A CAPPELLA BELLA CHORUS Muskegon, Michigan ~~ Kathy Niergarth
Greetings from Western Michigan. 


A

s I look out my window, my flowers tell me that summer is beginning to fade into fall. They survived
hot, humid temperatures, drying winds, and being dragged into our garage numerous times as severe
weather threatened the area. As the flowers lose their bright colors, the A Cappella Bella Chorus
begins to focus on the Christmas Concert we hope to present December 5. 


After 449 days of being isolated from our Bella sisters except for weekly Zoom meetings, we finally resumed in-person
rehearsals in June, following protocols suggested by SAI and required by our rehearsal site. It was quite the reunion! All
our members returned, eager to finally sing together the three songs
we learned in isolation as well as our favorites from our repertoire. 

The Bellas also had just five weeks to polish our music for Lead Sandi
Hale’s wedding. Sandi had meticulously worked out the details of the
music, which included a flash mob performance of L.O.V.E. during the
minister’s sermon. She knew exactly what she wanted, and we were
able to deliver. Believe me, a flash mob may look easy on video, but it
took a lot of work and determination to pull it off. 

In April, the Bellas enjoyed a 90-minute coaching session with Renee
Porzel, who explained the new Visual Communications Category. She
touched on vocal skills, characterization, physical expression, unity,
body alignment, stage presence, musicality, creativity, and stagecraft,
emphasizing what this category means for small choruses. The session
was interactive, with Bellas asking questions along the way. All of us now have a
better understanding of what’s important when we take the stage for contest, as
well as when we perform in public. 

The Bellas elected a new management team in April. Karen Avdek continues in
her role as team coordinator, and Cathryn Marshall remains the financial
manager. Julie Bredin has assumed the duties of secretary, and Marian
Stefanich and Cheryl Moe are members-at-large. Director Marilee Wexstaff
rounds out the team. 

Baritone Cathryn Marshall hosted a concert in her backyard on a beautiful August
evening. The featured singer was Johnny Breeze, a guitarist from South Carolina who recently moved to Michigan. He
grew up in a musical family and has played guitar since the age of 10. He took requests from the audience that covered
multiple genres and sang for two hours, and attendees sang along and danced to the music. 

The Bellas wish all
our sister choruses
health and
happiness, and
hopefully we’ll raise
our voices in song
together again next
spring in Dearborn.
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CARILLON BELLES CHORUS Simcoe, Ontario ~~ Sandra Reid

H

ere in Southern Ontario, we would love to be rehearsing in person, diligently working on our competition
songs, brehearsing for sing-outs, and planning our coaching sessions! However, we must follow the
COVID guidelines that are directed by our provincial government, and adhere to municipal criteria that
our district medical health doctor orders. This translates to no in-person chorus rehearsal or performances at
this time.
Our good news is that despite not singing in person as a chorus yet, thanks to our director, Heidi Bowman, we
still meet weekly on Zoom. This has worked well to keep us singing and in accommodating health care workers
coming out of retirement, like Linda, who has been managing vaccine centres. Also, many of us are
grandparents assisting grandchildren in online learning, and babysitting further afield during Covid times. In
August we had great pleasure in singing Christmas songs with all the memories they inspire, as well as
soothing our souls.

While we are a small chorus, we take pride in singing barbershop harmony, and in the fact that financially our
chorus is stable. We have now moved to paying our dues by e-transfer, making it easier for everyone –
especially our treasurer Susan. As a result of our “Boot Camp” on Zoom, we are looking forward to the
possibility of four new members when we can finally meet in person. A few of our members meet outside on
the porch, Wednesday afternoons, to sing in person. There is a possibility of a sing-out at our Norfolk County
Fair in October, depending on the restrictions at that time. We will keep our fingers crossed!
We are a positive group of singers with hope in our hearts.
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FENTON LAKES CHORUS Fenton, Michigan ~~ Nancy Liedel

I

t’s been a quiet summer. Well, it’s been a quiet summer for
all of us! We did have our installation of officers. A huge
surprise at this event is that all our chorus members were
awarded our “Sweet Adeline of the Year” for their loyalty and
dedication over this last year. We also had a surprise birthday
party for our wonderful director, Jeanne! We were also lucky
enough to be able to perform outdoors at the Sesquicentennial
celebration in Linden, Michigan. We were joined by Fleetwood Four and Riot
Act quartets. The “ber” months are here, so that can only mean it’s time to start
Christmas music! It is our favorite time of the year.
We so miss seeing all of you and can’t wait until we can see you and sing with
you again! Until then, we are sending virtual hugs to all our sisters in Region 2.
Please stay safe! We need all of you! Sending Love and Harmony!
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Fenton Lakes Chorus Region 2 had a very unique Sweet Adeline of the Year
award ceremony this year.
Submitted by Nancy Liedel, Associate Director
This past year has been unprecedented in our chorus and the whole world of Sweet Adelines. We went from
weekly “in person” rehearsals to Zooming every week. Our love of music and dedication to our sister Sweet
Adelines was put to the test as we struggled to get online, to squeeze in meetings around working extra hours
at home, and caring for our families totally at home. Our members worked so very hard to stay safe in this
crazy world of the pandemic. Our members did everything they could to remain a Sweet Adeline. Whether it
was just sending positive thoughts, practicing music, or actually being at the Zoom rehearsal every week. The
goal was to stay safe and still keep in touch. It was difficult not having the physical camaraderie we looked
forward to each week. We couldn’t leave our troubles at home for a night because we couldn’t leave home!
But, we did it and the light is at the end of the tunnel! We didn’t lose one member and actually gained 2 new
members!
The Sweet Adeline of the Year nominations are based on qualities that have been the standard throughout
the 38 year existence of the Fenton Lakes Chorus. These are: love and loyalty to the chorus. Tolerance and
respect to her fellow members. Selflessness and consistent work ethic. Diplomacy and reliability.
The Sweet Adeline of the Year committee realized that every member of our chorus possesses all of these
qualities. It was the collective effort of each and every member that contributed to the strength of our chorus
to survive the hardest year in our history. Each and every member helped us survive and not fold. Each and
every member offered words of encouragement to keep us going every week. Each and every member helped
people get through the physical and mental trials this past year with their love and positive vibrations. Each
and every member is the Heart of our chorus. So, this year, each and every member of the Fenton Lakes
Chorus is our Sweet Adeline of the Year!
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G

ree ngs from
Fes val
Sounds! It
has been another strange year, as we
deal not only with this virus, but many
other concerns both here in Canada
and elsewhere in the world! The phrase
“we are all in this together” seems to
hold true for COVID as well as the
unse ling reali es of the historical and
poli cal issues of many countries
around the globe! Through it all, it is
our fervent prayer that our Singing
Sisters will keep the faith and never
lose hope so that one day we can again
return to the joy of raising our voices in
unison in four-part harmony! Oh what a
day that will be!
This chorus has con nued mee ng via
Zoom, and for this we owe our thanks
to Melissa Wright who has put a lot of
me and e ort into arranging these
weekly mee ngs. Physical and vocal
warm ups, preceded some muted singa-longs of rep songs. On two occasions
the chorus welcomed Peggi Starkey
who worked to help us nd our best
resonate space.
In mid-July it was decided to try inperson outdoor mee ngs. For a
number of Wednesdays, chorus
member Jackie Kirkman invited us to
gather outdoors at her home, where
we got caught up on all the latest
gossip. We were thrilled to be able to
even do some singing together, due to
the purchase of our new “Singing
Masks.” It was at one of these mee ngs
that Jackie was presented with her 15year membership pin, by membership
co-chair Sharon Hunter. Congratula ons
Jackie!
Jackie and Sharon are both presently
dealing with some very serious health
concerns, and the chorus was thankful
to be able to visit and spend me with
both these ladies. They are much-loved
members of this chorus and we send
them our thoughts, prayers and hugs as
they deal with the trials of life.
Due to the success of our Value
Village Fundraising e orts of a year ago,
it was decided to stage a repeat.
Posters were sent out and bags/boxes
of items were collected and dropped
o at the home of Annamarie Murray,
where they were stored on two hay

wagons piled high in the hay shed. In
mid-June over a period of two days, a
cube van was used to make the delivery
to Value Village. Our e orts were
rewarded by an even be er outcome
than the previous year! Thanks to all
who collected and helped move the
bounty!
Our AGM was held on August 25 in
the hay shed at the home of
Annamarie. Our present board of
directors will remain in place for
another year, as will the present
commi ees. We were saddened to
learn that six chorus members have
resigned. We will miss these ladies and
wish them well! Our director search
commi ee has been working diligently
to nd a new and suitable director for
this chorus. This is an ongoing e ort
and one that we hope will be resolved
by the me that we can safely return to
regular indoor rehearsals. We remain
con dent that somewhere out there is
the perfect director for this chorus!
September has arrived, and were it not
for COVID, that would mean a return to
regular indoor Wednesday night
rehearsals. Unfortunately, that is not
the case at this point in me. Instead,
this chorus plans to meet for rehearsals
at Annamarie's farm in the hay shed,
fully masked and socially distanced,
un l such me that the weather makes
it impossible to do so. Just last evening
we held our rst such mee ng. It was
wonderful to sing together again,
enveloped by the sweet smell of newly
cut hay. We did however, face s
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FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS Stra ord, Ontario ~~ Brenda Atchison
compe on from the wind, thunder,
and heavy rains on the roof!
May the joy that comes from making
beau ful music together, succeed in
keeping hope alive, and the light at the
end of the tunnel shining brightly! Stay
safe and keep singing!
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GRAND HARMONY CHORUS Waterloo, Ontario ~~ Jane Stoltz

Meeting our music director in person at our
first outdoor rehearsal!

with our membership coordinator Susan Casey

Outdoor rehearsal in the parking lot
Border Lakes Region 2
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Coaching with Nicky McGrath –
Fabulous!
Coaching with Renee Porzel –
Awesome!

Summer Sizzle Zoom Grand Harmony Chorus Party
Susan St. John – Team Leader
Claudia Stewart – Music Team Leader/Choreographer
Marilynn Hall – Seasoned Member

Border Lakes Region 2
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June 23 Release of Grand Harmony Chorus Virtual Song
‘with a little help from my friends”

Member Milestones: Susan Casey – 15 years; Jane Stoltz – 15
years; Pat Martin – 15 years; Claudia Stewart – 20 years; & Norma
Steinman – 45 years!
Border Lakes Region 2
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS Traverse City, Michigan ~~ Sally L. McCoy
"We got it back" was the pronouncement of one of our Sweet Addie Daddies who attended our concert on
August 20 — our sound, the ringing chords, and the comfortable closeness with each other had all come
back. At last.
After such a long time of deprivation, we hit the ground running about the time that last quarter's Border
Lights issue came out. We began our in-person rehearsals and have hardly missed a Tuesday evening
gathering to practice since then. At first we were "a little rusty" — a quote from our wonderful Master
director, Jill Watson, who bravely led us through the various mask stages of getting back together, post
pandemic separation.
Partly to inspire us and to show her confidence in us "getting it back," Jill accepted an offer for us to perform for an hour as the
entertainment for a fundraising event in our town of Traverse City. With brush-ups on our repertoire paired with our new "video"
songs that we learned during the lockdown, Jill thought we could swing a half hour, with quartets Sashay and Top Shelf filling out the
hour. We were set up for a Friday evening in late August. It was the beginning of April. What could go wrong?
As it turned out, NOTHING went wrong! We were blessed with an effortless, well-received and totally affirming performance.
Everyone who attended seemed pleased with our music and SO many compliments came in on the quality of our singing that it was,
indeed, easy to believe that "we HAD gotten it back!"
After all, we are the Grand Traverse SHOW Chorus and our identity is wrapped around having a great show, regardless of the size or
characteristics of our audience. But surprise, surprise! Our August 20 show was not our first time back up on stage after restrictions
were lifted, because we were invited to OPEN FOR FOREIGNER!
The rock band Foreigner was scheduled to perform at Interlochen, music capital of Michigan, and they asked us to start their show
for them on Saturday, August 14! It seems Foreigner always arranges to have a local a cappella group do their sound check for them.
(Over 700 a cappella groups have opened for Foreigner, over the course of their lengthy touring schedule. We heard that their offer
had been extended to other a cappella groups who apparently were unable to respond. Our own GTSC was ready to answer the call
with swiftness and grace due to our preparation for our own show, booked for less than a week later.
What an unexpected honor to address a huge
audience, such as was gathering for the rock
show! We even had fun for the hours prior to our
performance — it was a beautiful summer day
and we were all feeling like rock stars, ourselves
— what a wonderful memory for our collective
mental scrapbook! We will forever hold on tightly
to the bragging rights we earned that night, for
sure! We also each got a free Foreigner concert
ticket, and for certain among us that was quite a
treat! For others of us? Not so much. But we
also, as a group, received a generous financial
reward from Foreigner for opening their show, so
we have only happiness and satisfaction from the
experience. Our Sweet Adelines sisters in
Wichita also were extended the same honor, we
heard — we sure hope they had as good a time
as we did!

Before sound check
Border Lakes Region 2
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS continued

The following Friday we were ON. The listening crowd included some of our former members, some
of our future members (hopefully,) and a public that we trust was basically "adoring." Of course, the
venue was not the same as the Interlochen Pavilion. A large white event tent served as our band
shell, in a paved parking lot on a really hot day. We had our best visuals the week before, but at our
own show that we had prepared for all along, it was all about the audio. And it filled our hearts to
sound so good, to hear it ourselves and to see it in the faces of those looking at us, beaming with
admiration. What fun!
It was also a treat to hear our favorite quartets, composed almost entirely of GTSC members:
Sashay Quartet was totally on point, in fine form, with some super cute choreography that was
clever and added to their most magical, silky sound.
Top Shelf has been meeting and rehearsing as a quartet for over a year now. They blend so well together and are so dedicated that if
it had not been for Covid restrictions, no doubt they would be lining up their medals by now. As fate would have it, they had their
public debut at our show. This is one foursome that is definitely worth waiting for — so much promise in these ladies together!
This year's summer season was so unpredictable, and shined SO brightly for us after that long delay while we were forced apart! I
dare not predict what will happen to us over the next three months. I look forward to reporting later, though. Our membership
seems to walk with a new enthusiasm and anticipation, based on witnessing our own accomplishments of the last three months. We
all seem to have a sense of just how far we have come since the cold of winter isolation.
We were all warmed by the summer's events, and confident that we "got it back." Even if we have to separate from one another in
the future again, we all experienced how strong and resilient our foundation is. This past quarter of the year represented a reward
for us, a providential respite for pulling through. It's been refreshing.
Border Lakes Region 2
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HEART OF MICHIGAN CHORUS
Shepherd, Michigan
~~ Bambi Howard

TRI CITY CHORUS
Auburn/Bay City, Michigan
~~ Nancy Nieschulz

T

G

he Heart of Michigan Chorus has had a pretty
quiet summer. We are actively taking
applications for a new director, but we are
not just sitting around while we wait!
We are currently meeting face to
face at the Breckenridge United
Methodist Church. This venue has
a lot of space and allows us to
hold robust section rehearsals in
addition to the chorus rehearsal.
The chorus chose a selection of six general songs
and seven Christmas songs that we are actively
working on. We hope to be able to do some
Christmas sing-outs to give back to our communities
that have been so faithful in supporting us in the
past.

Our chorus board recently held a chorus job fair to
get volunteers for our various committees. The
sunshine committee did a wonderful job of
recruiting and rewarding recruits for signing up to
volunteer in our chorus. We laughed as volunteers
for marketing were awarded Crackerjacks for the
crackerjack job they will do, and our budget
volunteers were awarded tacks so they would be
sharp as a tack while they managed our funds! We
had a lot of fun and got some new faces to
volunteer to carry out the chorus business.

reetings from Tri City Chorus.

It feels so good to be back to in-person rehearsals.

Tri City has a new director. His
name is Chris Chung. He is from
Bay City and he is the music
teacher at Western High School
where we have most of our
rehearsals. He was hand-picked by
our former director, Pat Osbourne.
Pat is enjoying her new position as baritone section
leader.
We have a performance coming up. Tri City has been
asked to sing the national anthem at Bay City's Blue
Star Memorial on September 11.

A joint performance is tentatively scheduled in
N o ve m b e r. O u r l o ca l m e n ’s c h o r u s , T h e
MountainTown Singers, has invited us back to join
their Harmony Explosion event! We are hoping to
sing a joint piece with our friends from Crossroads,
and sing a couple of pieces of our own. It will be so
good to sing with our brothers and sisters in
harmony!
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LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~~ Jo Kulik

M

any things have kept London Chorus moving and shaking through these past months, mainly the
leadership and loyalty within. Our director Julia and president Cathy have moved mountains to
make our rehearsals vibrant, fun, educational and well attended. We have maintained our numbers
since the early days of the pandemic and have over 70% attendance at most rehearsals. One of the great things
is that we have built in social time outside of rehearsal night. We have coffee hour on Tuesday mornings and happy hour on Friday
afternoons. The following will tell you more. Feel free to sing along:
Each Tuesday we wake up, quick shower no need for make up
Make sure there’s coffee in the pot. You know we like it nice and hot.
I then fire zoom up and reach for my favourite cup.
Warm welcome and friendly smiles, from sisters over many miles!
Pandemic, pandemic this is our coffee break
Pandemic, pandemic just an hour is all it takes
Together, together with harmony sisters
To miss a week would be disaster (insert poetic license!)
We’ve discussed:
When this is all over where will we be going?
How our kids and grandkids keep on growing.
New recipes, curbside or delivered meals
How to order and choose all the good on-line deals.
Our ailments and solutions to keep us all well
Which items to donate, recycle or sell.
We’ve purged and we’ve cleaned and given away.
With help from each other we’ve loved every day.
New hobbies, creations we share what we’ve done.
Will it snow or just rain? When will we see the sun?
What book are you reading? What shows did you see?
When was your last mammo or colonoscopy?
Our day time adventures and some after dark!
The success of our chorus’ Boothe in the park.
A cure for baldness you might dare to ask
Support when we need it to start a new task!
We’ve offered advice on how to get shot!
This virus won’t get us, no, it will not!
Our first group rehearsal, the rain was a test
It didn’t dampen our spirits and welcomed two guests!
Can you tell we’ve had fun and can’t wait for this to be normal again, but in the meantime London Chorus is alive and well. We’ve
had two new grandbabies this summer. Debby Elliott has welcomed Kielin and Jill Schell presented Tayvah.
By the way, the winning all time favourite song title is: If my Nose was Running Money, I’d blow it all on You! Sung by Aaron Wilburn
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MOTOR CITY BLEND Farmington Hills, Michigan ~~ Rebecca Mayberry

C

o-director, Sylvia Karpinsky, retired from directing Motor City Blend as of August 31. We
celebrated her 43 years as a Sweet Adeline at a party at the Finnish Cultural Center in
Farmington Hills. Notable guests included all four members of Swing Street, 1991 Queens
of Harmony and two members of Spotlight, 2006 Queens, as well as well wishers from Region 2
and the former Great Lakes Chorus.
We shared light refreshments and CAKE! We were treated to a reunion of Dream On! who sang
three songs for us. Spectrum sent Sylvia a creative musical video greeting card. Additional video
greetings came from Sweet Adelines around Region 2
and beyond. This event not only allowed us to
celebrate Sylvia, it was an opportunity to gather with
singing sisters and be reminded what it is that is so
sweet about Sweet Adelines. We treasured the
opportunity to reconnect as we said farewell to Sylvia.
Motor City Blend has moved to indoor rehearsals (masked and distant) at our regular
rehearsal space at Orchard United Methodist Church in Farmington Hills.
Queen quartets Swing Street and Spotlight will each be featured in the upcoming Coronet
Club show on October 17.

Deana Fisher,
Samantha Fisher and
Kathy Green working
the Renaissance
Festival for MCB.
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SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Donna Sullivan
“Tomorrow’s another day
I hope and pray
We’ll be together……”

T

he opening lyrics to “How We Sang Today!” have taken on an ominous meaning to our
U.S. members as they continue to “hope and pray” that they will soon “be together”
with their Canadian Seaway Sounds sisters. Perhaps “tomorrow” it will become clear as
to how and when border crossing will be feasible again.

In the meantime, Seaway Sounds has resumed in-person rehearsals albeit they are presently
“open air” at the city’s Centennial Park. Currently, the regular rehearsal hall, which is housed in
All Saints Anglican church, is closed to outside organizations. Hopefully, we will be back at the
hall soon.
The chorus also came together for their annual garage sale in July. It turned out to be a
spectacular and successful day. Another July “success” was the welcoming of returning
member, Kayla Griffiths….Yeah! We are extremely happy to have Kayla back with us.
Always with a positive forward vision, the chorus has added to its calendar for November a
return of Seaway Sounds Boot Camp. Boot Camp covers a three week period, November 3, 10
and 17. We hope to build on the success of our 2019 Boot Camp where we had a dozen guests
in attendance the first night.
HOPE – “If you only carry one thing throughout your entire life, let it be hope. Let it be hope,
that better things are always ahead. Let it be hope that you can get through even the toughest
of times. Let it be hope that you are stronger than any challenge that comes your way Let it be
hope that you are exactly where you are meant to be right now, and that your are on the path to
where you are meant to be… Because during these times, hope will be the very thing that
carries you through.” ~~ Nikki Banas
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS Royal Oak, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche

E

verything has greened up so nicely with heavy doses of rain, perennials have come back after a winter’s
sleep, and the heat keeps pouring on. It’s a steadfast summer! Flowering annuals in pots, and the ground,
as well as vegetable gardens are actually past their peak, but we need to keep the birdbaths clean and full
for the visiting birds! So…when was it time for Shoreline Sound to meet
again IN PERSON AND SING?!
And meet we finally did on June 8, inside the church, spaced properly on
the risers, with our new singers masks. Diane directed us through almost
every song we know, new and old; and we sounded better and better as
the night progressed. I have never been more stoked as I’m sure all
members were, to hug, sing and spread the love! Fifteen months was way
too long to be apart.
Our Miss Liddi (Linda Liddicoatt to our newbees, and first director of our
chorus) has now moved in and is comfortable in her new surroundings
near her family in Columbia, South Carolina (but lonesome). She would
love phone calls and cards to keep her in touch with “her chorus”. She can
be reached at: Harmony Community, 2232 Clemson Road, Apartment
2036, Columbia, South Carolina 29229, Phone: 586-354-3428.
Now, more than ever it seems, our prayers and comforting thoughts are
needed for several of Shoreline’s own. We must keep Laura, Jenny,
Marlene, and Mac close with our support and love. Our Kay Maxwell came
up with a fun idea to support
Laura in her journey with chemo after cancer
surgery. Laura cut her hair very short and rinsed it
with purple…so Kay “spray painted” some of our
heads of hair to match and show our love. We’ll
do ANYTHING! Jenny needed our prayers as she
began her treatment with cancer July 6 and asked
that we all wear yellow, bring sunflowers etc. (her
favorite) at that rehearsal. Kay came through
again with yellow sunflower pins for everyone to
wear! We love you Jenny girl! Marlene’s daughter
Laurel has created a special Marlene Babb Care
Page for us to send messages, photos and the like
and remember our good times with Marlene.
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS continued

Uplifting news is that we have taken another new member into our
fold…Lauren Case, as of June 29. Welcome to our loving chorus,
sweet lead Lauren.
All worked out perfectly for us; a few of us were able to take
admissions to the pristine Orchard Lakes Fine Art Show the end of
July and earn some revenue for Shoreline. Not in our favor was the
blistering heat both days, but we survived as we always do! There was a fine
turnout of patrons, steady all day long.
Up next was our chance to work and earn more money at the Michigan
Renaissance Festival scheduled the last two weekends of August. Julia was busy
recruiting hard workers, and needed to outsource with other choruses, family
members and friends. The blistering heat and monsoon rains attacked us both
Renaissance weekends! But… before we know it, there will be a chill in the air;
and colorful leaves will begin tumbling to the ground.
May each and every one of Shoreline’s members and their loved ones stay safe and well!

Puppy at Bloody
Mary Pub
Cooling off

Sonnet and Matt

Border Lakes Region 2
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