Hello Region 2 from The VIBE Quartet!
e have been busy bees singing and traveling together
this summer. Our long distance proximity makes
monthly weekend rehearsals a must. However, if
you know any of us, you know we’re having a blast together!

W

In case you don’t know us yet, our lead, Sarah Eggerstedt, is
from Jackson, Michigan. She drives in from Alma College
after work. Our tenor, Abby Sella, resides in Clarkston. Traci
Martin is singing bass and lives in Brighton. She’s starting a
chorus in her hometown. Baritone Heather Kingston dwells
in scenic Traverse City where she also directs her own
community chorus. We had a wonderful time at her home on
the west bay where her back yard is literally a beach! Her
husband cooked and catered to our every whim. He’s a
keeper!
We had an incredible experience in August at Queens College
in Chicago. We can’t remember when we’ve been engaged in
such advanced learning and practicing techniques. These
ladies have truly earned their crowns and took the time to
share their knowledge with us. Admiring them from a
distance is nice, but actually getting to know them and how
really approachable, kind, and generous they are with their
time was extraordinary. We also had the privilege of being
coached by sister/directors Amy Brinkman and Bonnie

Fedyski, both Queens of Harmony and co-directors of the
Choral-Aires Chorus. Just wow. We love them dearly and
can’t wait to get with them again. Chicago isn’t that far!
Traci went on to Directors School in New Orleans two weeks
later and got blown away by the all-mighty Jim Henry. She
was able to bring back sooo much info for the quartet as well
as her new chorus, prospective Lakeland Harmony in
Brighton. The man brought us to tears and shared graciously
a wealth of knowledge that has yet to be met. If you EVER get
a chance to hear that fella speak/teach, do it.
Singing, laughing, EATING, and some travel – what more
could we want?
Well, there is more. We want to get to know YOU all better.
So come and meet us at the Fall Regional Music School and
let’s do some singing. Jim and Renee have never failed to lift
us to higher levels and have us loving it every step of the
way.
From The VIBE to you – here’s wishing you a fabulous fall
filled with ringing chords surrounded by wonderful friends!
Sarah, Abby, Heather, and Traci

FENTON LAKES CHORUS Fenton, Michigan ~~ Nancy Liedel
he very first thing we’d like to say is congratulations to our director for 50 years of
membership with Sweet Adelines International! This is an incredible achievement
and we are busting our buttons with pride for our director and our friend! She is an
amazing woman. We are glad to know her and share this life with her.
In other Fenton Lakes Chorus news, we are preparing for a show on October 16. We
calling it, “Fenton Lakes Chorus Sings (almost) Everything We Know.” Ticket
information is available on our Facebook page.
We spent the summer learning new music, working the Ren Fest, and serving at a
chicken dinner at the Masonic Temple in Flint. We were also the host chorus for the
Harmony Day Camp. What a fabulous day! Thanks to Sara Klowoski and her team for
making that day a huge success!
We’re looking forward to the upcoming Christmas season and our
caroling in Frankenmuth! If you are up there on the weekends, look
for us at River Place Shops! The chorus and chorus quartets will be
there every weekend from Thanksgiving to Christmas.
See y’all at Fall Regional Music School! Can’t wait to see all our
regional pals again!

T
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FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS Stratford, Ontario ~~ Brenda Atchison
verture, Curtain,
Lights! June the 4th
was the Night of
Nights! No more rehearsing
or nursing our parts. We all
knew our parts by heart!
And oh what heights we hit!
“On with the Show!” That
was it! Our successful spring
show was an assortment of
show tunes performed by
the chorus, and featured
special guests MatchStiX
Quartet, Rams Horns Brass
Quintet, and Venture
Quartet. Much thanks goes to
our master of ceremonies,
Chet Greason, who did an
amazing job of introducing
each act.
Thanks as well to the
hilarious antics of the Blue Js
(a.k.a. the Jennings
Brothers), and the cast
(chorus members) of “If I
Were not an Adeline” who,
by all accounts, managed to
steal the show!
Of course none of this
would have been possible
without the hard work,
dedication and committment
of our show committee
chaired by Sharon Hunter.
Thank you Sharon and

O

thanks to your husband Lou,
for his creative and artistic
decorating talents! It was an
awesome night!
Our annual general
meeting was held in June.
Following the business and
the election of committees,
Jackie Kirkman, last year’s
recipient of the Sweet
Adeline of the Year Award
conducted the installation
ceremony of our new board
of directors. Melissa Wright
took over the reins from
Annamarie Murray to
become our new president,
while Sue Sutherland takes
on the role of vice president.
Secretary is Annamarie
Murray, and treasurer is
Rose Vance. Thanks ladies,
for your willingness to serve.
The chorus must also make
mention and offer
congratulations to our own
Melissa Wright who now
owns the title of membership
coordinator for Region 2! We
are all so proud of you
Melissa and know you will
do an awesome job!
An annual event that we all
look forward to, our
year-end birthday party was

held once again at the home
of Annamarie Murray. We all
so enjoy Annamarie's farm
and her beautiful gardens!
Her warm hospitality rivals
none!
Following a wonderful
potluck supper, awards were
handed out to some very
deserving recipients.
Congratulations go to Anne
Matheson who received her
40 year membership pin, and
Jackie Kirkman who received
her 10-year pin!
The Sweet Adeline of the
Year Award went to a
deserving Sue Sutherland
presented to her by last
year’s winner Jackie
Kirkman.
The Spirit Award was
rightfully claimed by Sharon
Hunter presented to her by
last year’s winner Della
Hamilton.
Congratulations ladies; you
have truly earned your
awards!
Our raffle table fundraiser
was as always a big hit this
evening, and thanks to
Sharon Hunter for
organizing this event. This
evening of course wouldn't

be complete without the
chorus joining together in
harmony as we belted out a
few of our favourites!
Excitement is already
building as plans are well
underway for our 2017
Diamond Anniversary Show!
The Festival Sounds Chorus
will celebrate its 60th year in
2017! This is an incredible
achievement and we are
proud to be the fourth oldest
chorus in Region 2! We
certainly plan to celebrate
this milestone, but at the
moment it’s all top secret!
Stay tuned for future
updates!
Our annual Ramp-Up Party
on Aug. 24 at the home of
Sandy Feick serves to get us
anxious to return to regular
practices which commenced
on Aug. 31. Thanks Sandy,
for hosting this always
enjoyable potluck and
sing-fest! Then on September
14 we will again promote
our eight-week Learn to Sing
Program, and hopefully
introduce some new
members to the joy of
singing that “Good Old A
Cappella!”

Our new board of directors L-R: Melissa Wright
(president) Sue Sutherland (vice president),
Jackie received her 10-year pin, Anne
Annamarie Murray (secretary), Anne Matheson,
received her 40-year pin; and Melissa
Celina Ball, Joann Tobin, Jackie Kirkman. Absent
our president and the new Region 2
is Rose Vance (treasurer)
membership coordinator
Sue Sutherland accepts the
Sweet Adeline of the Year
Award from Jackie Kirkman
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Sharon Hunter accepts the
Spirit Award from Della
Hamilton

GRAND HARMONY CHORUS Waterloo, Ontario ~~ Susan Casey
hat a rush! April started off so
sweet when the ladies of Grand
Harmony Chorus did our
performance package at the Schwaben
Club in Kitchener, ON to a receptive
audience of barbershoppers — Twin
City Harmonizers! Thank you so much
for providing us the opportunity to
perform at your spacious facility. We
were more than prepared to take
contest stage mid-April. It was all left
on the stage and we were wellrewarded by the judges. Thank you to
our competitors, the Regional
Management Team, the judging panel
and the host chorus for making this
competition fun and exciting. Late April,
Contour quartet and a small group of
GHC participated in a sing-out at
Sobey’s Supermaket locations in
Waterloo, ON and Kitchener, ON. This
was on behalf of Epilepsy Waterloo
Foundation for Epilepsy’s Purple Day.
Fantastic response from both sites. We
also had chapter elections and our
newly elected team leader, Roxanne
Luxton, and assistant team leader,
Jennifer Goulden, were raring to go as
we started our new fiscal year.
We indulged our sweet tooth in May
by presenting our first Death by
Chocolate Spring Tea event at the
beautiful facilities at the Victoria Park
Pavilion in Kitchener, ON. The sweet
delicacies and retail therapy from local
vendors abounded as well as four-part
harmonies as the chorus plus our
quartets sang for our appreciative
spectators.
A Mothers’ Day Tea was hosted by
Chartwell Elmira Long-Term Care
Residence in Elmira, ON and a small
group of GHC was happy to perform to

W

this friendly crowd.
New Dundee, ON had their fabulous
New Dundee Community Garage Sale
and this is fast becoming a great
fundraiser for the chorus. Patrons
bartered and negotiated for bargains
while being serenaded by GHC at this
annual street sale. Thank you Dianne
Ritz for the use of your driveway and
garage on that sunny day. May
continued to be busy as we participated
in the City of Waterloo’s Final Fridays
event at the Waterloo Town Square.
Construction of the Light Rapid
Transit may have made it difficult to get
to the location but those who came said
it well worth it! We collaborated on this
event with Grand River Hospital,
promoting their music therapy
program.
In late May, at the Homer Watson
House & Gallery in Kitchener, three of
our quartets (Contour, Key of She, and
It’s All Relative – Rezonation/Zamira
combination) mingled and regaled the
crowds in song for the gallery’s
Community Appreciation Day.
June brought sweet heat and a small
assembly of GHC plus Contour and
Rezonation quartets performed to an
approving throng at the Grand River
Hospital’s Freeport Campus Garden
Party for their 100th anniversary. Our
Summer Hiatus Party was graciously
hosted by Roxanne Luxton. Great food,
great company, hot tub, trampoline and
cake made for a wonderful celebration.
Though it was relatively quiet and hot
in July and August, we kept busy and
cool at rehearsals. In September, we
enjoyed performing for residents of The
Westhill Retirement Residence in
Waterloo. We indulged them in song

and they indulged us with apple
dessert, cider and applause.
We look forward to Region 2 Fall
Music School, our Barbershop
Bootcamp, and our upcoming Christmas
Show.
Sweet Sixty for Helen Davis
In Toronto, ON, Helen joined Sweet
Adelines in early 1956 at the Toronto
Chapter (then in Region 2) as a lead,
less than a year after getting married.
While she enjoyed being in an awarding
winning chorus, she finally got the
quartet bug in 1961 which lasted for
more than a decade. In the meanwhile,
she had her family (three girls). In
1971, the Toronto Chorus move out to
the suburbs and North Metro Chorus
move in down the street! Joining this
chapter Helen enjoyed more regional
success even when the chapter was
relocated to Region 16. In 2001 when
one of her daughters (and the
grandchildren!) moved to Cambridge,
ON, Helen and her husband also made
the move west down Highway 401. It
was fortuitous to know one of the
founders and first chapter president of
Grand Harmony Chorus, her daughter
Judy Ketchen — Helen moved her Sweet
Adelines membership to this new
chapter. And yes, she still sings lead!
Grand Harmony is so
proud and excited for
Helen as she celebrates
this wonderful milestone.
We are look forward to
many more years of
tapping her expertise, spark of life and
wealth of barbershop knowledge. Helen
still fully participates on the risers. She
is the definition of “young at heart.”
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS Traverse City, Michigan ~~ Evelyn Harper and Jill Watson
e’re going to Vegas Baby!

W

Want to know what a close-up view of the moon looks like? Just ask
any member of the Grand Traverse Show Chorus and they’ll give you a vivid
description. And while you’re at it, ask MASTER DIRECTOR Jill Watson what
it feels like to direct a chorus she can hear but can’t see. Yikes! WHAT
HAPPENED TO THE LIGHTS in the middle of our contest performance? The
unusual occurrence was an unnerving way to find out that we sing at the B+
level in the dark! We are honored to be your representatives for the 2017
Harmony Classic in Las Vegas. It’s going to be an exciting year for GTSC. We
are equally thrilled to be the second place Region 2 medalists. It was quite a
contest and one we will soon not forget.
If you wonder why there
is such a multitude of
tourists who vacation here, well, quite simply, Traverse City is the place to
be in the summer. Our beautiful lakes, sandy beaches, wine country, and
brew tours bring people from far and wide to our little pinky corner of the
mitten. The chorus was kept busy sharing our love of barbershop harmony
with the visitors who attended the many festivals, fairs, and concerts. It also
gave us the opportunity to remind the local attendees that they have an
Internationally acknowledged chorus in their community!
In June we sang on The Cherry Capital Men’s Chorus 50th Anniversary
Show. Congratulations to our male counterparts for their incredible journey
and a very successful show. The end of August brought Cindy Hanson to
town for some awesome choreography work on our new uptune. Woo Hoo
Cindy! And we are looking forward to having John and Chris Noteware
spend an evening with us in the near future. Also in August, Jill attended the
amazing director’s seminar in New Orleans and came back with lots of new
info to share and more than a few directing tips received from the
incredible, Dr. Jim Henry. She
says it was the very best SAI
seminar she has ever
attended. Jill also participated
in the Queen’s College
weekend in Chicago with
Sashay quartet members, Deb
Densmore, Marie Koltvedt, and Sandy Scarbrough. Assistant director Heather
Kingham also attended with her new quartet, VIBE. There were 28 Queens of
Harmony in attendance and it was all very fun and inspiring.
With Labor Day behind us, we are expecting a busy and colorful fall season. In
September, we will perform at The Benzie Donor Dinner, and on October 9, it’s,
“Choc-Appella!” You will not want to miss this extravaganza. Check out our
website for more info on this fantastic event combining chocolate tastings,
sparkling bubbly, and our own four-part harmony. In early November, master
director and coach Kim Wonders from Metro Nashville Chorus will be in town for
a weekend of coaching. And something new this year, The Petoskey, Michigan
Chorale has invited us to perform on November 19 as their featured guests for
two shows. We are thrilled to mesh with the choral world in Northern Michigan
as it gives more visibility and credibility to our amazing art form. Whoo! I’m tired
from just typing all these activities!
We are looking forward to seeing all of you at the Fall Regional Music School.
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GREAT LAKES CHORUS
Sterling Heights, Michigan ~~ Linda May

SPIRIT OF DETROIT CHORUS
Livonia, Michigan ~~ Barbara Truitt Christoff

e Superheroes
are off to Las
Vegas for the
FIRST time competing in
Harmony Classic – and
for the LAST time
competing as Great Lakes
Chorus. So, we are geeked
and pumped for the
former, and a bit sad but excited for the latter.

THE END.
As a very proud member of the Spirit of Detroit Chorus, I
would like to thank everyone/anyone who has ever been
associated in any way with our chorus. We have had a
fabulous 50-year run and that's quite an accomplishment.
It is with very mixed emotions that we say goodbye to ‘Spirit'
as we have known it. Such great happiness in being
associated with so many wonderful sisters and their families.
Such great sadness in having lost so many of those same
sisters – they all contributed to the feelings we have today.
Such great excitement in starting a new venture. Such
trepidation, wondering how the blending of all these
personalities will work – such excitement at the possibilities.
So, bring out all the “emojis” – they all fit! We've shared our
joys, our disappointments, our deepest emotions with each
other – and with our sisters in Region 2. We hope that our
future and the future of barbershop music continues in all of
our genealogies and that we can bring smiles to all who hear
us and to all who do the singing.

W

There’s so much to do
for this Superhero
crew! There’s almost
no time to glance over
our shoulder at the past
59 years, and so much
to focus on for the next
decades as Motor City
Glad to have Peggy Blend with our Spirit
half. Someone sent me
Silver as a GLC
member!
a note and addressed
me as her “soon-to-be
Welcome to new GLC chorus sister.” I teared up! It sounded so
member Kelley
good. I am doubling my sister-family size!
Wallace!
Right now GLC is every bit a team. It will
be thrilling to be part of a bigger team.

Bye-bye, Spirit of Detroit Chorus; thanks for the memories.
Hello, Motor City Blend.
We ARE Sweet Adelines.
THE BEGINNING.

We were incredibly glad to sing
the national anthem at a Detroit
Tigers game at Comerica Park in
April. It was cold but sunny, and
we had a blast. Our escort through
the catacombs of the stadium said
he could tell that the crowd loved
us. We didn’t bring the Tigers any
luck, but it was wonderful anyway.
And, they asked us back for some
time next season.

The next time we write, it will be from Motor City Blend.

St. Thomas Lutheran Church was so very kind to us while we made
our home there. Hope we can still come to the ice cream socials for
those sprinkles!

Want a preview of what Motor City Blend will look and
sound like?
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HEART OF ESSEX CHORUS Maidstone, Ontario ~~ Fran Ferguson & Rose Tako
e continue to celebrate our fabulous results from
spring competition. It was our best year ever and
we wear our medals proudly and often to remind
ourselves that practice and believing in yourself can make
dreams happen.

W

Summer of 2016 is now in the past. What a beautiful and
HOT summer it was. We enjoyed singing at the annual
Belle River Sidewalk Days. Our audience could make their
way up and down Main Street and stop to appreciate
entertainers and vendors. We were right beside the Essex
County Corvette Club too — beautiful voices, beautiful
cars!
Later that month, we had our end-of-year celebration — a
Garden Party at the beautiful country home of Debbie Last,
organized by the Northern Belles hospitality group. We
played energetic games and later dined to a delicious
sumptuous banquet. Afterward, some of us started to learn
a new song courtesy of Director Lois while those less
energetic sat around a campfire and philosophized. The
night ended in harmony raised to a starry sky as beautiful
voices joined together.

We relaxed for July and rejoined in August to resume
rehearsals. Our fall calendar is filled with coaching and
performance dates. Our annual Christmas event —
“Wrapped up With Harmony” takes place on Sunday,
November 27. Our guests can shop till they drop from our
many and varied vendors, enjoy a great variety of homebaked goodies, listen to our vocal stylings, and be
entertained by a mystery guest! Visit our website for all the
information: www.heartofessex.com
Our Angel of the Month award has been replaced with
“From the Heart Award.” This month’s recipient is Karen
Potter-Dancey, a very special Heart of Essex member who
continually works to make our hobby excel.
Congratulations Karen!
Our Lindy Fazekas will receive her 25-year Region 2 pin at
Fall Regional Music School. Congrats on 25 years of
beautiful harmony Lindy. We are all so proud and happy
for you. Heart of Essex Chorus will be attending and
cheering loudly for our Las Vegas-bound competitors.
Can’t wait to see all our Region 2 family as we join together
for fun and harmony.
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Prospective LAKELAND HARMONY CHAPTER Brighton, Michigan ~~ Traci Martin

M

ay We Introduce…

Hello, Region 2! We are proud to present Prospective
Lakeland Harmony Chapter, under the direction of Traci
Martin!
Recently Prospective Lakeland Harmony began the process
of starting a new chorus of Sweet Adelines International. We
have been approved through Step 1 and have (obviously)
selected our name, which has also been approved. We are
very excited to bring barbershop harmony to ladies in the I96 corridor between Novi and Howell, where there was
previously no local chapter, but a lot of potential singers!
Our rehearsals have recently changed to Monday Nights, and
we are finalizing a location, stay tuned. We had 13 women at
our first meeting, and are very encouraged by the number of
inquiries we have received as a result of our initial publicity.
We also have a Facebook Page, like us and follow the
adventure! Please let us know if you have any friends out
our way who might appreciate being invited to attend a
rehearsal and see what we are all about.
With Traci’s skill as a director and vocal coach, we are off to
a great start and look forward to the day when we are ready
to perform in our community and be next to our Region 2
sisters on the contest stage.
We have already hosted a Quartet Connection party at
Traci’s house, attended by girls from five choruses, which
was a great time. Harmony Day Camp in Fenton was a real
highlight of the summer as well, with Traci assisting the
directors with warmups, and Pam enjoyed introducing the
acts on the evening show. Through our local Chamber of
Commerce we volunteered at the Smokin’ Jazz Fest in
Brighton and met some terrific folks who are helping us
promote our chorus. And, like many other Region 2 singers,
we “wenched” at the Renaissance Festival one day and had a
blast!
Thanks to everyone who has sent good wishes, please stop
in one Monday soon and share a song. For more information,
check out our Facebook Page (“Pros - Lakeland Harmony
Chorus”), or text or call Traci at 586-291-8444.

Border Lakes Region 2 Sweet Adelines International -- Border Lights FALL 2016 -- Page 21

LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~~ Jo Kulik
ondon Chorus is busy and having tons of fun. We began
to focus on our journey to Vegas right after regional
competition. Cathy Maxwell got us concentrating on
physical fitness by setting us each up to walk to Vegas. Every
week at rehearsal we record our steps and know that we can
each achieve that goal.

L

In June we held our annual Junes Tunes and Bargoons, this
year in St. Thomas just south of London. We welcomed the
news that Lois Kelly and Liana Sunderland cancelled their
Wednesday rehearsals and brought many of the members of
Heart of Essex and Festival Sounds along to support our
event. You ladies are class acts and we were so moved when
we invited our sisters in song to join in our closing number
“The Irish Blessing” and 50+ audience members came
forward to sing with us.

Junes, Tunes and Bargoons

Later in June we held a rehearsal at Oriole Park hosted by
Ruth Hall, a chorus member. We had a barbecue dinner
followed by rehearsal and topped it off with our novice
quartet contest. How exciting to see so many of our newbies
up there strutting their stuff.
In July we enjoyed an evening with Joe Connelly and another
with Erin Howden who pumped up our confidence and
performance plans. We also had a full day Saturday retreat
day at Harmony Woods. That was the day that the Humidex
read 104 degrees Celsius and we added to the heat with a
great choreo hour, scavenger hunt, quartet reviews of our
contest songs and meals provided by the campers. We had a
special treat after lunch by a makeshift quartet who
welcomed Marj Dudley as tenor. They called themselves
Mixed Nuts and they were awesome.
We took the first week of August off and then began the final
stretch. We look forward to seeing all of you as we perform
for Region 2 in Dearborn this month. Then we are off to Sin
City to make you proud! Viva Las Vegas!

Harmony woods in the heat

Mixed Nuts
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NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS Prescott, Michigan ~~ Brenda Benjamin-Marsh
he summer was very eventful for
Northern Blend Chorus. August is
always very busy as we enjoy
performing and just being at the Victorian
Art Fair and the Ogemaw County Fair.
Members not only entertained at the
Ogemaw County Fair but also worked very
hard, for which we are grateful.
For the first time, members of NBC
volunteered to work at the Renaissance
Festival held annually in Holly, Michigan. It
is hard work but the workers make tips and
it has proven to be a very good fundraiser
for those who have the energy. Members of
Northern Blend very much enjoyed working
beside other SA friends and again, we thank
those who worked very hard for our chorus.
Our biggest endeavor, of course, was the
Harrisville Harmony Weekend over Labor
Day.
We had a good deal of participation and
were entertained by choruses, established
quartets, and some fun impromptu quartets.
As always, Liddi and Johnny (Wearing)
were a ton of fun!
We began with the Thursday night party
at the pavilion which was hosted by
Northern Blend. Good food and good times
were had throughout the evening. The party
is always a lot of fun and is a great opener
for the weekend.
We had a golf tournament on Friday and
proceeds were donated to Young Women in
Harmony, then later in the evening several
returned to the golf course bar for
harmonizing – singing and/or enjoying.

T

There was Music on the Hill all day
Saturday among the many crafters.
Saturday night at Maria Hall we all enjoyed
harmonizing and being entertained. It was
wonderful to hear performances by two of
our SAI champions, Fascination from
Region 2 and Fusion from Region 17. Both
are headed to Vegas to compete this fall.
The Mass SAI Chorus once again
performed under the direction of Master
Director Linda Liddicoatt. Sunday morning
we shared our music with the folks at the
Presbyterian Church and the Methodist
Church for the morning services. From
there we went to the harbor for our
afternoon program. The weather was very
co-operative and once again we had a good
attendance.
We were all so surprised and SO pleased
to be blessed with the attendance of a
wonderful award-winning men's quartet.
Checkmate was the Pioneer District
Champion Quartet in 1990; members were
Bruce LaMarte, tenor; Craig Pollard, lead;
Brian Kaufman, bari; and Scott McNutt,
bass. They have all sung in champion
quartets over the years. The Craig Pollard
family helped to start the Harmony
Weekend over 50 years ago. His father, Tom
Pollard, was lead in the Air Males 1960
champs, and his son, Aaron Pollard,
presently sings lead in the Frontier present
district champs. All are and were some
amazingly talented gentlemen.
Speaking of amazing gentlemen, Johnny
Wearing, age 91, who returns each year to

Harrisville to sing barbershop harmony,
sang tenor in three champion quartets in
the Pioneer District of the Barbershop
Harmony Society. Quartets were 4-Fits
Quartet in 1965, Foreign Policy in 1976, and
Saturday Nite Feature in 1981. The most
recent title won by Johnny Wearing was in
2014 when his quartet, Bucket List, won the
Pioneer District Senior Division quartet
contest and they were representatives at
their International. He was also inducted
into the Pioneer Hall of Fame in 1995. He
was able to get a foursome together to sing
for us (it included our own Mike Pugh) and
he was so very excited to sing. All Johnny
wanted to do was sing.
It was so enjoyable to hear the sounds of
song into the night at the campgrounds.
Nothing like a campfire and singing to sooth
the soul.
We hope you enjoy the re-cap with some
of the photos gathered from the event. If
you were not there you should keep the
date open for next year and come join the
fun!
Hopefully we will see many of our sisters
in song at the Border Lakes Region 2 Fall
Regional Music School in Dearborn. It
should be a terrific weekend of learning
with the featured guests being Jim Arns and
Renee Porzel. We are all looking forward to
the send-off performances of Great Lakes
Chorus, London Chorus, and Fascination!
quartet as they travel to Vegas soon. Hope
to see you there.

More photos on page 28
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SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Diane O’Neill
o say it’s been a long hot summer is an
understatement! The cool, crisp autumn weather is
close at hand, and most welcome as we look back at
the events of Summer 2016.

T

Seaway Sounds Chorus started off the season with our
installation dinner in May, welcoming our new
management team members as they accepted their
positions. Our installation service was led this year by a
former longtime member of Seaway Sounds who now lends
her voice to London Chorus, Jo Kulik.
Also celebrated at the dinner was our 2016 Sweet Adeline
of the Year, Kelly Graham. Kelly brings many skills to
Seaway Sounds. She can always be counted on to do
whatever is required of her to help us be our best.
Congratulations Kelly!
One of our favorite fundraising activities is our Mother’s
Day weekend chorus garage sale, held at the home of Ev St.
Onge. Ev graciously accepts all of the “treasures” the
chorus brings to her lawn. Not only were there bargains to
be found, but director Michelle St. Onge-Mitchell cooked
and sold 80 hot dogs! No chorus event would be complete
without singing, and we didn’t disappoint. Although the
rain cut our day short, it was a huge success. Thanks to
everyone who participated, setting up, selling, singing and
tearing down. Our chorus works because everyone pulls
together.
Although Seaway Sounds officially takes off the month of
July, we participate in Hobby Fest, held in Canatara Park in
Sarnia, Ontario. This is an event designed to give
community members and groups an opportunity to
showcase their favorite hobbies and pastimes, and
potentially recruit new members as well. BJ Swarts has
been involved in this event with our chorus for the last few
years. As our membership chair, she works tirelessly to
promote the chorus and present the opportunity for
interested women to join us.
This year was another successful event, and she has a list
of women who would like to be contacted when we hold
our next membership drive. In the meantime, we would
like to welcome new member Katrina Smith, a valuable
addition to the bari section, and a prospective new bari
who expects to audition and join us in the next few weeks,
Hannah Clark. The baritone section is growing!

A STAR IS BORN! Our director, Michelle St. Onge-Mitchell,
makes her debut with Theatre Sarnia in the upcoming
production of the musical “Rock of Ages.” Michelle plays the
part of Justice Charlier. We are so proud of her, and can’t
wait to see her on stage. We have no doubt she will be a
favorite with the theatre audience, as she already is with
Seaway Sounds Chorus. Bust a chord Michelle! “Rock of
Ages” will be presented October 21-29 at the Imperial
Theatre in Sarnia, Ontario. Visit www.imperialtheatre.net
for information and tickets.
We look forward to the upcoming season, with Christmas
sing-outs and our second annual Christmas Cafe, coaching
with Julia Beadle, winter retreat and the work up to contest
2017. To kick it off, we are excited for the opportunity to
attend the Fall Regional Music School in Dearborn, Michigan
in September. Jim Arns and Renee Porzel together is an
event not to be missed! We hope to see many of you in
Dearborn. It promises to be an exciting and educational
weekend, and the perfect start to Region 2's fall season.

The 2016 management team members are (left to
right): visual team leader Barb Bell-Leaver; secretary
Diane Lamarche; team leader Diane Lambert;
marketing Kelly Graham; treasurer Erin Fletcher; past
team leader Margaret Anne McKichan; membership BJ
Swarts; director Michelle St. Onge-Mitchell, and
fundraising Linda McGregor

After years of rehearsals on Thursday nights, the chorus
now meets on Wednesdays. We found that many women
who might be interested in the chorus sing with their
church choirs on Thursdays. Hopefully changing our
rehearsal night will provide an opportunity for them to
visit us and discover the art of four part a cappella. We are
already seeing a positive response to this change.
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS Royal Oak, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche
pring was finally upon us (you wouldn’t know it by our
up and down weather however), and that brought yet
another memorable Region 2 competition April 15-16.
We revved up before that, however, with a rousing
performance at our Friends and Family Night. Our audience
loved our package, and it was a joy having them on the
receiving end of our entertainment.
After all was sung and done – whew, what a Region 2
contest! Many stellar accomplishments were documented:
•
Most Improved Chorus – Song of the Lakes – by 90
points
•
Second Most Improved – Heart of Essex – by 49
points
•
Most Points “Evah” for Shoreline Sound – at 645 (and
#17 overall of competing choruses in the SAI
organization)!
Great Lakes Chorus really entertained us with their Super
Heroes package at the end of competition. They are taking
that to Las Vegas and will excel with that theme!
When Shoreline took the stage lastly in chorus competition,
we were pumped and filled with appreciation for our
wonderful coaches, Jim Arns and Renee Porzel and perhaps
mostly filled with love and respect for our glorious director,
Diane Catellane. It seemed to show, and we were rewarded by
Region 2 judges with such glowing comments. The warmth
from Region 2's audience was so felt and took us to new
heights. And now, onward and singing UPward we go.
Huge thanks to Dorothy Davenport for all her work these
past years in conducting the RMT Installation Ceremony
Sunday morning after contest. Dorothy is passing the baton
on to Shoreline’s Mary Patrick who will do us all proud, as
will all the officers installed: Martha Delargey, Lisa Gilkey,
Melissa Wright, Nancy Liedel, Judy Sirut, Jeanne Lundberg,
and Anne Norman.

S

Full Circle at
Friends & Family Night
Newest members Pam Reilly,
Suanne Slamka

I don’t think I’ve ever had more fun at a
Shoreline installation of officers ceremony
than May 2016! It was perfectly scripted
with Jeannie Lundberg and Nancy Liedel as our
officers, starring as Karnak and his Masterful
Assistant. It was a perfect evening, filled with
love, music (provided by Riot Act and “The Quartet”) and lots
of laughter, which is good for the soul! Have a fantastic year
Shoreline officers; we got your backs!
Some of Shoreline’s members watched the Region 17
Quartet Competition webcast on May 20 and were joyfully
rewarded. Our warm and wonderful president Becky Cherry
and her Fusion friends took first-place medals for their
terrific performance (as well as winning two other awards.)
They will now be off to Las Vegas this fall, and we know they
will do an outstanding job!
An afternoon performance in June at Meadowbrook Hall &
Gardens went very well (in the words of our Director of
Performances, Judy Mellen.) The weather was perfect as was
our audience. Then came the 2016 Harmony Camp in Fenton
on June 25, and a great time was shared by all who attended.
Proud parents, grandparents, aunts, etc. had just as much fun
as their young participants.
Lots of hard work and teamwork made our fundraising
“wenching” at the Michigan Renaissance Festival rewarding
the last two weekends in August. Many brews and wines were
sold to thirsty, happy patrons amid storms and sunshine and
heat and humidity. Thanks to all those who worked their tails
off!
The annual Harrisville gathering was enjoyed by several
Shoreline members and marked the end of summer. And now,
we all look forward to gathering together for Fall Regional
Music School at the Double Tree in Dearborn, as well as a
much-appreciated coaching session with The Master, Jim
Arns on Sunday, October 2.

Riot Act at
Friends & Family Night

More Shoreline photos page 26
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TRI CITY CHORUS Auburn , Michigan ~~ Nancy Nieschultz
reetings from Tri City. How time flies. Where has the summer gone. A lot has happened since contest in April. We had our
installation dinner at the Holiday Inn Express in Midland and we performed for a mother-daughter banquet at the United
Methodist Church in Kingston. In May, we had a performance at Huron Woods nursing home. We performed at Pine Ridge
Cemetery then at Floral Gardens for their Memorial Day services.
In June – a performance at Sheffield Place, Bay City. We invited some ladies to a fun night hoping they would like to join us. In
July some of our members worked concessions at a couple of Loons games in Midland. We were scheduled for a performance at
the park in Pinconning but had to move to the Community Center because of rain. We had a performance at Swanhaven Manor
in Saginaw.
In August we had a performance Gladwin City Park. We performed at the Michigan Honey Festival in Frankenmuth. We sang
the national anthem at a Loons game in Midland. In September some of our chorus went to Harrisville for Harmony Weekend.
Then we had a booth at a craft show at Leaman’s Green Applebarn & Orchard in Freeland; we sang and distributed information
on Sweet Adelines. Some of our members went to Reed City and sang a couple of songs with Crossroads Harmony Chorus
during their show. We are rehearsing our music for our Christmas Show at the State Theater in Bay City on December 10. Some
of our chorus will be at the Fall Regional Music School.

G

Shoreline Sound Photos

Becky Cherry’s Renaissance Festival
booth workers.

Fusion Region 17 Big Win
Fusion and Fascination at Harrisville

Judy, Judy, Judy Shoreline Retreat
Karnak Jeanne and the Judys
at installation

Karen cookies and wine
Princess Maria at RenFest

Heart of Essex Cathy Fox and Mary Ellen
Demeris

Maria and Diane - Song of the
Lakes Most Improved
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Water Wonderland Chorus Okemos, Michigan ~ ~ Reta Corr/Sent by Mary Crispin
hew! Where did the summer go? For Water
Wonderland Chorus, it was so jam-packed we hardly
had time to notice. What can I say? “We love to sing
‘em, we love to ring ‘em - love those barbershop chords!”
Summer of 2016 gave us plenty of opportunities to share
them throughout the Lansing area.
We started June by serving as greeters at a home during the
Greater Lansing Home Builders Association “Parade of
Homes.” Each year they pick nonprofit organizations to
welcome visitors and sell tickets at the houses that are open
to the public for viewing. The profits from the ticket sales are
shared among all the host organizations – a great fundraiser,
and a great time with our sisters in song.
Mid-June found us participating in the Lake Lansing
Concert in the Park Series. June 17 was “Barbershop Night.”
We shared the stage with the Capitol City Chordsmen and
treated the concert goers to over two hours of barbershop
harmony on a wonderfully balmy night in the open air band
shell. (Photo 1)
After a short break for Independence Day, we were right
back at it with an A Cappella Open House. This two-night
event helped us introduce barbershop harmony to
prospective members. We had a great turnout and lots of fun
teaching tags and songs to our guests. (Photo 2)
In July, on one of the hottest nights of the summer, we had
the pleasure of singing at the “ole ball game” for the Lansing
Lugnuts, the local minor league baseball team. We were
invited to sing during the seventh inning stretch and
received a standing ovation for our rendition of “God Bless
America.” (Photo 3)
Later in July, we sang at the Okemos Community Church for

W

their summer concert and outreach series. We have often
rehearsed in their facility when our school location is closed.
What a great opportunity to show them how much we
appreciate their support of our hobby.
Queens College in Chicago was attended by two quartets
from our chorus who brought back many ideas and stories to
share with the chorus.
August is Fair Time in Michigan, and we were able to
perform at the Ingham County Fair again this year. What a
great audience as we sang to a packed house! (Photo 4)
To close out the summer, many of our members camped in
the Harrisville, Michigan State Park during the 55th Annual
Harrisville Barbershop Harmony Weekend, joining with
many of you in bringing barbershop harmony to the
campground and venues all around town! Many thanks to
Northern Blend Chorus for hosting! Great job! (Photo 5)
At the end of September more than half of our members
will be heading to the Fall Regional Music School to learn the
tricks of the trade and some CPR (Choose Personal
Responsibility) from Jim Arns and Renee Porzel. We look
forward to saying “Howdy” to those of you who will be there.
With more than 10 performances from June to August, we
still found time to work on the music for our fall show - “A
Cappella Roundup” – scheduled for October 8 at Okemos
Community Church. It’s a dinner show with a western flair,
as we put together our repertoire and look at the history of
the American Rodeo. See our website
www.waterwonderlandchorus.org for more information.
Tickets are still available but must be purchased in advance.
We hope to see you there!

Open House Guests
Barbershop at the Bandshell

7th Inning Stretch at the Old Ball Game

Standing Room Only at the Ingham County Fair

Harrisville Harmony Weekend
Opening Singfest
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2017 International Choruses Order of Appearance Las Vegas, Nevada
1. Vienna Falls Chorus, Region 14
2. Wellington City Chorus Region 35
3. Grand Rapids Chorus Region 17
4. Canadian Showtime Chorus Region 16
5. Scioto Valley Chorus, Region 4
6. Spirit of Syracuse Chorus Region 15
7. Fox Valley Chorus, Region 6
8. Toast of Tampa Show Chorus, Region 9
9. Forth Valley Chorus, Region 31
10. San Diego Chorus, Region 21

11. Shoreline Sound Chorus, Region 2
12. Sounds of Pittsburgh Chorus, Region 17
13. Perth Harmony Chorus, Region 34
14. Sacramento Valley Chorus, Region 12
15. Santa Monica Chorus, Region 11
16. a cappella joy Chorus, Region 13
17. Kansas City Chorus, Region 5

18. Melodeers Chorus Region 3
19. Waikato Rivertones Chorus, Region 35
20. Springfield Metro Chorus, Region 25
21. Rhythm of the Rockies Chorus, Region 26
22. Lions Gate Chorus, Region 26
23. North Metro Chorus, Region 16
24. High Country Chorus, Region 8
25. TuneTown Show Chorus, Region 4
26. Alaska Sound Celebration Chorus, Region 13
27. Talk of Tulsa Show Chorus, Region 25
28. Harmony on the Sound Chorus, Region 1
29. Harbor City Music Company Chorus, Region 19
30. Stockholm City Voices Chorus, Region 32
31. Houston Horizon Chorus, Region 10
32. Choral Aires Chorus, Region 3
33. Bay Area Showcase Chorus, Region 12
34. Greater Nassau Chorus, Region 15

2017 Harmony Classic A Chorus Competition Order of Appearance Las Vegas, Nevada Division A
1. Wichita Chorus, Region 25

2. Grand Traverse Show Chorus, Region 2
3. St. Louis Harmony Chorus, Region 5
4. Malmö Limelight Chorus, Region 32
5. Evergreen Chorus, Region 15

NORTHERN BLEND PHOTOS
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A CAPPELLA BELLA prospective • BLUEWATER • CARILLON BELLES • CROSSROADS HARMONY •
FENTON LAKES • FESTIVAL SOUNDS • GRAND HARMONY • GRAND TRAVERSE • GREAT LAKES •
HARMONY GATEWAY • HEART of ESSEX • HEART of MICHIGAN • LAKELAND HARMONY prospective •
LOCK CITIES • LONDON • NORTHERN BLEND • RIVERLIGHTS HARMONY • SEAWAY SOUNDS •
SHORELINE SOUND • SONG of the LAKES • SPIRIT of DETROIT • TRI CITY • WATER WONDERLAND

BORDER LAKES REGION 2
&
SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR
2016

2017

9/30-10/1

FALL REGIONAL MUSIC SCHOOL - ARNS/PORZEL,
DOUBLE TREE, DEARBORN MI

10/17-22

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – LAS VEGAS NV

11/13

SPIRIT OF DETROIT ANNUAL SHOW

12/10

TRI CITY CHORUS CHRISTMAS SHOW

4/20-22
4/23
10/9-14
2018
4/26-28
4/29
10/15-20
2019
4/11-13
4/14
9/16-21
2020
10/12-17

REGIONAL CONVENTION – THE HENRY/MARRIOTT
– DEARBORN MI
RMT INSTALLATION – THE HENRY -- DEARBORN
MI
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – LAS VEGAS NV

REGIONAL CONVENTION – EDWARD VILLAGE
DEARBORN MI
RMT INSTALLATION EDWARD VILLAGE
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – ST. LOUIS MO

REGIONAL CONVENTION – THE HENRY/MARRIOTT
DEARBORN MI
RMT INSTALLATION THE HENRY/DEARBORN
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION – NEW ORLEANS
LA
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION LOUISVILLE KY

2016-2017 REGIONAL COORDINATOR SUPPORT ASSIGNMENTS
(COMMUNICATIONS MARTHA DELARGEY): HISTORIAN KRISTA MENSER; NOMINATING CHAIR JOANN KRAMER; NEWSLETTER LINDA MAY
! (DIRECTORS JEANNE LUNDBERG) PRG COORDINATOR LINDA LIDDICOATT, MASTER; DIRECTOR SPECIALIST CHRIS NOTEWARE,
CERTIFIED; PAST DIRECTOR COORDINATOR LOIS KELLY ! (TEAM MARY PATRICK): 25-YEAR PINS DIANA GREGG ! (EVENTS ANNE
NORMAN): REGISTRAR EDUCATION EVENTS HENNY FORD; ASSISTANT REGISTRAR LOIS KELLY ! CHAIR REGIONAL CONVENTION MARY
PATRICK ! (EDUCATION NANCY LIEDEL): DIRECTOR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM PEGGI STARKEY; YWIH NAN WARDIN; ARRANGERS
DR. DIANE CLARK; COACHING GRANTS DIANA GREGG ! (MARKETING LISA GILKEY) PR LIAISON LINDA MAY

