Border Lakes Region 2 newsletter Fall 2015

Here’s to the
winners!

Border Lakes Region 2's 2015 First Place Quartet
FASCINATION
T Barbara Hiner, L Nan Wardin,
Br Kathryn Summers, B Polly Snider

Border Lakes Region 2's 2015 First Place Chorus
GREAT LAKES CHORUS
Sylvia Karpinsky, Master Director

MISSION STATEMENT
Border Lakes Region 2 is an organization of American and Canadian women singers which advances musical excellence
in barbershop harmony through education and performances.

Regional Website
www.saireg2.org/
2015-16 REGIONAL MANAGEMENT TEAM
Team Coordinator Dorothy Davenport
Communications Coordinator Martha Delargey
Directors Coordinator Jeanne Lundberg
Education Coordinator Nancy Liedel
Events Coordinator Anne Norman
Finance Coordinator Judy Sirut
Marketing Coordinator Lisa Gilkey
Membership Coordinator Mary Patrick

BORDER LAKES REGION 2
2014 – 2015 REGIONAL MANAGEMENT TEAM
Education
Team
Nancy Liedel
Coordinator
Dorothy Davenport 808 Shiawassee
Ave. Corunna
14243 Shadywood Dr
MI 48817
Plymouth MI 48170
(H) 810-610-1501
(H) 734-455-0333
magicbari2000
dotdav
@yahoo.com
@comcast.net

Marketing
Lisa Gilkey
11440 Anna Lisa Dr
Sterling Hts MI
48312
(H) 586-977-5790
(C) 586-436-6023
lisag.82561
@gmail.com

Events
Communications
Finance
Anne Norman
Martha Delargey
Judy Sirut
39959 Renville Ct. 36-135 Belmont Dr.
4353 Charing Way
London, Ont.
Sterling Hts MI 48313
N6J 4J3 Can.
Bloomfield Hills MI
(H) 586-275-5977
48304
(H) 519-685-4195
(C) 586-904-4213
(C) 519-495-3317
(H) 248-642-1681
delargey.mrw
(C) 248-318-2591
annenorman544
@sbcglobal.net
@gmail.com
judysirut
@dteenergy.com
Directors
Jeanne Lundberg
Membership
44140 Cypress Pt Dr
Mary Patrick
Northville MI 48168
551 Brown St
(C) 734-377-8321
Marine City MI 48039
jeannelundberg
(H) 810-765-5654
@msn.com
(C) 810-434-4295
mapatrick1
@sbcglobal.net

Border Lakes Region 2 newsletter "Border Lights" is posted on the
regional website and distributed via email winter, spring and fall. There
are no printed copies.
Upcoming deadlines January 13 & March 24 & TBD, 2016.
Send copy and photos to
Linda May
lindamay@ameritech.net
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line of your email. No more than 600 words. Sign your articles. Send
ONLY ONE final and complete draft. (Late corrections not accepted.)
Send photos by email as a common photo file or send a photo to scan.
Attach photo information. Mailed photos will be returned if accompanied
by a stamped self-addressed envelope.
CAMERA-READY ADS
full page 10" x 7" $110; ½ page 5" x 7" $55; 1/4 page 3.5" x 5" $35;
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Sweet Adelines International
9110 S. Toledo
Tulsa OK 74137
1-800-992-7464 or 918-622-1444
918-665-0894 (fax)
sweetadelineintl.org
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BORDER LAKES REGION 2 – EARLIER YEARS
# Dorothy A. Davenport, Team Coordinator, Regional Management Team

his year, Sweet Adelines
International is celebrating its
70th year. Sweet Adelines has
come a long way and so has Region 2.
In 1992, a group of Region 2 members
put together a 26-page “history”of
Region 2 and it was used to compile
the following facts. Many thanks to
those members including: Lillian
Hickey, Connie Noffert, Dixie Dahlke,
Joan Kienitz, Greta Somers, Helen
Seevers, Fidell Stewardson, Linda
Thompson Clements, Chris Dampier,
Nadine Hauser, Roberta Hodson, Carol
Lyons, Marsha O’Neill and Janette
Funk.
In 1945 in Tulsa, Oklahoma, “SWEET
ADELINES” was born. Soon there was a
national organization comprised of
chapters (no regions yet!), governed by
a national board of directors elected by
the original 18 chapters. Geographic
areas were administered from Tulsa
through “regional reporters.” The first
one in our area was Marian Johatgen,
assisting our five choruses.
On June 4, 1954, a group of Sweet
Adelines representing eight chapters
met in Detroit and formed Northern
Region 2 -- Tulsa was, of course, Region
1. Sweet Adelines became International
when Brandon, Manitoba, joined the
organization just a few weeks before

T

London, Ontario. Brandon has since
disbanded, making London the oldest
chapter in Canada.
At the end of 1954, Northern Region
2 had 379 members in eleven chapters.
In 1956, Detroit 1 Chapter hostessed
our first regional chorus contest with
seven competing choruses.
In 1960, our fifth regional
competition was held with 15 choruses
competing. In March, Region 2 had a
membership of 1,307 in 41 chapters,
heading the list of all regions for both
total membership and number of
chapters. At the regional contest in May
of 1962, there were 18 quartets and 22
choruses competing.
In 1963, there were 17 quartets and
24 choruses competing at Region 2’s
convention. We now had 50 chapters
and 1,687 members.
In 1965, there were 49 chapters and
1,830 members in Region 2, but we
were to lose some of them as
International deemed some regions too
large. Divisions were made and new
regions formed. Most of the Canadian
chapters went to Region 16, some to
Region 3, some to Region 15, and the
rest stayed in Region 2.
In 1971, International announced an
INTERNATIONAL CHORUS
COMPETITION was to be held in
Washington, D.C. in 1973. Previously,
only quartets participated in
International Contests.
In 1972, our 17th annual regional
competition was held with 24 choruses
and 13 quartets competing. S.O.C. took
home the chorus trophy, and thus had
the opportunity to represent Region 2
in the first International chorus
competition with Marge Dugan as their
directors.

In 1975, again, the “divide,” as
International, in their wisdom, defined
new geographic locations. Region 2 got
some members back and lost some
others, and were back to 23 chapters
and 952 members. We are now known
as BORDER LAKES REGION 2.
Our list of chapters in 1975 included:
Cadillac, Downriver, Farmington Hills,
Flint, Harmony Valley, Kent County,
Kitchener-Waterloo, London, Macomb
County, Manistee-Mason, Mapletone,
Mid-Mitten, Millington Mills, Northern
Lights, Queen’s Bush, S.O.C.
Surburbanette, St. Thomas, Thumb
Area, T.W.S., We-Way-Co and Windsor.
Prospective chapters were Alpena,
Waterford, Marlette and Aylmer.
Alpena soon received their charter and
became the Anamakee Chapter.
As of January 1980, Sweet Adelines,
Inc. had 29,977 members in 721
chapters.
In 1988, the awarding of first, second
and third place small chorus awards at
regional contest began.
***
Followup Note: As of August 25, 2015,
Region 2 has 22 chapters with 730
members. In addition, there are 22
Chapter-at-Large members living in
Region 2’s geographic area. There is
one prospective chapter, A Cappella
Bella, in Norton Shores, Michigan
Sweet Adelines International currently
has a membership of 21,789.
In 2011, the International board
approved another rearrangement of
regional boundaries. The only change
for Region 2 was to gain one chapter,
however, that chapter dissolved.

WANTED NEW MEMBERS

he Regional Management Team (RMT) is looking for new people interested in becoming a part of this team. It is
possible for a person to be a part of the Regional Leadership Development program: a potential candidate could
participate in a training process for a minimum of one year. This candidate could also shadow a specific position.
Anyone interested or wanting more information can contact Martha Delargey, Communications Coordinator.
delargey.mrw@sbcglobal.net Home: 586-275-5977 or Cell: 586-904-4213

T
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Membership Coordinator & Chair of the Regional Convention (CRC)
# Mary Patrick
Membership coordinator report:

P

lease continue to check out the International
membership links for ideas to increase and retain your
members.

From the International website:
The Sweet! Adds Membership Incentive campaign has been
extended indefinitely! Since its launch in January 2013,
members have been eligible to earn dues incentives and
additional bonuses for enrolling new members.
To further strengthen the One Voice, One Message Global
Membership Drive and the Global Open House events, this
membership program is designed to reward members for
their efforts. Simply put – if you are directly responsible for
bringing in new members, you will be compensated as
follows:
• Add five members in one year – get free dues for a year
($90 value); Add 10 members in one year – get free dues for
two years ($180 value); Add 15 members in one year – get
free dues for two years and be recognized in The Pitch Pipe
($180+ value); Add 20 members in one year – get a free
three-year membership and be recognized in The Pitch Pipe
($243+ value). Add 25 members in one year – get a
complimentary brick on International HQ’s brick patio, a
three-year membership, be recognized in The Pitch Pipe and
be acknowledged at International Convention ($343+ value).

Chair of the Regional Convention (CRC) update:

I

t takes many people and a great number of hours to have
a successful contest. Even though it is months away, we
have been working on the details.

I thought you may be interested in the organization of the
convention. The hostess chapter, Great Lakes for 2016, takes
care of making sure everyone is in the right place at the right
time. They will be overseeing the registration area in the
hotel, so you know where everything is located. They will
have ushers in the theater to guide you to your seats; they
will have both quartet and chorus hostesses who will lead the
quartet or chorus through the pattern. The boutique Great
Lakes will have will give us a great opportunity to SHOP! And
there are a number of jobs in the background they are
overseeing.
As CRC I am responsible for setting up a committee of people
who will take care of forms, housing, awards, publicity,
finance, etc. We are always looking for people who are willing
to shadow one of these positions, so if you are interested,
please let me know and we will find a place for you.

Member recruitment tools are readily available for your use
in the Marketing Center, or check out a summarized list of
useful resources on the Global Open House web page.
There is a newly revised New and/or Transfer Member”
form that includes a “Referred By” field so that all members
who bring in new members will be noted and recognized for
their efforts.
Every single member (even CAL or MAL) has the unique
opportunity to perpetuate this wonderful art form by
welcoming new members into the organization. By joining
together, we have the power to reach the masses and help
women across the globe discover the awesomeness of Sweet
Adelines International!
Let’s do it again with One Voice, One Message!
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360 YEARS OF SWEET ADELINES
MEMBERSHIP CELEBRATED
# Diana Gregg ~ Star Pin Coordinator

leven members of Border Lakes Region 2
will receive their coveted 25-year Star Pin
at Fall Regional Music School Weekend,
September 12 in Dearborn and become official
members of the Silver Ribbon Gang. The
presentation will again be made at the Saturday
night program with their choruses cheering them
on for all their years of service to Sweet Adelines.
Receiving Star Award Pins for 25 years of
consecutive membership are: Pricilla Apostol,
Spirit of Detroit; Jeanette Berzanson, Shoreline
Sound; Sandy Burns-Heberlin, Shoreline Sound;
Jane Ann Faust, Tri City; Carolyn Marritt,
Bluewater; Lorraine Murray, Grand Harmony;
Mary Lou Pickering, Spirit of Detroit; Rosemary
Purdy, Heart of Essex; Joan Satchelle, Bluewater;
and Bernice Widrig, CAL.
All of our honorees have been presidents, board
and team members, music staff, active movers
and shakers of their choruses and have learned a
multitude of music and choreography since
September 1990. Congratulations to each for her
dedication.
The Star Award was initiated in 1992 and about
350 pins have been presented to deserving
members. It was the original brainchild of Nila
Krantz, Tri City, and is recognized as a badge of
honor throughout the international organization.
The Region 2 management team expanded the
criteria for qualifying for the pin by allowing 25
years of non-consecutive singing membership to
count. Members must have 25 years accumulated
membership by the day of the presentation and
have at least five consecutive years actively back
in Region 2. Proof of membership is on the part
of the member, supported by a letter from the
current president or team leader to Diana Gregg.
In 1984, International adopted a staggered
anniversary date program that began to show up
in 2009. The RMT Award criteria calls for
completion of 25 years by the date of the
presentation at fall regional weekend. Members
reaching membership after September 12, 2015
will receive their pins in the fall of 2016.
Receiving recognition for 50 years in Sweet
Adelines is Linda Melcher, Song of the Lakes. She
will be presented with a plaque and pin from
International, walking proudly across the stage
in Las Vegas. Also honored will be Helen Davis,
Grand Harmony, for her almost 60 years of
membership.
We celebrate all their years of experience,
service to our sisterhood, and their love of the
music.

E

ARRANGERS’ CORNER
# Diane M. Clark

reetings from your new
Region 2 Arrangers’
Coordinator! My first act is
to say a great big THANK YOU! to
our outgoing Arrangers’
Coordinator, Susan Heimburger,
for her many years of splendid service to the Border Lakes Region.
Happily, Susan is still available to help folks who are interested in
learning to arrange.
I am hoping to use this column periodically to pique the interest of
singers who might like to learn more about barbershop arranging. As
you know, Region 2 is offering an Arrangers’ Class at the upcoming fall
meeting, as we did last year, and I hope that singers interested in
learning more about arranging will sign up. The deadline for registration
(telling me you’ll be there) is Sept. 14. The class will run on Friday, Sept.
18, from 10 to 4. My email address is granddiva@charter.net
Not everyone can attend the class, however, and there are singers who
don’t want to arrange, but who do want to learn more about how
barbershop music is put together. So they can read this column and
learn some basics about our fabulous music.
Just about every barbershopper knows that the cornerstone of our
musical style is that characteristic known as “lock and ring.” But some
might be hard-pressed to explain just exactly what that is. It’s really very
simple in concept, but takes some skill to achieve acoustically.
In the physics of sound there is a natural overtone series that occurs
with every pitch that is played or sung. When a pitch is produced, the
lowest sound heard is what we call the fundamental, and we name the
pitch according to that fundamental. But above that fundamental, other
pitches sound, and they sound in a prescribed order. Assuming that the
fundamental pitch is C2 (two octaves below middle C), then the first 9
overtones (also called harmonics) that sound above this C2 are as
follows: C2 ---- C3, G3, C4, E4, G4, Bb4, C5, D5, E5
On the web, you can search for “overtone series” and see an entire
chart of the overtones. But these ten tones are the strongest sounding
frequencies.
The three chords that we call “the meat and potatoes of barbershop”
are the MAJOR TRIAD, the dominant seventh (which we call the
BARBERSHOP 7TH) and the dominant ninth (which we call the
BARBERSHOP 9TH). Looking at the above overtone sequence, we can
see that the fundamental and seven of these overtones are the sounding
pitches of a major triad (C-E-G). It is no wonder that the major triad is
our favorite chord! When we sing this chord, we are singing into the
natural overtone series, and if we match our vowels and balance the
chord properly, we can more easily get that exciting “lock and ring.”
The barbershop 7th chord utilizes all but one of these pitches
(C-E-G-Bb), and the barbershop 9th utilizes them all (C-E-G-Bb-D).
Hence, these are our second and third favorite chords. A strong
barbershop arrangement will have an abundance of these three strong
chords, and they will occur at strong places in the music (downbeats,
cadences, key changes, climaxes). An arrangement that does not
maximize the use of these three chords will not score well in contests.
Remember, “She who rings the most chords wins!”

G
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2015 Fall Regional Weekend with Vickie Maybury
Sept. 18-19, 2015
Registration deadline: Sept. 9, 2015
Contact Henny Ford ~ hennyford@sympatico.ca

Royal Dearborn Hotel
(formerly the Adoba Hotel)

600 Town Center Dr., Dearborn MI 48126
#####
If you stay overnight (Friday though Sunday) you need to make your own reservations
at the hotel: 313-592-3622
Sendoff for our International competitors:
SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS
SPIRIT OF DETROIT CHORUS
FASCINATION QUARTET

We will have a donation/raffle.
Friday, Sept. 18

Saturday. Sept. 19

10 a.m.–4 p.m. Arrangers Training – Dr.
Diane Clark. This is a class for arrangers
and for singers who don't want to
arrange, but who do want to learn more
about how barbershop music is put
together. The deadline for registration
(telling Diane that you will attend) is
Monday, Sept. 14, 2015. Her email
address is granddiva@charter.net

8:45–9 a.m. Announcements and Welcome

7–9 p.m. Forums – RMT
Directors with Vickie Maybury – Song
Selection: Using your selection of music
to maximize your strengths and skills in
vocal/visual performances.

1:45–2:45 p.m. Riser Placement – Shoreline Sound demo chorus

7–9 p.m. Regional Music Review – Linda
Liddicoatt

9–10 a.m. Art of Expressive Singing – Vickie Maybury
10:15–11:15 a.m. Musicality: Finding the power within
11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. Vocal Production: Waking up the voice
12:30–1:30 p.m. Lunch

3–4 p.m. Finding Future Leaders
4:15–5:45 p.m. PVIs: How to give them and how to get them (audience
participation!)
6-7:30 p.m. Dinner

9–10 p.m. Psychology of Performance –
Vickie Maybury

8 p.m. - ??? Showtime!
Sending off our International representatives to contest.
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2015 REGION 2 CHORUS FINALISTS

Second Place Finalist
LONDON CHORUS
Julie Beadle, Master Director

Third Place Finalist
GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS
Jill Watson, Certified Director

Fourth Place Finalist
NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS
Susan Heimburger, Certified Director

Fifth Place Finalist
FENTON LAKES CHORUS
Jeanne Lundberg, Certified Director
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2015 REGION 2 DIVISION AA MID-SIZE
CHORUS WINNER & FINALISTS

First Place Division AA Mid-Size
GREAT LAKES CHORUS
Sylvia Karpinsky, Master Director

Second Place Division AA Mid-Size
LONDON CHORUS
Julia Beadle, Master Director

Third Place Division AA Mid-Size
GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS
Jill Watson, Certified Director
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2015 REGION 2 DIVISION A
SMALL CHORUS WINNER & FINALISTS

First Place Division A Small Chorus
NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS
Susan Heimburger, Certified Director

Second Place Division A Small Chorus
FENTON LAKES CHORUS
Jeanne Lundberg, Certified Director

Third Place Division A Small Chorus
HEART of ESSEX CHORUS
Lois Kelly, Certified Director
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2015 REGION 2 QUARTET FINALISTS

Second Place
MICHIGAN AVENUE
T Gail Kruger
L Sarah Eggerstedt
Br Karen Marsh
B Jacquie Kobe

Fourth Place
REZONATION
T Christine Heipel
L Lisa Thompson
Br Diane Ritz
B Mary Adams

Third Place
WAIT 4 IT!
T Rachel Lundberg
L Jeanne Lundberg
Br Kylie Meinka
B Kim Kennedy

Fifth Place
A TOUCH OF CLASS
T Heather Samuell
L Diana Ceccato
Br Judy Ketchen
B Doreen Bierman
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~ Advertisement ~

Costumes For Sale

Lime green and hot pink Spandex costume, 14 front row costumes with rhinestones front and back of top.
Excellent assortment of sizes. 89 costumes with some extra tops.
Asking $2,000. Contact costumes@acappellashowcase.org

Custom-made red georgette costumes. Car wash type pants and tops with doubled bodice and 3/4 length sleeves.
Original costume on left with rhinestones around the double neckline was updated recently (photo on right)
to add gold sequins to top and to side of pants for the front row. Note director’s gold lame top not included.
The rhinestones are still attached underneath the sequins. 87 full costumes in a large assortment of sizes.
Not all tops have the gold sequins Extra tops, gold sequins and small bolt of material included.
Asking $3,500 contact costumes@acappellashowcase.org

Border Lakes Region 2 Sweet Adelines International -- Border Lights FALL 2015 -- Page 11

FESTIVAL SOUNDS CHORUS Stratford, Ontario ~~ Brenda Atchison and Julie Phillips

he Stage! The Lights! On June 6 we gave ‘em the old
“RAZZLE DAZZLE!” and what a show it was! It took
the chorus quite some time to come down from the
high we were on following the resounding success of our
fabulous sold-out show! We wanted to go right out and do it
all over again! A very huge thank-you goes to our director
Liana Jennings and our show director Jackie Kirkman
and her show committee. Jackie had a vision for this show
and she “cracked her whip” to make sure that we gave her
what she wanted! Yes there were times when we grumbled
but in the end we all had a great sense of appreciation and
were very grateful for Jackie’s drive to succeed! Thank you,
Jackie and Liana, as well as the other musicians, dancers,
and actors who took part in our show! We had a blast!
Our annual general meeting and the installation of the
new board was held on June 24. When all the business was
said and done and agreed upon, and the new committees
appointed, Anne Matheson, last year’s Sweet Adeline of the
Year Recipient, hosted the installation ceremony. We were
all so pleased to hear that the very competent Annamarie
Murray will continue on as our president, with Melissa
Wright as vice president. Leslie Lennon will remain on as
our treasurer, and Anne Matheson will act as secretary.
A highly anticipated event is our annual June birthday
party which was held again in the beautiful country setting
on Annamarie’s backyard deck! It
was exciting to see a great
turnout of past and present
members in attendance. The
raffle table was piled high, the
food was wonderful and the
entertainment most enjoyable! It
was great fun matching up baby
photos to chorus members! Our
emcee Sue Sutherland introduced
Jackie Kirkman Sweet
performances by our own HOPE
Adeline of the year
quartet, as well as another newly
formed chorus quartet. I think
however, we would all agree that
Geisha stole the show! This
canine member of Annamarie’s
family, showed perfect pitch and
no stage fright as she sang her
heart out along to the
accompaniment of Annamarie’s
very talented pianist husband
David, playing “Nocturne in Eflat.”
Anne Matheson presented
Della Hamilton
milestone
pins to Della Hamilton
Spirit Award
for 15 years of membership, and
Melissa Wright and Diana VanWyk who received their fiveyear pins. Annual awards were also presented this night.
Anne Matheson passed on her Sweet Adeline of the Year
Award to a very deserving Jackie Kirkman, and Brenda
Atchison passed on her Spirit Award to our amazing Della

T

Hamilton who showed true spirit in beating all odds after
her tragic accident. Congratulations to all of you!
Recognition must also go to Sandy Dotzert who so capably
organizes all our fundraiser raffle tables which are a great
source of income for our chorus! Thank you, Sandy!
So proud to be Canadian, we dressed in our red and white
to perform at the St. Mary’s Canada Day Festivities on July 1.

Oh Canada!

Then, on July 18, our Christmas in July Party was held at
the home of Jackie Kirkman who as always was the perfect
hostess. We nibbled on tasty finger foods and of course
ended the evening raising our voices in Harmony.
In preparation for the start of regular Wednesday night
chorus practices in September, we held our Ramp-Up party
on August 24. Thank you to Jo-Ann Tobin for hosting this
year. Jo-Ann’s husband Neil cooked up some great tasting
barbecue sausages and pulled pork, along with coleslaw and
sweet potato fries! Thank you to Neil and Jo-Ann for a
wonderful evening. Now it’s back to regular practice to feed
our singing addiction! We are looking forward to our Learn
to Sing program again, which hopefully it will add a few
new members to our chorus.

New board Jackie, Jo-Ann, Anne, Annamarie, Melissa,
Leslie, Celina, Sue
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GRAND HARMONY CHORUS Kitchener, Ontario ~~ Susan Casey

e started off our spring right by welcoming new
baritone Sheri Frey. She’s a fabulous addition to our
GHC team! Mid-May also ushered in our annual New
Dundee garage sale fundraiser. Bargain hunters were out
early, the sun was shining, and a lots of wheelings and
dealings were made. We sang a few songs and had tons of
fun meeting and greeting our customers that day. It was a
great and exciting event.
GHC enjoyed had their summer hiatus party in St. Agatha in
June! Thank you to our hostess, Lindsay R., for her and her
family's hospitality, pool, backyard and … HOT TUB! Yes, this
particular backyard accessory was very well used that night!
We filled it full to overflowing with bodies and song but
when we exited, we kinda left it devoid of water! I think poor
Lindsay’s husband is still in shock! Good thing our members
brought and left lots of delectable goodies. Our last
performance before the hiatus was a surprise retirement
party in Mississauga. The recipient and her peers were
shocked amazed than and delighted as we sang fun and
heartfelt favourites.
July continued as a month for summer fun. In New
Hamburg, we were the special guests of WALDO (Wilmot
Area Life Donation Awareness) for their weekly monthly
summer series, Music in the ‘Burg. They promote organ
donations and transplants. Both groups benefitted from

W

extra media exposure when our local TV station, CTV
Kitchener, arrived and interviewed the WALDO speaker and
our director. What a coup! A group from the chorus also got
to enjoyed the Summer Music School (a.k.a. Colour Chorus)
Weekend in London. Lots of fun, new and renewed
friendships and fun, fun, fun awesome learning, singing and
choreo dominated the weekend! Thank you to the directors,
and to all who organized this exciting event.
The chorus is now abuzz with excitement as we look
forward to our Barbershop Bootcamp on September 8 in
Waterloo; our 20th anniversary and fall show: F.A.M.E:
(Fairytale Land Accidental Music Egg-stravaganza) on
October 24 in St. Jacobs; and our annual Christmas Show on
November 29 in Elmira. Do not delay — get your tickets
today! Check out our website for details!
www.grandharmonychorus.com
A small contingent of our chorus will be centre-front
rooting for our Region 2 sisters at the International SAI
contest in Las Vegas in early October, and we wish you the
performance of your lives – you definitely will rock the
stage! See you in Vegas, baby!
We hope everyone has had a safe and happy summer!

New Dundee
Garage Sale

Music in
the ‘Burg

Summer
Music
School

Border Lakes Region 2 Sweet Adelines International -- Border Lights SPRING 2015 -- Page 13

GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS Traverse City, Michigan ~~ Evelyn Harper
n the cold
month of
March, the
Grand Traverse
Show Chorus
lost one of its
most vibrant
members when
cruel cancer
silenced the
Karen Hall
beautiful bass
1956-2015
voice of Karen
Anderson Hall. She is sorely missed.
Competition this year brought us
two medals. One was for placing third
in the mid-size chorus division, and
one was for placing third in the
over-all competition. Jill, our director,
proclaimed that we won the bronze!
Whatever you call it, it sure was fun!
We were over the moon with
excitement for our accomplishment as
we had not placed in the top five in
the last 15 years.
One of our goals for this year was to
become more visible in the Traverse
City area. The list of our activities
toward that goal is long. In February,
we participated in the lunch time
series, “Picnic at the Opera House”

I

that was connected to the local TV
station, and on Valentine’s Day,
several quartets serenaded the
community. In March, we participated
in the Pure A Cappella Festival with
seven other groups in our
community, and also had a coaching
weekend with queen Sylvia
Karpinsky.
In May, a large portion of the chorus
worked at registering over 5,000
runners for the Bayshore Marathon,
and our Music Team held an
awesome retreat at the beautiful
home of Heather Kingham.
July found us performing before a
showing at the Traverse City Film
Festival. A one-hour performance
right on the bay!
Since the proceeds from our annual
fall show has historically supported
the chorus, the decision not to have it
this year was a tough one to make.
Would three untried ventures do the
job instead?
The first was a “High Tea” during
May that surpassed all expectations;
it was a sold-out event. The second
venture, “Bubbles and Barbershop,”
was an August affair that was

supposed to be held in a tent in the
vineyards of member Sharon Laing’s
winery. However, Mother Nature
didn’t cooperate, so the festivities
were held inside the tasting room. The
wine, the catered food, and the music
were enjoyed in the crowded but
warm indoors of L. Mawby Winery
and was a huge success!
Our last event of the year will be a
Christmas show partnered with the
local Cherry Capital Men’s Chorus.
To our delight and amazement, we
have found that our chorus has a
repertoire of enough polished songs
to fill an entire hour’s concert. How
does director Jill keep our noses to
the grindstone every single Tuesday
to accomplish this feat? You’ll have to
come to a rehearsal to find out!
So far this year, we’ve been coached
by Sylvia Karpinsky and Molly
Huffman, with a chorus retreat day
coming up September 12 that will
include a vocal production and sound
session with Diane Clark. Also
scheduled is a coaching session with
Kerrie Denino for late October.
And then there are the holiday gigs
to come.

High tea

Ladies celebrate high tea

Traverse City film festival
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GREAT LAKES CHORUS Sterling Heights, Michigan ~~ Linda May
ack from our summer vacation, we plunged
into our Christmas songs, songs for our
outgoing package next spring, and songs for
our competition package for Vegas 2016. As
expected, all three involve costuming, costuming
and more costuming. We had coaching sessions
with Kim Vaughn and Renee Porzel.
As most of you know, we opted to compete in the
Harmony Classic AA mid-size chorus competition
on Tuesday night of the international competition
week. Happily, our friends in London Chorus will
now go and compete in the 2016 International in
Las Vegas also. It will be wonderful to be there with
them! The 2016 Harmony Classic AA Chorus
Competition Order of Appearance Las Vegas,
Nevada (and rank according to the SING list) is:
We sang for the ice cream social of the St. Thomas Lutheran Church that is
Sounds of Pittsburgh Chorus, Region 17 (77.25);
so very good to us, providing our rehearsal venue.
Pacific Sounds Chorus, Region 13 (82.00); Great
Lakes Chorus, Region 2 (80.25); Pearls of the Sound Chorus, Region 32 (82.00); Springfield Metro Chorus, Region 25 (80.88.)
The winner of that contest is mic tester for the top ten contest on Saturday night of the competition week. We are visualizing
ourselves there. Ohmm. Ohmm. Ohmm.
Our newest members are Millie King, Norma Lombardi, Marie Maher and Pam Olesen. Welcome! Hopefully there will be
more names to report after our membership drive this month with the Back To (Music) School theme.
Come to our holiday show December 5. There are 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. performances at Sterling Heights High School just down
the road from where we rehearse. It’s “I’ll Be Home For Christmas ... Eventually” and we have an inventive way of getting to
our destination safely. See glcsing.org for a flier and details. We have a women’s expo and a library performance coming up.
We are proud of our fun quartets and our competition quartets. Quartetters make the whole chorus better! Dream On! got
the audience choice award and B+ grades from the judges in the open division at spring contest. Vortex competed for the
very first time and we are very proud of them. Seriously lost their baritone to down south, y’all, but got most-improved at
competition. Our other quartets are Take Notice and Up to Note Good. Love them all.

B

Dream On!
Sylvia Karpinsky, Heather
Slayton, Alice Peltier, Kim
Bachand

Seriously
Lindsay Bayne, Andrea
Simpson, Mindy Krueger,
Amy Kreger (Spirit of Detroit).

Vortex
Kelsey Braiden, Deb
Deljevic, Peggi Starkey,
Lou Ann Bobrovetski

Coach Kim Vaughn who
has since gotten a new
knee. :-)

Coach Renee Porzel teaching us to hold yarn.

We were very focused the night Renee was
with us.
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HEART OF ESSEX CHORUS Maidstone, Ontario ~~ Fran Ferguson and Rose Tako
ur summer vacation officially began on June 24 with our
annual picnic. This year it was FIESTA OLE hostessed
by the Northern Belles at Pat Tellier’s lovely Country
home. Did we ever partay on as we celebrated the end of
another great year of Harmony — our 35th!
We started off with appetizers and bevvies, mainly high
octane, as we sat comfortably in our friendship circle under
the shade of the tall trees. Then Ddrector Lois pulled out sheet
music for “Under the Boardwalk” and we practiced for a while.
A member who shall remain nameless got a bit carried away
with the “oh yeah” at the end of the song. Hmmm…..
Then it was time for pictures, pictures, and more pictures,
followed by a sumptuous Mexican feast. We dined under the
shade of the fiesta palapas and then ate some more when the
desserts were presented. Ah, good friends, good company,
good food! Does it get any better?
When we could move, we adjourned to the patio to join in
beautiful song, accompanied by impromptu choreography that
went something like this: Slap the left side of your face, the
right side of your face, your left arm, your right leg, and your
neighbour’s left shoulder — to be repeated as often as you
wished! Yes, the mossies were out in full force — they must
have enjoyed our singing. No Joyce, Bounce sheets don’t work
to keep them away! And so we sang the night away!
It was a partay in the true tradition of the Heart of Essex
Chorus. Muchas gracias Northern Belles!
We returned to rehearsals on August 12! Yay! Missed the
singing and companionship! Our newest member is Lori
Depatie, so when you see her at the fall convention, please give
her a warm Sweet Ads welcome!
Director Lois, the music committee, and booking chairlady
have been very busy over the summer. They have planned a
wonderful year for us. Included will be coaching by Lynne
Peirce, a “Pampered Tea” in December (this will be something
really different and special. All of Region 2 are invited!),
performances at the Ruthven Apple Festival and Ford City
Festival, performances at county nursing homes, a special
performance for the “Do Good Divas” at the Caboto Club in
Windsor, participation in the Choir Contest for the Downtown
Mission at Ste. Anne’s Church in Tecumseh, our annual “Happy
Bus Tour” to city nursing homes, and finally our Christmas
Partay in December. Not to mention contest in April! We are
starting to get into contest mode early this year as we look
forward to our first coaching session with Lynne!
Well, that’s it from the Heart of Essex! Hope to see all of you
at the Fall Regional. Our own Rose Purdy receives her 25th
anniversary pin on stage! How exciting.

O
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LONDON CHORUS
London, Ontario
~~ Jo Kulik

LOCK CITIES CHORUS
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. & Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.
~~ Trudy Pettenuzzo

ondon Chorus came home from contest in April on a
high. We increased our score, felt so confident in our
new costumes, loved our new songs and sang them with
gusto. Our quartets Splice and Venture had done well and we
celebrated their success as well. We were a bit saddened that
we had not qualified for international in 2016, but we had
given it our all. It was a short time later that we were
informed that we do indeed qualify so we are now preparing
for big times on the big stage in Las Vegas.
The week after contest we shared the Imperial Theatre
stage in Sarnia with the Bluewater Chordsmen, who were
celebrating their 70th anniversary. A great time was had by
all and we received two standing ovations. One of the
highlights was our chorus picture on the new marquee
outside of the theatre for everyone to see. (Photos below.)
June found us in Mount Brydges where we held our third
annual Junes Tunes and Bargoons. Several vendors joined us
as we hosted and entertained a great audience and started
our fundraising efforts for Vegas.
In July we received notification that we were awarded a
trophy having been recognized as 2015 vocal group of the
year at the London Music Awards. How great is that to be
voted tops in the field over some very talented groups who
perform varied musical styles…. our barbershop
performances topped the polls again.
Music school was a blast, but somewhat saddened by the
announcement that our beloved Firefly quartet has retired.
The chorus has loved and supported our four stars. We were
all so proud of their accomplishments and we will miss that
fabulous foursome. The good news is they are still in our
midst and add so much to the sound Thames Valley Show
Chorus produces every week.
We have since learned two new exciting songs, had a bit of
a summer break, but now plan to host a guest night and start
our journey toward the bright lights of Las Vegas in 2016.
Cathy’s new toy, her selfie stick, added to the frivolity of our
spring adventures. You can see that in our group picture!
Laughter and harmony, life’s two best medicines.

ello from the Twin Saults! The Lock Cities Chorus has
had a busy couple of months. In May, we performed a
show with the Northland Barbershop Chorus, our
male counterparts. The show is an annual affair, to raise
money for the Sault Theatre Project, the renovation of an old
theatre on the main street of Sault, Mich. Our show was
called Moments to Remember, and included lots of old
songs, and some dancing also, by the talented members of
Lock Cities!
The end of June, was the International Bridge Walk, where
we sang the two national anthems, and got to meet Martha
Delargey, who had come up to do the Bridge Walk. Nice to
see you, Martha, and thanks for the pictures! Some of us
even did the walk!
In August, we repeated our Moments to Remember show
for the Summer Concert Series in Sault Canada, under the
Roberta Bondar pavilion. The weather was lovely, and we
sang to a very appreciative audience, occasionally
competing against the St. Mary’s River boat traffic. Funny,
freighter horns do not blow in our key! A couple of our
songs were caught on camera by a local online news service,
and posted on YouTube! At last count, we had 113 hits!
WOW, of course, 15 of those were by our director, Linda
Sirie!
After the show, we headed over to a local drinking
establishment to toast the promotion of our very own Dr.
Nancy Kirkpatrick, tenor extraordinaire! Dr. Nancy has been
promoted to Dean of Life Sciences and Mathematics at Lake
Superior State University! Congrats, Nancy, you’ve done us
proud!
We have started our Christmas repertoire, our singouts
will start November 15 and continue every Tuesday night
until 15 December, with some double headers, a Saturday
and one Monday evening. We hope to hit every assisted
living/nursing home in the area! This is one of the things
that we most love to do, bringing Christmas music in four
part harmony to those who do not have the opportunity to
enjoy our music.
It’s been a wonderful summer, now we will set our sights
on Christmas and contest!

L

H
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MICHIGAN NORTHERN LIGHTS CHORUS
Gaylord, Michigan ~~ Marty Goodman

SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS
Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Diane O’Neill

ummer is such a wonderful season up here in
northern Michigan. It’s the perfect time to enjoy the
out-of-doors. Michigan Northern Lights Chorus
performed outdoors on the stage in the pavilion at
Gaylord’s big outdoor summer festival, Alpenfest. We
entertained the crowds for a full hour. Later in the day, we
conducted a cake/cookie walk for the children. The big
winners went home with some homemade cakes.
Everyone who participated left with a bag of cookies
baked by our members.
We enjoyed renewing friendships and seeing everyone
at competition in April after a two-year hiatus. We’ve
received many comments -- all positive -- about the
video-streaming of competition. Thanks to our Region 2
management for enabling our friends from Up North to
view the performances.
In addition to our Alpenfest performance, the chorus has
been busy touring the nursing and retirement homes in
the area. We’ve performed in both Gaylord and Grayling at
several facilities as well as at the Grayling Senior Center. A
few weeks ago we had our annual party at Heart Lake.
Most members were there as were several retired
members whom we haven’t seen in a while. We always
have a wonderful time at the lake.
Our youngest member, Sierra Saleh, who attends
Gaylord Intermediate School, took first place in the Alpine
Idol contest at Alpenfest. Congratulations Sierra! She put
all the good singing techniques and vocal skills she has
worked on with the chorus to good use and we are very
proud of her.
Our director, Laura Hotelling, has selected some
wonderful new music for us to freshen our repertoire. We
are working hard to refine the old songs and add these
new songs. Soon we will dust off all the Christmas music
because we expect to begin that season’s performances in
early November. Sigh. The summer is almost gone. That
means that the Fall Regional is around the corner. We
hope to see so many friends from other choruses there in
September.

ummer is nearly over, as if it ever began in earnest.
The fall season is here, and it’s time to get back to
rehearsals and look forward to the Christmas season,
as well as begin thinking about competition next spring.
We started our summer season as part of the Sarnia
Waterfront Entertainment and Concert Series 2015.
Seaway Sounds and Friends entertained at Canatara Park
in Sarnia in June. The chorus presented our exciting new
rep, and our ensembles Chromatix and Kaleidoscope also
performed. Our special guest was Thea-Marie McCormick,
a student at St. Francois Xavier School. Thea has
performed at many local events. She plays guitar and has a
beautiful voice. We were proud to share her talents with
the community.
Seaway Sounds Chorus takes off the month of July to
rest, rejuvenate and take care of all those things that seem
to go by the wayside during our regular rehearsal season.
We came back together on August 6 for our annual chorus
gathering at the home of member Diane Lamarche. There
was a cookout, wonderful food as always! And of course,
singing! Diane’s husband Ron later joined with his guitar
and a good old-fashioned sing-along followed. It was a
great way to get back in the groove! We rehearse at St.
Francois Xavier school during the regular season. Since
the school is closed during the month of August, we hold
rehearsals at Diane Lamarche’s home until school opens
the beginning of September. Thank you, Diane, for your
gracious hospitality. We appreciate you!
One of the biggest events for us during the summer is
Hobby Fest, a chance to get together with other
organizations around our community to present our
hobbies and favorite pastimes with the public. Again this
year we had a great turnout, and also had the opportunity
to share some camaraderie with the men’s barbershop
chorus from Sarnia, Bluewater Chordsmen. We invite
women who may be interested in Sweet Adelines to give
us their contact information so that we may invite them to
our Free Learn To Sing program in September. We had
20+ women sign up this year, a record. We hope to see all
of them September 17.
We are bringing back our Free Learn To Sing program
this fall, beginning on September 17 for four consecutive
weeks. Participants are invited onto the risers. Our
director helps them decide what part they sing, and by the
end of the four weeks they have not only learned an
awesome barbershop song, but have gotten a feel for the
joy and excitement of singing a cappella music. All who
participate are invited to join Seaway Sounds Chorus. We
added five new members to our chorus last year. We are
hoping to be as successful in 2015.
Our contest songs have been chosen and the work has
begun. We look forward to a busy and joyful Christmas
season, new friends, and contest in the Spring. Happy Fall
Region 2!

S

S
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NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS Prescott, Michigan ~~ Brenda Benjamin-Marsh
BC has been marching right
through summer with our usual
singing gigs and fund-raising
events which help to support our love
of music as well as give us the
opportunity to share our craft.
Our next big singing project is “The
Music Man” theme for the annual fall
Kiwanis Show in West Branch. The
show draws a huge crowd and is the
Kiwanis Club’s main fundraiser. It is a
terrific show with lots of area talent.
We will be singing a medley of songs,
some of which are “Seventy-Six
Trombones,” “Wells Fargo Wagon,”
and “Pick-a Little, Talk-a Little.”
(Imagine a Sweet Adelines chorus
singing about talking a little. Our
lovely director would beg to differ!)
We will also be barbershopping with a
men’s group, all related to some of the
chorus members, and will present
“Lida Rose” and “Dream.” We are
extremely enthusiastic about this
endeavor.
We have been together as Northern
Blend Chorus for a year now. It has
been a wonderful year of getting to
know each other as well as blending
our voices.
We performed once again at the log
church located in the Historical Village
at the Ogemaw County Fair, a beautiful
fairground which pulls folks from all
over the state. We were under the

N

direction of our assistant director
Sandy Lemcool Williams who did a
wonderful job. We also performed at
the Victorian Art Fair in Irons Park in
West Branch, and following our
performance we were welcomed at the
home of one of our members, Ruth
Ann Cass, and her husband Ron. What
a fun time we had. We had wonderful
food and refreshments and sang for
the neighbors and then sang all around
the lake’s shores on pontoon boats.
Not everyone can claim to be able to
carry tunes let alone harmonize on
pontoon boats!
Well, the time for the Harrisville
outing has come. Northern Blend
Chorus has taken on the responsibility
to keep the show in the harbor alive,
as well as the performances at
churches and other venues. We are
hoping to see many friends from our
sister choruses at the Harrisville State
Park campground as well as on the
stage. We are planning to present for
the first time “The Music Man” medley
as well as perform with a men’s
quartet in “Lida Rose” and “Dream.”
Our director, Susan Heimburger, has
been working very hard to teach us to
be better at what we do. She is an
excellent teacher and we have the
utmost respect for her tenacious
personality. It can be very

NBC party

disappointing to a teacher when her
students don’t remember what they
learned last week. We all know, every
member of every chorus, that we have
to take personal responsibility to
improve ourselves as well as our
chorus. Our aim for the rest of the year
is to do just that.
I would be remiss in not thanking
Ellen, Bethany, and Judy for picking
pounds of beautiful cherries for our
homemade pies that help us very
much with our fund-raising. They
came back from Traverse City looking
like drowned puppies and had a half
an hour to get ready for a gig. We felt
badly for them, however to say that it
wasn’t a funny story would be a fib.
Oh, and you ask: “What
might the picture of the
wine bottle be?” It is
our very own wine
produced by husband
Steve (of our own Jamie
Bain Ziolkowski) at
Rose Valley Winery.
We will make money
for each bottle we sell.
We are thinking that
some of our Sweet Adelines friends
may wish to try it. Note that it is
indeed adorned with a set of our April
Jewelry.
It’s a wonderful thing!

NBC fair

Most Improved Chorus Award by 158
points!
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS Royal Oak, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche
pring finally blessed us with her
presence at the 2015 Wayward
Harmony camping long weekend in
June. It was chilly the first couple of nights,
furnace weather, but we enjoyed a rain-free
time. Saturday evening’s potluck was
amazing, as it always is with all surrounding
Darlene and George’s RV. Those in
attendance were: Tri City’s Sue Craig,
Stanette and Jackie; Great Lakes’ Sylvia
Detty; and Shoreline Sound’s Linda
Liddicoatt, Marlene Babb, Darlene and
George Zivojnovity, Cindy Sommerville and
Dawn Phipps, Lorna and Mark Fox, Sandy
and Mike (Darlene’s brother and
sister-in-law) and Ernie and Mary Linda
Gauche. Others in for the day Saturday
were: Deb Overla, Donna Sullivan and
husband, Jan White and son and grandson.
Can you say ABSOLUTELY AMAZING
RENEE PORZEL! Well, anyone who has ever
met her and experienced her coaching will
and does. She is a delightful, gleeful,

S

Renaissance Festival Jeanne
Lundberg and Nancy Liedel

Martha
Delargey
working the
Renaissance
Festival on her
birthday

Nancy Aird and Swift

George
Zivojnovity
and Donna
Sullivan

Renaissance Festival Big
Guinness wenches Mary
Linda and Lisa

talented, crackerjack at what she does in the
showmanship category. Oh and she sings
pretty darn well also. We gobbled up all she
had to give us on a June all-day coaching
session. Actually, many of us did not feel
tired or worn out at the end of the day
either! She’ll be baaaaack too.
Can you say PICTURE PERFECT afternoon
and evening? It was definitely, for our
Shoreline picnic, held this year at Traci and
Jim Martin’s spectacular Brighton home!
The atmosphere was gorgeous, the food
(enough to feed most of Region 2) and the
singing made our 2015 picnic an event to
remember. Those of us who attended were
rewarded many times over with a
pleasurable event to remember!
End of July, and what more could we wish
for – a stupendous coaching session (two
evenings) with the incomparable Jim Arns!
And, just a week later, a magnificent two
evening session with Renee Porzel. Life is
extremely good to Shoreline! Of course,

when our sessions with Renee wrapped up,
we may have been just a bit slap happy.
Lions and tigers and bears, OH MY! Well
not quite, but close. Shoreline worked the
opening weekend in late August (as bar
wenches and such) at the Michigan
Renaissance Festival, and we saw just about
EVERYTHING! Saturday was very, very busy
and productive; and Sunday, though not as
busy, brought even heavy rain and a
tornado warning. The Big Guinness Pub was
wall-to-wall people and high decibel noise
and bagpipes. All our wench workers
worked their tails off and readied
themselves for a repeat the next weekend,
which turned out to be spectacular as well.
No tornado warnings, a little rain and many
thirsty customers made our “wenching” all
worthwhile. We ached on Monday, but it
was a good ache.
See you all at fall regional!

Shoreline picnic Traci and Jim’s

Renaissance
Festival Jason
and Maureen

Renaissance Festival
wenches Jen, Janet, Kay

Jim Arns coaching

Coaching with Renee Porzel
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SONG OF THE LAKES Davison, Michigan ~~ Nancy Sommerville
ot on the heels of contest, Song of the Lakes Chorus enjoyed their annual installation banquet. It was a wonderful
evening of celebration and renewal for the upcoming year. Our Sweet Adeline of the Year award was shared this year
by Wendi Lloyd and Debra Jackson-Dechert for all their efforts in making our contest costumes. Thank you, ladies, for
keeping us clothed! Our chorus also honors a member, chosen by the director and team leader, who quietly goes above and
beyond helping her chorus. This award, known as the Shirley Dye Award, is named in honor of a member who passed away
many years ago. This year’s well deserved recipient was Sue Dugan.
For the past five years, on the Saturday before Mother’s Day, you will typically find Song of the Lakes Chorus entertaining
guests attending our annual garden tea; this year was no exception! Members decorated more than 20 tables to
accommodate the 216 women attending this year’s tea. Table themes included Frozen, Birds and Bees, Farm Market, Country
French and the ever-popular Out of Africa! Guests included past members, Sweet Ads from other choruses, large groups of
Red Hat Ladies, friends and family! Of course, the chorus served up a wonderful meal, gallons of tea and still had the energy
to sing our hearts out! Naturally quartet was on hand and rocked the house! A wonderful, if tiring, day but a
great fundraiser! Mark your calendar now for next year’s tea on May 7, 2016.
Sadly, in early August, our long-time chorus member, Sonya Summerfield, lost her hard-fought battle with
cancer. Over the years, Sonya’s support of the chorus was unwavering, even when she was too ill to stand
on the risers. Her friendship, warmth, optimism and gorgeous smile will be missed by all of us.
It’s always a fine evening when the talents of Cindy Hansen are on hand! In mid-August, we had a
wonderful coaching session with Cindy, who helped us take our songs to new levels! Her enthusiasm and
positive perspectives are always inspiring! We are so glad she is moving back to Michigan!
Sonya
The beginning of September found our chorus campers heading for Harrisville to enjoy that extra
Summerfield
summer weekend followed by a weekend serving beer and wine to the masses at the Renaissance Festival!
We look forward to another year of harmonizing with our friends and continuing to improve our craft. Best of luck to our
own Maria Christian and Naturally quartet and all our Region 2 Competitors at international competition in Las Vegas!

H

Guests at the annual garden tea
Tea

Chorus with Cindy Hansen

TRI CITY CHORUS Auburn, Michigan ~~ Nancy Nieschulz
eri Brink and I attended leadership training in May 30 in Marine City. In June, we performed for the Pinconning in the
Park program. In July, we had a performance at Sheffield Place, an assisted living facility and then we sang patriotic
songs for the Patriot Riders at the Meijer parking lot in Bay City where they were making one of their stops making
collections for servicemen and women. We also had a concert at the Caseville County Park for Harmony Weekend. Members
of the chorus and the audience contributed needed items for Safe Place, a domestic violence facility in Huron County. We sang
the national anthem for a Loons game at Dow Diamond in Midland. In August, we worked concessions for a couple of Loons
games. Some of our group are attending Harrisville Harmony Weekend over Labor Day.

T
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SPIRIT OF DETROIT CHORUS Livonia, Michigan ~~ Jayne Herman
ow! What a summer! Spirit ladies have been
preparing for International while enjoying our
summer. In June, Barb Almli travelled the Greek
Islands and performed with Tropical Harmony chorus.
According to Barb it was a fabulous trip! Just ask and she’ll
be happy to share her many photos!
At the end of June/beginning of July, several of our
members enjoyed their time at men’s International in
Pittsburgh. There was lots of laughter and great barbershop
singing.
July also brought our bi-annual retreat. This year we were
put through our paces by Carol Persinger and Renee Porzel.
Our breaks were full of games and prizes run by our
president, Kathy Ahmad. Everyone won something – what
fun!
We spent much of August preparing for our annual show –
Kickoff to Vegas! It was a cabaret-style show with lots of
tailgate goodies and Vegas showgirls (really, Spirit

W

members.) We learned the rules of barbershop – the right
note at the wrong time is still a wrong note; some of the
history behind our songs; and that college football
enthusiasts are good sports (O-H…)! Five quartets joined us
– Fascination, Naturally and Fusion; men’s senior champs
Rolls Voyce along with a mixed group Just for Kicks. Our
audience included four generations of Gloria King’s family –
her son, grandson and great-grandchildren all enjoyed the
show. (…I-O!)
In August, Andrea Strutz hosted a party/sleepover at her
cabin in Lakeshore, Ontario. A good time was had by all. We
are looking forward to working at the Renaissance Festival
with Song of the Lakes chorus.
We wish all of Region 2’s Vegas competitors a wonderful
experience! We are thrilled to be sharing the stage with
Shoreline Sound, Fascination and Crush! We also with
our dual members well as they compete with Choral Aires
and Scioto Valley.

Fusion
Fascination

Naturally

Pat Schuffler, Linda Gaffke, June
Gulich and Kathleen Dunk rest up
after a job well done!

Fascination

Julie Blomquist, Cynthia Breisch,
MaryLou Pickering and Jennifer Aittama
getting ready for Spirit’s show
Rolls Voyce

Fascination
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WATER WONDERLAND CHORUS Okemos, Michigan ~~ Reta Corr and Barbara Wheeler

I

t’s been a busy time for Water Wonderland Chorus. Great
performance opportunities have kept us singing and
ringing chords all year long.

We spent much of it visiting local retirement homes giving
mini concerts and inviting residents to observe our
rehearsals. We met many retired barbershoppers who
really appreciated connecting with our chorus and sharing
their stories.
We’re so excited with the release, finally, of our first CD, Fun
in Just One Lifetime. It was a rewarding experience from
beginning to end. The recording session was the easy part.
Many thanks to our president for all the hours she spent
weaving her way through the plethora of legal, copyright
and use, and sales tax requirements, not to mention the
design and production challenges. Please visit our website
www.waterwonderlandchorus.org for more information
and how to order.
April provided us with the opportunity to participate in the
Lansing, Michigan Earth Day celebration. We were able to
share our style of music with over 1,500 elementary school
children as well as their chaperones and vendors.
In May we performed at a women’s church conference and
in June we shared our music at the Retired and Active
Federal Employees Annual Banquet. WOW, what a great
audience and wonderful acoustics! We celebrated Father’s
Day early with many dads and their families at the Green
Acres Senior Living Center. Friday evening, June 19, was

spent singing at Lake Lansing Park as part of the Summer
Concert Series at the open air band shell. We shared the
stage with the local Capital City Chordsmen Chorus for an
entire evening of barbershop harmony.
Labor Day will see many of our members headed to
Harrisville State Park for the annual Harmony Weekend
where we’ll enjoy the fellowship of other barbershoppers
from around the state and country. We’ll be singing around
the campfires and around the town as we entertain the
locals and the vacationers alike.
With summer pulling many of our members away on
vacation, we are now in the process of corralling all the
strays to learn new music and rehearse for our October 24
show….”A cappella Roundup.” As we work on our
country/western repertoire, we are excited to put together
our dinner show complete with chuck wagon chow,
outlaws, in-laws, the local “sheriff” and friends for a night of
fun, laughter and food. Dust off your boots ‘n spurs and join
us. Call 517-321-6105 or visit our website.
We have our sights on a membership drive in October and
hope to reach some local ladies who want to sing the
barbershop harmony we all so enjoy.
This winter, beginning with our annual participation at
Lansing's Silver Bells in the City on Nov. 20, we will have
completed one more full circle around the sun as we hope
to take our show “On the Road Again” visiting our friends
from last year’s holiday tour.

Earth Day

Lake Lansing band shell
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rom Mary Linda Gauche, Shoreline Sound Chorus: OH CANADA! We of Region 2 choruses had a wonderful time visiting
you July 17-19, specifically at Western Ontario University in London, Ontario! Color choruses accomplished much working
on the following songs until we presented our own individual songs to the region: Pink (Fuchsia) – Julia Beadle; “Come Fly
With Me” Teal – Diane Catellane; “Jeepers Creepers” Black, White and Bling – Jeannie Lundberg; “Everything Old Is New Again.”
It's amazing and satisfying to see what we all can accomplish in just about 24 hours, isn't it? Thanks to our glorious directors
for giving their time and talents. Retiring “Firefly” also sang on our show as did this year's winner, “Fascination.”

F

Fascination

Color chorus teal

GOOD LUCK TO OUR
COMPETITORS IN THE 2015
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
IN LAS VEGAS
Contestant #2
Spirit of Detroit Chorus
Contestant #25
Shoreline Sound Chorus
Contestant #44
Fascination
and all of the choruses and
quartets with our Region 2
member friends including – but
not limited to – Choral-Aires,
Scioto Valley, CRUSH, and
Naturally

Color chorus black and white

Color chorus fuchsia
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A CAPPELLA BELLA prospective • BLUEWATER • CARILLON BELLES • CROSSROADS HARMONY •
FENTON LAKES • FESTIVAL SOUNDS • GRAND HARMONY • GRAND TRAVERSE • GREAT LAKES •
HARMONY GATEWAY • HEART of ESSEX • HEART of MICHIGAN • LOCK CITIES • LONDON • MICHIGAN
NORTHERN LIGHTS • NORTHERN BLEND • RIVERLIGHTS HARMONY • SEAWAY SOUNDS • SHORELINE
SOUND • SONG of the LAKES • SPIRIT of DETROIT • TRI CITY • WATER WONDERLAND

BORDER LAKES REGION 2
&
SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR
2016

2015
9/18-19

10/5-10
10/24

10/24
10/25
12/5

12/ 5

FALL REGIONAL WEEKEND - DEARBORN VICKIE
MAYBURY - DIRECTOR OF SKYLINE CHORUS,
DENVER CO
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS NV
GRAND HARMONY 20TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW
2:30 & 7 P.M. CALVARY UNITED CHURCH, ST.
JACOBS ON
WATER WONDERLAND SHOW
HARMONY GATEWAY SHOW
GREAT LAKES CHORUS SHOW “I’LL BE HOME FOR
CHRISTMAS (EVENTUALLY)” 3&7 P.M. STERLING
HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL MI
TRI CITY CHRISTMAS SHOW

1/22-23
4/14-17
5/7
10/17-22
2017
4/20-23
10/9-14
2018
4/26-29
10/16-20
2019
4/11-14

WINTER REGIONAL WEEKEND, THE HENRY,
DEARBORN MI
REGIONAL CONVENTION, DEARBORN MI
SONG OF THE LAKES ANNUAL SPRING TEA
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS NV
REGIONAL CONVENTION, THE HENRY DEARBORN
MI
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
MGM GRAND LAS VEGAS NV
REGIONAL CONVENTION, DEARBORN MI
ST. LOUIS MO - THE AMERICA’S CENTER AND THE
EDWARD JONES DOME

7/17-21

REGIONAL CONVENTION, THE HENRY, DEARBORN
MI
NEW ORLEANS LA SMOOTHIE KING CENTER

2020
10/12-17

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION LOUISVILLE KY

2015-16 REGIONAL COORDINATOR SUPPORT ASSIGNMENTS
(COMMUNICATIONS MARTHA DELARGEY): NOMINATING CHAIR JOANN KRAMER; NEWSLETTER LINDA MAY; WEBMASTER SHEILA
WORTHINGTON ! (DIRECTORS JEANNE LUNDBERG) MUSIC LIBRARIAN POLLY SNIDER; PRG COORDINATOR LINDA LIDDICOATT,
MASTER; DIRECTOR SPECIALIST CHRIS NOTEWARE, CERTIFIED ! (TEAM DOROTHY DAVENPORT): 25-YEAR PINS DIANA GREGG;
BYLAWS AND RULES KATHY OLIVER ! (EVENTS ANNE NORMAN): REGISTRAR EDUCATION EVENTS HENNY FORD; CHAIR REGIONAL
CONVENTION MARY PATRICK ! (EDUCATION NANCY LIEDEL): DIRECTOR CERTIFICATION PROGRAM PEGGI STARKEY; YWIH NAN
WARDIN; ARRANGERS DR. DIANE CLARK; (MEMBERSHIP MARY PATRICK) CAL LIAISON KATHY OLIVER; (MARKETING LISA GILKEY)
PR LIAISON LINDA MAY

