A CAPPELLA BELLA CHORUS Muskegon, Michigan ~~ Kathy Niergarth
an someone please tell me where summer has gone? Without the festivals, arts and craft shows,
concerts, sing-outs, baseball games, and parades, that define the season in West Michigan, the
months blended into one long series of days.

C

I am happy to report that the Bellas are healthy and virus free. We continue to meet on Zoom to sing our
music and catch up on each other’s adventures. Bellas have kept busy sewing masks, working at food
pantries, babysitting grandchildren, binging on TV series, and watching Mo and Amelia’s Beatles-A-Day
on Talkin’ Region 2. In fact, my husband’s first stop on Facebook daily is to see which song the ladies are
singing and the information they share. He is really impressed with their presentation.

Nancy Liedel presided over our team installation in June,
and she also presented two informative mini coaching
sessions on rehearsing alone at home and breath support.
The Bellas have learned three new songs, and we look
forward to the day when we can actually sing them
together instead of singing along with the learning track as
part of our Zoom meetings.

The Bellas had a surprise guest at our August Zoom
meeting. Tom Daldin, host of Under The Radar on PBS,
dropped in for a few minutes to find out more about the
Bellas and Sweet Adelines. He asked us to sing him a song,
but director Marilee Wexstaff explained why that wasn’t
possible. Instead, she shared our 2019 contest
performance with him and told him about Region 2.

At our July 1 Zoom meeting, Cathryn Marshall announced
that Bella Forte had been officially recognized as a new
quartet. Cathryn, along with Linda Herbert, Marian
Stefanich, and Karen Avdek, continue to rehearse their
music and look forward to taking the stage at the next
Region 2 contest.

On a sad note, we lost our chorus mascot Lola last week.
She was Cin Bolt’s service dog, and she attended all
rehearsals and many of our sing-outs. Lola brought smiles
and joy to all of us.

Presenting Bella Forte
Tenor Karen Avdek, Lead Linda Herbert, Bass Marian
Stefanich, Baritone Cathryn Marshall

Until we meet again, stay healthy and safe.

Our chorus mascot Lola on the
float for the North Muskegon
Parade
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CARILLON BELLES CHORUS Simcoe, Ontario Sandra Reid
ur chorus has been meeting
for Zoom rehearsals on our
regular Monday evenings for
the spring and summer of these
COVID-19 times. We have
discovered that one advantage of
this type of rehearsal is that former
members can attend as visitors –
especially the younger former
members who may be in another
part of our province taking college
courses.

O

We have also found that even new
prospective members can join
rehearsal from their vacation
location. In addition, we have
incorporated a “porch group” who
gather on one large porch in the
afternoon, to support our new
prospective members in learning
their parts in person.
Presently, we are working toward a
virtual program we hope to
showcase in later September or
early October. While it may be only
to invited individuals from our
personal “bubbles” watching
virtually, we are eager to have a
program ready.
We did apply for a municipal grant
to hold a Harmony Day this winter,
and were successful in attaining a
grant. How we might create a
Harmony Day for our young women,
given the distance requirement, and
mask wearing, is yet to be
determined.

LUNG POWER:
After reading an article on research
by Dr. Neil Schachter, a
pulmonologist and medical director
of Respiratory Care Centre at Mount
Sinai Hospital in New York City, on
strategies to optimize our oxygen
delivery system, we decided to try
this ourselves at home and see if we
might improve in our breathing.

chest should remain still. Tighten
your stomach muscles as you exhale
through pursed lips. Do this for five
minutes, three times a day.
RESEARCH QUESTION: Will daily
practice of exercises A and B
improve our breath control as
singers
METHOD:

"Whether the cause is asthma or
aging, changes in the lungs and
diaphragm can impair the body's
ability to get enough oxygen."

1.
Each of us sings numbers,
one per second of the clock, and
writes down what number we get to
on one breath.

There are two suggested exercises.
Since they are similar to what we do
in warm-ups, I thought we could
each practice at home, and see
personally if it does make a
difference to our breath control.

2.
We diligently do the two
above exercises daily, personally
checking off the daily chart.

Exercise A (Pursed- lip breathing)
Exhale through narrowed lips
relieves shortness of breath, and
releases trapped air in the lungs to
make each breath more effective.
TO DO: Inhale through your nose for
a count of two, keeping your mouth
closed. Pucker your lips as if you
were going to whistle, and exhale for
a count of four. Repeat for one
minute, four times a day.
Exercise B (Diaphragmatic breaths)
TO DO: While sitting, put one hand
on your chest and the other below
your rib cage. Inhale through your
nose so your stomach moves out
against your hand. The hand on your

3.
After two weeks of
diligently doing A and B, we repeat
#1, checking what number we get to
in one breath. Then again, after one
month, repeat #1.
RESULTS:
Only three of us continued for one
month. Each of us extended our
breath count by 5 seconds.
CONCLUSIONS:
Doing the exercises diligently daily
for one month did increase our lung
capacity for singing. Even doing
these exercises a few times daily
might maintain our lung capacity,
despite asthma or aging. Personally,
I found that having the chart sitting
out on my counter, made me more
diligent in completing the daily
exercises!
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CARILLON BELLES CHORUS Simcoe, Ontario ~~ Sandra Reid
DAILY CHART FOR BREATHING EXERCISES
At the start, I could count to ____ with one breath, counting a number each second.
At the end of two weeks, I could count to ____ with one breath, counting a number each second.
At the end of four weeks, I could count to ____ with one breath, counting a number each second.

Monday
A

B

A

B

A

B

A

B

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

1
2
3
4
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
1
2
3
1
2
3
4
1
2
3
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FENTON LAKES CHORUS Linden, Michigan ~~ Nancy Liedel
e have been trying to make the best of a very stressful
summer. We have been having Zoom rehearsals and
coaching sessions. Karen Sweeters, Renee Porzel, Mo
Field, Diane Porsch, Kylie Meinka, and Peggi Starkey! The
education our director is bringing to us is amazing! Thanks to
Jeanne Lundberg for working so very hard to keep us up to
speed. She has also introduced three new songs! We have
learned them quite quickly! She also has another one just
about ready to introduce. We know Zoom rehearsals are
difficult, but, you can make it work.
We surprised Jeanne with a drive-by parade for her
birthday in May! It was great fun! She didn't suspect a thing!
Her husband Roger was a key player to making it all work
out. Chris Perry was the mastermind behind this wonderful
day!

W

We are losing one of our members this summer as she has
been accepted into pharmacy school at Ferris. We will miss
our Kaitlyn Cool! However, we did manage to gain a member
during this lock-down! Welcome to Amy McConnell! We also
have a potential member who has been Zooming with us
through this whole quarantine. Dana Hilliker, we can't wait to
meet you in person!
We can't begin to tell you how much we miss all our Region
2 friends! A huge thank you to our Regional Management
Team for all of the wonderful education via Zoom! It's been
absolutely amazing! And since we can't be together in person,
we can at least see each other and chat.
Until we can meet again in person, we send our love! We
miss you and can't wait to hug everyone!

We had our installation in the backyard of one of our members. Thanks to Sara Klosowski for opening her yard.

Diane Porsch

Birthday drive by
Installation

Karen Sweeters

Birthday parade

Kylie
Amy member
Chrispy with car

Sara pin

Kaitlyn
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FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS Stratford, Ontario ~~ Brenda Atchison

he highlight of the last six months
for many members of this chorus
has been our trip to Value Village
on the morning of July 22! It was the
most fun and excitement many of us
have had in a long while! It wasn't
because we finally got to empty our
spare rooms, closets, storage areas, and
even farm wagons of bags of “stuff” that
we had collected for months. It wasn't
because we got to empty about 15
carloads of that “stuff” to be weighed at
Value Village. It wasn't even about the
dollars that we received in exchange for
all that “stuff.” Rather, for most of us, it
was because we actually got to see each
other in the flesh, and get a partial,
masked glimpse of those dear faces that
we have all missed so much!
After slinging those bags with our
gloved hands, and emptying the cars,
we sat, socially distanced, and enjoyed a
short time of reconnecting with each
other, before again retreating to our
own little isolation bubbles.
During this time, technology has
enabled us to choose a new board of
directors, and on September 2, we were
once again thrilled to get together at the
home of Annamarie Murray to hold our
annual AGM, and the installation of our
new board of directors. Sitting apart
outside in Annamarie’s beautiful
perennial gardens, socially distanced
and masked, we again reconnected and
broke bread together as we each
enjoyed our own individual meal that
we had brought with us.

T

Value Village
Fundraiser

Outgoing president Melissa Wright
took charge of the business part of the
evening. Following the call to order and
the adoption of the agenda, committee
reports were read and approved,
budget was discussed, and a few minor
changes were made in the assignment
of various committee duties. The
installation service for our new board of
directors was led by our outgoing
president Melissa Wright. The winner of
last year’s “Sweet Adeline of the Year
Award,” Leslie Lennon, prepared the
Installation service, choosing “Working
Together” as her theme.
Just as all the ingredients of a recipe
work together to form a positive result,
so too must a board of directors each
bring their individuality to the table,
and work together to lead us into a
positive future. We congratulate and
welcome our new president, Susan
Sutherland, and our new vice-president,
Celina Ball. We leave our treasury safely
in the very competent hands of Leslie
Lennon, while secretarial skills go to
Annamarie Murray.
Sheila Dow and Judy Riley also join
the board as directors. Thank you ladies
for your willingness to serve this
chorus, and enjoy your cookies from
your big jar of ingredients prepared by
Leslie. Congratulations go to Melissa
Wright on receiving her ten-year
membership pin, presented by
membership coordinator Judy Riley.
New business concerns, of course, dealt
with a discussion of what the future
holds for this chorus, and where do we
go from here?

New Board of Directors

In the end, due to Covid concerns and
restrictions, the decision was made to
continue to put a hold on gathering
together for rehearsals. We will
however continue to meet weekly on
Zoom. Our thanks goes to Melissa
Wright for all the work that she puts
into organizing these social and
learning events.
We ended the evening, in a socially
distanced circle, and sang a few songs
together. Like the ingredients of a
recipe, we must all work together to
stay safe and healthy . . . wear your
mask, practice social distancing, stay in
your bubble, and keep hope alive!
“Hope is like a bird that senses dawn, and
starts to sing while it is still dark!”

Waiting to unload
Socially distanced and
masked Singing
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Judy presents
Melissa with her 10year membership pin

GRAND HARMONY Waterloo, Ontario ~~ Susan M Casey
ell, 2020 is going to be
remembered alright —
WHAT HAPPENED?! The
world as we knew it stopped existing
and now, we wear masks, constantly
wash our hands (for 40 seconds at
least), don’t touch our faces,
social-distance at least 6 feet or 2 m
and online shopping is at an all-time high. And the usual
chorus rehearsals, for now, has a new normal. No more
risers, no weekly meetings at our usual rehearsal location.
In-person practice is now in the great outdoors, 6 – 13 feet
or 2 – 4 m apart, with masks on while singing. Thank
goodness for public parks and huge backyards!

Change is inevitable—yes, this has been a lot of
humdingers in these last few months. Sadly, we have had to
say goodbye to our director, Chris Arnold. His influence
was far reaching, his humour infectious, he will be greatly
missed. Grand Harmony has retired a few members at the
onslaught of this pandemic—many took leaves of absence
but a few had difficulties managing through this new world
order. It has been especially difficult for those on the front
lines and essential workers — working long shifts and
finding time for anything must be very trying indeed. Most
of our members have been steadfast, ready to steer the
chorus to a bright and exciting, albeit, uncharted future.
Our music team and management team have great ideas
and wonderful skills to help us weather this pandemic.

Yes Virginia, there is a singer’s mask — it makes it possible
to sing out without the mask material smothering you as
you inhale. And of course, there are online rehearsals when
Mother Nature refuses to cooperate with us. Zoom, and
many other online entities, have been overwhelmed by the
world’s demands. And Grand Harmony Chorus, as are other
choruses in our region and around the world, is adjusting
to this new reality. But, when life throws you limes, you
make margaritas!

Please remember: Stay safe. Keep calm. Wear a mask. Wash
your hands. Keep social-distancing. Do this, if not for
yourself, for your fellow persons. In a world filled with
anguish and strife, let us give it the legacy of barbershop
music. We will get through this worldwide crisis, in accord
and soon offer this new world, the sweet gift of four-part
harmony.

W
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS Traverse City ~~ Mandy Gibson
nd here we
still are – in a
holding
pattern, waiting to
sing together and
perform again. But
the GT Show
Chorus has not let
grass grow under our feet.

A

Our weekly Zoom rehearsals have been
productive and have given depth to our
musical growth that we would not have
experienced in person. We started
Zooming by doing pretty much what we
would do in a live rehearsal – physical
warmups, vocal warmups and then sing
our rep and competition songs. This
was ok, but not satisfying and not very
productive since we couldn't hear each
other.
As good leaders do, Jill Watson stepped
up and brought a plethora of coaching
to us that work well online. Debra Lynn
gave us a seminar on Bel Canto
breathing. We took advantage of
Jennifer Cooke's online tag, "The
Unreachable Star" and then the
following week she popped into our
Zoom to give us some warm-ups. Judy
Pozsgay provided a terrific lesson on
showmanship evaluation and
presentation tailored to our chorus!

Baris

Leads

Molly Huffman joined us one evening
with some tips on vocal technique and
we of course used free online resources
such as Lisa with Physical Warmups
thru the Decades and several Kathleen
Hansen vocal warmups.
Wasn't the Region 2 Saturday Seminar
with Betty Clipman and Sharon Babb a
great treat? Of course we were
particularly pleased since the focus was
on GT Show chorus, but all of us learned
so much about Expression and Music
from the judges' viewpoint.
Nan Wardin joined us last week to lead
us in a planning session evaluating
where we are and what are our goals.
We felt quite good about ourselves and
were able to objectively set some
directions for the coming months,
regardless of where and how we
rehearse. Our commitment is to
continue making the most of Zoom,
rehearse in small groups when possible,
learn new music, reach for Region
contest and International 2021!
Here are some pictures of our activities.
One Zoom meeting we each wore the
headpieces and or makeup that we had
chosen for our competition costume.
When we are out and about, some of us

are also sporting definite Sweet
Adelines masking! Jill received from our
board a Crown Shield, she and Diane
have custom GT SC masks, Roberta is
full of glitz and Katy acknowledges the
outside for rehearsal space of the near
future!
Our chorus president, Nanette has been
keeping our spirits up with snail mail
notes, birthday acknowledgments and a
fun quiz on music in the 1920s. So, do
you know who was the highest earning
musical artist in the 1920s? Would you
guess George Gershwin, Louis
Armstrong, Fats Waller or Paul
Whiteman? Surprise – it's the man you
most likely never heard of, Paul
Whiteman. It was QUANTITY of music
he wrote, not popularity that put him to
the top.
And then this week we met in person
for a short rehearsal for sectionals and
a couple of songs with the whole
chorus. The photos will show you how
far apart we were, but it felt great to
sing together. Thank you to Marsha for
inviting us to use the Mercato lawn.
We hope you are all safe, staying
connected and singing. We will see you
for the virtual Regional meet-up in a
couple of weeks.

Rachel
Katy mask

Basses Mercato

Faceshield
crown

Distancing

Diane selfie

Roberta glitz
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Jill GTSC mask

HEART OF ESSEX CHORUS Essex, Ontario
~~ Debra DiDomenico and Joyce Clarke
ello from the Heart of Essex Chorus, who is part of the last region in Ontario to enter into Stage
3. It has been a slow process, but we finally made it.

H

Like many of the choruses, our board has agreed to reduce our membership fees due to Covid.
Thanks to Region 2 who did the same thing – much appreciated by all.
We held a virtual Installation, and all board members were present to affirm their positions. We so
appreciate their commitment to the chorus.
In addition, our yearly Recognition Night was held on Zoom. We would like to applaud our Unsung Hero recipients (this is
someone who in the past year went above and beyond the call of duty, working behind the scenes, making a big difference,
people weren’t aware of what they did, and probably didn’t get the recognition they deserved):
•
•
•
•

Claudette Nadeau
Kim Smith
Debbie Last
Mavis Minnie

Our attendance was excellent this year with over half of the chorus missing only one or two rehearsals. We did have one
member with perfect attendance: Joyce Clarke
Congratulations to the following members who will be receiving their longevity pins upon our return:
Pat Tellier – 35 years
Rose Purdy – 30 years
Rose Tako – 25 years
Robbie Lariviere – 10 years
Kathy Hogan – 5 years
Lori Depatie – 5 years
Our final award was voted on by members of the chorus. The ‘Dolores Foreman Miss Congeniality Award’ recognizes someone
with the following traits – friendly, helpful, sociable, genuine, enjoyable disposition, sympathetic, agreeable, gets along with
everyone, and pleasant. Special congratulations to our well-deserving winner for this year – CATHY MULAWKA.
We held our summer Canada Day party on Zoom, and our hard-working director Lois was prepared with some fun games. The
Zoom link has been made available for those who want to sign on, and visit with their chorus friends. Lois has continued to
send us warm-ups and other educational tips to keep us focused.
In addition to singing and working on music, members have been spending time camping, finally going for haircuts, playing
pickle ball, walking, golfing, reading, enjoying sports on TV again, gardening, doing renovations, boating, and visiting by social
distancing – doing whatever we can to survive the pandemic. Now that we are finally in Stage 3, hopefully things will open up
more, so that we aren’t so isolated.
Hope everyone is well, and looking forward to singing together in person again – sooner rather than later.
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HEART of MICHIGAN CHORUS, Gratiot & Isabella Counties, Michigan
~~ Susan Higgins
ur big news is that our Heart of Michigan Chorus received two grants during this challenging 2020
year! Led by Sandy Wilson as the chairman, the grant committee, consisting of Sylvia Flegel, Susan
Higgins, Bambi Howard and Angela Martin, started working on the first grant in late December
2019. They met on several occasions (and yes, once on Zoom, where this was facilitated by HM Zoom tech,
Marsha Numerich) and worked hard gathering all the required information, documentation, financial
statements and data for these grants. And, it all happened over a very few months!

O

This first grant was sponsored by the
Gratiot County Community Foundation
in the area of Arts and Culture,
specifically through the Michigan
Council for Arts & Cultural Affairs and
through the National Endowment for
the Arts. The application for the grant,
for $6,000 for risers, was submitted on
January 30, 2020, to the Gratiot
County Community Foundation, where
the distribution committee evaluated
the application. Particular attention
was given to the seriousness of the
need, adequacy of the proposed action,
the degree of potential benefit to the
community and the capability of the
organization and its personnel to
achieve expected results. Notification
of the approval of the grant was
received on March 9, 2020. With this
money the chorus was able to
purchase four sections of risers in June
2020.

late March 2020. The application was
submitted on April 29, 2020, to the
FY2020 Emergency Relief Funds
Grant, specifically through the
Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural
Affairs, which was to apply for
expenses incurred during the period of
June-September 2020, due to the
effects of the Covid pandemic and
economic shutdown. The chorus
received notification of grant approval
on May 21, 2020. These monies were
used to meet some financial
obligations for the chorus during this
specified time period. Some of these
financial obligations consisted of fees
for contractual personnel, music
including audio tracks, etc., facility
costs, and other specified fees. The
Heart of Michigan Chorus, with about
25 members from Gratiot and Isabella
counties, is very grateful to have
received these grant funds this year!

The second grant, for Emergency
Relief Funds, of $1,500, was started in

Most of our meetings during these last

few months have been via Zoom, with
anywhere from seven to 20 members
of our chorus being able to participate.
These "rehearsals" (meetings) consist
of barbershop education, warmups,
singing current repertoire and
competition songs with CDs, and of
course, some visiting. We are just
trying to make the best of things in
these challenging times. In mid-August
we were able to have our first
in-person get-together at a local
mobile home park clubhouse, with a
potluck and eating outside (individual
sack lunches were brought by some)!
About 15 of us attended and we each
shared what we had been doing over
the last few months. We even shared a
few "air" hugs. We decided in-person
gatherings are very necessary for us,
so we will continue to do this outside
about once a month until mid-fall. We
cannot wait to begin practicing and
singing together in-person again!

The activities of the Heart of Michigan Chorus, of Sweet Adelines International, are supported by the
Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs and these other organizations.
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LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~~ Jo Kulik
hen I read the reminder from Linda
regarding this submission, my first
thought was SERIOUSLY?
NOTHING HAS HAPPENED SINCE APRIL!
Well I started thinking and realized that lots
of things have happened just in a different
way, at a different speed and with different intensity.

We have held regular rehearsals with the exception of a twoweek break in July and another in August. We have added
five new songs to our repertoire, including a new Christmas
number and just picked up a 13-pager which will be a lot of
fun to perform. Our rehearsals are fun and full of useful
information. Julia and Cathy work hard to keep us all
engaged and we appreciate their effort.

We held our annual birthday party in June where we
recognize each member’s chorus birthday, present our
longevity awards and recognize our Sweet Adeline of the
Year and Congeniality winner. Our “senior” member, Pat
Whelan, received her 45-year pin and two more members,
Cathy Maxwell and Mary McEwan, achieved 25 years. That
brings our 25-year club to 21. That is quite an
accomplishment! Congratulations ladies.

Besides rehearsals we have coffee hour on Tuesday
mornings and happy hour on Friday afternoons where we
chat, share news, get and give advice, and frequently
welcome former members. We never know who will turn up
and it keeps us connected. We wait with baited breath to
hear about the young man under Barb’s window. That is a
story for another time!

W

When our SA of the Y winner (Henny Ford) was announced
her doorbell rang and there on her doorstep was the trophy
waiting for her. The same happened for Dolores Bryant, the
Congeniality Award recipient chosen by her chorus
members. Surprise, the bell rang and there was her trophy.
It is great to have partners who assist during these trying
times.

Besides that we must be doing something because we have
recorded a broken foot, a broken ankle, a broken hip,
surgeries, medical tests and results, new hairdo
experiments, many new crafts, a hole in one and a new baby.
Avery Katherine Stewart was born in Thunder Bay making
Debbie Bullard a grandma. Her mom, Kaitlyn, sings with
Sounds of Superior Chorus in Region 6.
Our message to all is stay safe and healthy, wear a mask,
wash your hands and harmonize the world.

Border Lakes Region 2 Sweet Adelines International -- Border Lights FALL 2020 -- Page 10B

MOTOR CITY BLEND CHORUS Farmington Hills, Michigan ~~ Linda May
hat a great invention
is Zoom. Who knew
we’d be rehearsing on
it, learning, and holding
meetings? We learned a lot of
good stuff from Betty Clipman
one June evening. We learned
new songs, new choreography,
rehearsed repertoire and
refreshed current choreo. We
played Kahoot trivia games.
Technology has kept us strung
together. People are using
Zoom, Skype and FaceTime for
other things like PVIs with
their section leaders. Now we
are recording ourselves and
auditing (passing) our new
songs.

W

SHINING STAR SHOUT OUT
FOR MAY 2020
PEGGI STARKEY

We missed out on singing the national anthem at the Jimmy
Johns stadium, and almost every fundraiser was canceled
except for turning in money for our returnables to the
chorus, and using Amazon Smile and Kroger rewards. We
sold unused costumes and are thinking about a silent
auction.

Members participated in a meal train for
a beloved member who had back surgery
either cooking and delivering meals her,
or contributing to Grub Hub and similar
food delivery services from restaurants.
‘Tis good to have 99 sisters when the chips are down.
Thank you to MCB members who serve Region 2: Directors
Certification Program Peggi Starkey, Education Brook
Tucker, Events Nan Wardin, Music Librarian Polly Snider,
Quartet Promotion Traci Martin, Border Lights Linda May,
Purple Ribbon Gang director Sylvia Karpinsky, Coaching
Grant and Star Pin Award Diana Gregg, Fall Tech Specialist
Karen Behrendt, and YWIH Coordinator Peggy Silver.
We
optimistically
scheduled our
2021 coaching
dates!

Flower sales – a fundraiser we didn’t cancel

This year’s board and officers are: President ~ Traci Martin; Vice President ~ Debbie Stieffel;
Treasurer ~ Dorothy Davenport; Secretary ~ Shara Snauwaert; Fundraising Coordinator ~ Pam
Reilly; Communications Coordinator ~ Jewel Sechler; Chorus Relations Coordinator ~ Brook
Tucker; Membership Coordinator ~ Corinna Silberg; Marketing/PR Coordinator ~ Becki
Mayberry; Business Coordinator ~ Sandy Worswick

Church parking lot front-row rehearsal
Musical Leadership planning our way forward
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NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS Prescott, Michigan ~~ Carol Gaines
s with most choruses, COVID-19 slowed our activities down during the past months but 13 of our members were able to
gather with other died-in-the-wool campers in Harrisville for the “non”-harmony weekend. In all, 30 Sweet Adelines
showed up the Thursday before Labor Day weekend for food, fellowship and camaraderie. We pray for all of our singing
sisters to remain safe and virus-free with the hope to be singing with our choruses soon.

A

TRI-CITY CHORUS Auburn & Bay City, Michigan ~~ Nancy Nieschulz
reetings from Tri-City Chorus. We hope everyone is safe and well.

G

We miss rehearsals a lot. We have kept in touch through meetings on Zoom every week. A couple of
months ago, some of us started meeting at several of our member's homes in the yard every other week.
Needless to say it's not the same. But we are keeping in touch as best we can.
We hope you all stay safe and well and we can get back rehearsing sooner rather than later.
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SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Donna Sullivan

S

eaway Sounds Chorus has been super busy this summer – NOT! Hold on to your hats next year,
ladies, I have a feeling we will be harmonizing up a storm! But, I digress . . .

Seaway Sounds continued the spring / summer with Zoom!
rehearsals. For interest, our director, Michelle, would
include a game or incorporate a theme. One such theme
was “Hat Day” inspired by our gregarious bass, BJ, who
always sported a lovely chapeau to each Zoom! rehearsal.

That same evening we announced our Sweet Adeline of the
Year with a promise to do a proper celebration as soon as
we can gather together once again. That special lady is
Barb Bell-Leaver, a classy lady who has been such an asset
to our chorus.

We also had to succumb to Zoom! for our annual
installation ceremony.

As restrictions slowly began to ease allowing gatherings of
small social bubbles, we began to congregate in Diane
Lamarche’s backyard to some long awaited in-person
rehearsals. A bit awkward with social distancing, masks
and hand sanitizer abound, it was great to be in the
company of each other and get some harmony on!

Welcoming onto the Management Team
for 2020/2021 are:
Diane Lambert – Team Leader
Donna Sullivan – Assistant Team Leader
Diane Lamarche – Treasurer
Pat Mayer – Secretary
Barb Bell-Leaver – Visual Team
BJ Swarts – Membership
Marilyn Barros – Marketing and Fundraising
Michelle St.Onge-Mitchell – Music Team

But something was/is sorely missing: our beloved BASS
section, the foundation of our chorus! Yes, our entire bass
section lives in the USA, and with the border closed, we
mourn their absence. But wait, we have a super hero
amongst us. Our lead extraordinaire, Margaret Anne, has
volunteered to cross over to the “low” side. Albeit for our
two competition pieces for now, I predict she will yield to
those deep, dark, sultry notes. (You got it. This writer is a
bass, stuck at the water’s edge, yearning to be let in to
harmonize with my sisters in song.)

As we long for a brighter future, we have learned that our regular rehearsal location, All Saints Anglican Church, will reopen
mid-September. That brings a smile to our faces and puts a song in our hearts. We can only hope the Blue Water Bridge,
connecting our two countries, follows suit.

SAY Barb Bell-Leaver

Hat Day on Zoom

Backyard rehearsal
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS Royal Oak, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche
he 2019 holidays were now a passing memory, and it
was time to hunker down and get ready for Region 2
Competition the end of April, beginning of May.
Resplendent Rene’e Porzel came in right after a snowstorm
and began the task of teaching us new choreo for our new
uptune. The dynamic duo (she and our Diane) walloped us
good with all the moves, and our Bye Bye Blackbird came
ALIVE!
Singing Valentines anyone? Collage Quartet produced some
melodious messages on that bitter cold day to warm the
hearts of appreciative romantics. Their efforts were so
enjoyed! Tenor (Sonnet), Lead (Becky), Bari (Julia)
introduced newbee Deb Mulka (Bass) to this quartetting
thing; and I think a good time was had by all!
Renee came back to us on March 3 to see how our new
choreo was progressing, and we hope she was pleased.
Thanks to our Nancy Swift who planned and shared
strategies with her RMT members on a sunny, Spring-like
Saturday in early March. With this team, our Regional
Competition WOULD HAVE BEEN A SUCCESS. Sigh…
…AND THEN, THE HYPED, UGLY COVID-19 VIRUS CAME
INTO OUR LIVES. I need not repeat all the restrictions,
closings and cancellations; we all know what happened and
felt our aspirations, dreams and potential victories shattered.
Well into the “stay home” edict, Shoreline resorted to
gathering together via a ZOOM test meeting on March 27,
thanks in large part to Diane and Sydney. About half of us
were able to attend, view each other, chat, and attempt
singing. It was a success, and we planned to meet for a
“rehearsal” the next Tuesday and thereafter on Tuesdays.
Our April 7 meeting/singing was especially beneficial with
great thanks to Sue Dugan and her expert technology!
Cancellations were everywhere: Regionals, Internationals,
Rising Star Quartets. We could only hope that we would all be
back in the swing of it for 2021 and keep up with our Zoom
gatherings in the meantime. Thankfully, Riot Act and Collage
Quartets were still managing to meet, social distance and sing
together.

T

A small band of Shoreline members (Becky, Nancy Aird,
Martha, JoAnn, Deb Mulka, Darlene, Mary Linda, Anne Hoffa)
and Riot Act went to cheer up our “wounded” leader, Diane
on August 9. After her scheduled hip surgery and a nasty fall
resulting in a broken bone, she was very literally “laid up”
and needed a visit. Thanks so much to Jacquie Kobe and
Cathie McClary for orchestrating this; it was therapy for us
and I’ll bet for Diane too!
The Sweet Adelines world has lost a wonderful woman to
insidious cancer. Rest well and with love, Darlene Rodgers.
Also, rest in peace Michael McClary. You were a much loved
icon in the Barbershop World and are missed.

Happenings and News to Report:
Marlene Babb – lost her daughter Katherine to cancer; Linda
Hardie – lost her sister Luanne to cancer; Diane Catellane –
had hip surgery, broke a bone due to a fall following said
surgery; Leslie Rawlings – finally got that much needed hip
surgery; Darlene Zivojnovity – had surgery this time on left
ankle/foot; Alexandra Mackenzie – got engaged; Makenzie
Kobe – graduated; Judy Sirut – retired; Jan Welsh – son was in
horrific auto accident but is recovering; Christy Whittemore –
getting married soon; Sonnet Rumora – purchased a house
Sydney Couturier – off to college; Darlene Miller/Ricketts – is
hospitalized with gall bladder issues and more
Non-Happenings and Missed:
Regional Competition
International Competition
All Other Singing!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Oakland Art Fair
Renaissance Festival (and wenches)
Wishing safety, good health and love to all our singing sisters,
till we can meet IN PERSON again…

Darlene Rogers and Beth Ann angels gone
from us

Cathie, Mike McClary, Sally Burns

Mike, Kevin, Pete, Johnny
Ware, the gang

Wenches from times ago
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SONG of the LAKES Davison, Michigan ~~ Nancy Sommerville
ong of the Lakes Chorus is
rolling with the punches in these
unprecedented times. We’ve
been able to meet pretty regularly in
Zoom, even though the technology
learning issues tried to impede
progress. Where there’s a will,
there’s a way!

S

Our brilliant and beloved director is
probably getting tired of hearing,
“Maria, you’re still muted!”
We’re working on new music, always
challenging and fun. Can’t wait to put
it all together! We had the amazing
Debra Lynn in to coach breathing
and vocal production.
It was open to all, and we were
joined by several guests. Thanks,
friends, for looking in!
We held the Installation of our new
management team virtually. Fun was
had by all, thanks to the clever
talents of Mo Field and Amelia
Charnock! They’ve taken their wildly
popular Beatles-a-Day act on the
virtual road by emceeing a lively and
competitive game of Kahoot!
The questions were based on “bits of
tid” from their daily show. Thanks so
much, Mo and Amelia from your
friends at Song of the Lakes Chorus!
Song of the Lakes cannot wait until
we can all sing together again!
Until then, stay safe and healthy!
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