. Shoreline Sound got ‘Jim Arns-ed and Renee
Porzel-ed’.” Can we say “game changer?” Some of the best coaching EVER! Thanks to both of you for your pursuit of excellence
on our behalf. We are forever changed.”
I could not have said it better, Traci! And before you know it Region 2 contest will be HERE! Good luck to each and all of us.

Judy Judy Judy retreat
New member Pam Reilly

MYSTIQUE at retreat
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TRI CITY CHORUS Auburn, Michigan ~~ Nancy Nieschulz
reetings from Tri City. We’ve been busy as usual. In January, 11 members
represented Tri City at the regional weekend and we had a performance at an
apartment complex at S. Colony Place in Saginaw. We also had a coaching
session with Jim Whitten in Bay City. In February, we sang the national anthem in
Midland for the Dow Corning Tennis Classic, and we had a performance at the
Midland First United Methodist Church. We had our annual retreat at the Holiday
Inn Express in Midland with Maria Christian and Jim Whitten where we learned a lot
and had a good time as well. In March, we performed at Bay City on a telethon which
was a fundraiser for Bay City for their Fourth of July fireworks. Looking forward to
seeing you in Dearborn.

G

WATER WONDERLAND CHORUS Okemos, Michigan ~~ Mary Crispin
s this goes to “press,” Water Wonderland Chorus
members, like most of you, are deep in preparation for
2016 contest which is just around the corner. We’re
having a great time tweaking our competition set, having had
a full day’s coaching session with Linda Liddicoatt in
February, and in March, with Pam Calveric at our first-ever
Skype coaching! We hope it won’t be our last! Many thanks to
these talented ladies for the insights shared. Additionally, we
are thrilled to say we will be blessed with four new members
on the risers with us when we take the competition stage!
However, believe it or not, there are other things besides
competition going on! In January, 12 of our 20 members
joined in the fun at the region’s winter weekend, singing with
the combined chorus Friday afternoon, with two of our
quartets being the Quartet Parade, and all of us participating
as a chorus in the final show on Saturday! However, for us the
high point was our director, Merry Lu Jordan, being
introduced as having successfully completed the
International Director Certification Program and joined the
ranks of certified director! Of course, we found a way to sing
and celebrate during the afterglow at our favorite local
eatery!

A

Performing for Valentine’s Day

Sharing our love of barbershop harmony around the
community is what we enjoy most as Water Wonderland
Chorus Sweet Adelines! We were able to do just that,
providing entertainment for a special Valentine celebration at
a local senior-assisted living center. Smiling faces and hearty
applause were all the reward we needed. We’re always on the
lookout for more.
Time flies when you’re having fun. Isn’t it amazing how
quickly the calendar fills up? Looking ahead, we already have
several performances lined up for summer and are planning
another A Cappella Boot Camp membership drive in July. In
October we will stage our western-themed A Cappella
Roundup Show.
Nothing we know is more fun than making music,
barbershop style! Check our website,
www.waterwonderlandchorus.org for details on upcoming
events. In the meantime, we look forward to sharing a
wonderful weekend of barbershop harmony with you all in
Dearborn in April! “Break an eyelash!”

Enjoying the afterglow

Merry Lu acknowledging
introduction as certified director

Singing with sisters in song

Fun with Skyping
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A CAPPELLA BELLA prospective • BLUEWATER • CARILLON BELLES • CROSSROADS HARMONY •
FENTON LAKES • FESTIVAL SOUNDS • GRAND HARMONY • GRAND TRAVERSE • GREAT LAKES •
HARMONY GATEWAY • HEART of ESSEX • HEART of MICHIGAN • LOCK CITIES • LONDON • MICHIGAN
NORTHERN LIGHTS • NORTHERN BLEND • RIVERLIGHTS HARMONY • SEAWAY SOUNDS • SHORELINE
SOUND • SONG of the LAKES • SPIRIT of DETROIT • TRI CITY • WATER WONDERLAND

BORDER LAKES REGION 2
&
SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR
2016
4/14-17
4/17
5/7
5/14

2017
REGIONAL CONVENTION, DOUBLE TREE,
DEARBORN MI
RMT INSTALLATION DOUBLE TREE, DEARBORN MI

4/20-22

SONG OF THE LAKES ANNUAL SPRING TEA
CHAPTER LEADERSHIP TRAINING – CARDINAL
MOONEY SCHOOL -- MARINE CITY MI

10/9-14

4/23

2018
4/26-28

6/4
6/15
6/25

FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS - ON WITH THE SHOW
LONDON CHORUS JUNE TUNES & BARGOONS
YWIH DAY CAMP HOLLY

4/29
10/15-20

9/30-10/1

FALL REGIONAL WEEKEND, ARNS/PORZEL,
DOUBLE TREE, DEARBORN MI

2019
4/11-13

10/17-22

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – LAS VEGAS NV

4/14
9/16-21

11/13

SPIRIT OF DETROIT ANNUAL SHOW

12/10

TRI CITY CHORUS CHRISTMAS SHOW

2020
10/12-17

REGIONAL CONVENTION – THE HENRY/MARRIOTT
– DEARBORN MI
RMT INSTALLATION – THE HENRY -- DEARBORN
MI
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – LAS VEGAS NV

REGIONAL CONVENTION – EDWARD VILLAGE
DEARBORN MI
RMT INSTALLATION EDWARD VILLAGE
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – ST. LOUIS MO

REGIONAL CONVENTION – THE HENRY/MARRIOTT
DEARBORN MI
RMT INSTALLATION THE HENRY/DEARBORN
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – NEW ORLEANS
LA
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION LOUISVILLE KY

2015-16 REGIONAL COORDINATOR SUPPORT ASSIGNMENTS
(COMMUNICATIONS MARTHA DELARGEY): NOMINATING CHAIR JOANN KRAMER; NEWSLETTER LINDA MAY; WEBMASTER SHEILA
WORTHINGTON ! (DIRECTORS JEANNE LUNDBERG) MUSIC LIBRARIAN POLLY SNIDER; PRG COORDINATOR LINDA LIDDICOATT,
MASTER; DIRECTOR SPECIALIST CHRIS NOTEWARE, CERTIFIED ! (TEAM DOROTHY DAVENPORT): 25-YEAR PINS DIANA GREGG;
BYLAWS AND RULES KATHY OLIVER ! (EVENTS ANNE NORMAN): REGISTRAR EDUCATION EVENTS HENNY FORD; CHAIR REGIONAL
CONVENTION MARY PATRICK ! (EDUCATION NANCY LIEDEL): DIRECTOR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM PEGGI STARKEY; YWIH NAN
WARDIN; ARRANGERS DR. DIANE CLARK; (MEMBERSHIP MARY PATRICK) CAL LIAISON KATHY OLIVER; (MARKETING LISA GILKEY)
PR LIAISON LINDA MAY

