
Riot Act Quartet 
Submi0ed by Nancy Liedel 
  

Wow! What a wonderful contest experience! It was so great to be back in person and back on stage. Even if we were only 
singing for four people. We want to thank the en=re compe==on team and the RMT for everything they did to make this 
happen. We are absolutely thrilled with our fourth place finish! And a huge congratula=ons to Girl Talk and Grand 

Harmony Chorus, our new regional champions. We were lucky enough to reserve a VRBO for the weekend and it was great fun to 
have so many visitors that came and sang for us! We always have so much fun with our fellow quartet singers. It almost felt “normal.” 
Like a big ol’ hospitality room! We want to thank our coaches for all they contributed to our journey. Diane Porsch, Renee Porzel, and 
Jeanne Lundberg! So much wisdom and knowledge. It’s so wonderful to stand in the shadow of greatness. A special thank you to Kim 
Wright for the great photography session! She’s magic behind the camera! Ya made us look great! 
   Thank you to Shoreline Sound Chorus for giving us the opportunity to sing in front of an audience before the big event. A fabulous 
group of women. And thank you to Fenton Lakes Chorus for asking us to join them for their installa=on dinner and asking us to sing! 
Always a great =me with them! We love our choruses and always feel their love and support! 
   We wish to express our great sadness at the loss of Marlene Babb and Keane Michelin. Their passing was devasta=ng and they will 
be missed. We send our prayers and hearYelt condolences to their families, friends, and chorus Shoreline Sound.  
   We are sending good vibes out to the universe that our region can be back in person at our next compe==on! This year was a step 
in the right direc=on! So grateful to be singing again! We’re baaaaaaaaaack! 
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A CAPPELLA BELLA CHORUS Muskegon, Michigan ~~ Kathy Niergarth 

Hello from West Michigan. A5er 
the big push to get ready for 
contest, the Bellas have turned 

their focus to learning the Armed 
Forces Medley for our Veteran’s Day 
performance in November. 
   We returned to in-person rehearsals 
the first week of March. Unfortunately, 
we had two members resign and 
currently have four on leaves of 
absence. The remaining Bellas decided 
to conInue preparing for contest. We 
welcomed a new member, Carrie 
McConnell, in March. Carrie previously 
sang with the West Shore Chorus of 
Sweet Adelines from Region 17, so the 
seasoned veteran learned both contest 
songs and the choreography quickly. 
Carrie, who sings bass, is a wonderful 
addiIon to the Bellas. 
   Nancy Liedel joined us April 2 for an 
all-day coaching session. Once again, 
she was able to bring both songs to life 
in our minds and voices. The simplest 
changes added so much to our music 
and choreography. Mother Nature had 
a surprise for Nancy as lake effect snow 
blanketed Grand Haven in the 
a5ernoon. Fortunately, the roads were 
warm enough that driving home was 
not an issue. 

   The Bellas opted to do our video 
taping at Third Coast Recording 
Company in Grand Haven. Our 
rehearsal site is a live room, and when 
we warmed up in the studio, we were 
faced with a dead space. To say it threw 
us off balance is an understatement. 
We learned a lot that day about 
videotaping and sound producIon and 
will be beVer prepared if we ever have 
to videotape a performance in the 
future. We conInued our tradiIon of 
eaIng out together a5er contest by 
going to Stanz Cafe, where we enjoyed 
good food and sang for the patrons and 
staff. 
   A5er working hard for several 
months, the Bellas were ready to relax 
and have fun. Julie Bredin invited us to 
the family coVage on Big Blue Lake for a 
weekend Pajama Party. Friday night’s 
fare was salad, spaghe[, and rhubarb 
pie. Saturday, we drove into Whitehall 
and dined at Pub One Eleven. On the 
way back to the coVage, Nature treated 
us to a fireworks display that turned 
night into day. We conInued to watch 
the light show over the lake back at the 
coVage. 

   Director Marilee Wexstaff hosted our 
contest watch party. Even though we 
were disappointed with our 
performance, we were glad we 
competed. In fact, we were proud of all 
the choruses and quartets that took 
part in the contest. 
   We have a new rehearsal site at 
Nelson Place Apartments in downtown 
Muskegon. The room isn’t as lively, and 
there is a place for us to store our risers 
and other equipment. We moved in the 
last week of May and iniIated the 
space by installing our management 
team. Cheryl Moe lives in the complex, 
and she thinks we may aVract new 
members with our weekly rehearsals. 
The Bellas wish everyone a happy and 
fun-filled summer. If you are traveling 
to the Muskegon area and will be 
around on a Wednesday night, feel free 
to join us for a rehearsal. 

Border Lakes Region 2 Border Lights SPRING 2022 Page 2B

Formal Chorus photo below. Our 
newest member, Carrie McConnell, 
is the first singer in the middle row 

on the right side



A CAPPELLA BELLA CHORUS PHOTOS 
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2022 Management Team L to R: Team Coordinator Karen Avdek, Members-at-Large 
Cheryl Moe and Marian Stefanich, Director Marilee Wexstaff, Secretary Julie 

Bredin, and Financial Manager Cathryn Marshall 

Having fun during dress rehearsal



A CAPPELLA BELLA CHORUS PHOTOS 
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Bella Forte welcomed new lead Cheryl Moe  
(top right) in March

Coach Nancy Liedel

Enjoying dinner at Pub One Eleven 
during pajama party weekend

Gathering at Stanz Cafe aFer the contest videotaping

 PracHcing our sexy move 
in L.O.V.E.  Can you pick out 
our hoochie coochie girl?

Contest watch party



CARILLON BELLES CHORUS Simcoe, Ontario ~~ Sandra Reid 

While a small chorus, we have been very busy this spring! Previous to our annual mee9ng, at the end of April, we designed 
a new updated logo containing four notes represen9ng our four harmony parts. New lawn signs were created for each 
member and given out at the end of our mee9ng.  For the present 9me we are rehearsing mainly in person wearing 

masks, with those not able to aAend joining on Zoom. A few of us are responsible for high-risk family members, and we are all 
cognizant of those situa9ons. While wearing masks and maintaining six feet apart is necessary for now, our commiAee is constantly 
reviewing protocols that ensuring all members feel safe. Thankfully we are now in warmer weather and so we are able do our warm-
ups outside, making less 9me inside wearing masks. New provincial advice is being updated on June 11 and our chorus may be able 
adjust aJer those announcements.  Also, we had our first real life coaching session in April, and all members aAended! What a thrill 
to hear each other and sing with each other again aJer two years. We are presently rehearsing songs to enable sing outs in the 
coming summer.  

 

TRI CITY CHORUS Auburn/Bay City, Michigan  ~~  Nancy Nieschulz 

Gree9ngs! Aside from rehearsals as usual, Tri City treated themselves with a dinner out as we held our 
installa9on party. We installed our new management team members for the upcoming year. This was new 
for our new members as many are teenagers. Exci9ng evening. 

Our new director is planning on aAending IES this summer. He is anxious to experience the new direc9ng ideas that the Interna9onal 
coaching team will provide. 

As we are growing and adding to our repertoire with new directorship, several performance dates have been set for our future. Our 
first big one will be in Pinconning, MI as our summer entertainment series kicks off for the year on June 28. Many enjoy geWng 
outdoors to enjoy Pinconning in the Park on Tuesday nights. And finally, a fall variety show is being planned for October the 8th at 
Bay City's historic State Theatre. It feels wonderful geWng back into the groove aJer the pandemic. Here's to normalcy.  
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FENTON LAKES CHORUS Linden, Michigan ~~ Nancy Liedel 

Since the last ,me we flipped through the digital pages of the Border Lights, many things have 
happened. Our director, Jeanne Lundberg, fell and broke three bones in her ankle. AAer surgery, plate, 
pins, and physical therapy, she’s made it back to us in ,me to guide us through our journey to the 

contest stage! And what a contest is was, eh? Thank you to the whole compe,,on and our Regional 
Management Team for everything they did to make it happen! Congratula,ons for our new regional 
champions, Girl Talk Quartet and Grand Harmony Chorus. We also want to give a huge shout-out to our 
coaches this year, LeAnn K. HazleQ and Renee Porzel, two amazing women who are so very generous with 

their ,me, talent, and knowledge. We are so very grateful! We were thrilled to bring home two medals! Second place Division A and 

fourth place overall. GoQa be honest, it felt preQy good! We were also thrilled to 
have five compe,ng quartets represen,ng Fenton Lakes Chorus in two regions! 
Riot Act (4th Place Medalist), Toast (Mic Testers), Top Shelf, Fleetwood Four 
(Novice Quartet), and Sublime (third place medalist Region 17.) Two more people 
we must thank — SueAnne Marshall for arranging a rehearsal and warmup space 
at her church in Frankenmuth and to Kim Wright for being our official 
photographer! 

 
   Since that weekend, we had a heck of a watch party! Thanks to Region 2 for  
making that happen! And our annual installa,on of officers. A wonderful dinner. 
And how fun to have Riot Act Quartet there to serenade us! Congratula,ons to  
our new team and a huge thank you to our outgoing team. 
   Our hear`elt condolences to Shoreline Sound Chorus for the passing of two of 
their members, Marlene Babb and Keane Michelin. They will be sorely missed. 
But, we know that the heavenly chorus has gained two terrific singers! Rest in Peace 
and Harmony. Going forward, we are planning on new music, more coaching, and hopefully more performing! We can’t wait for the 
,me when we can all be back together. Let’s hug! Let’s make it awkward! We miss you! 
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GRAND HARMONY CHORUS Waterloo, Ontario ~~ Jane Stoltz 

T he results are in … WOW, WE 
WON! Grand Harmony Chorus is 
going to Sweet Adelines 

Interna@onal Contest!     

Music was the answer for members of 
Grand Harmony Chorus who watched 
the Region 2 Contest Watch Video on 
Saturday, May 14, 2022! 

Singing is one the greatest hobbies and 
a cappella is an exci@ng style of music!   
It’s good for the mind, body and soul! 

ANer a two-year hiatus, our Region 2 
resumed compe@@on, virtually. Video 
recording virtually is totally different 
than in person. My thoughts are that it 
is more relaxing, less anxiousness, less 
stage fright, fun, and the ability to just 
sing and we even had a small audience 
to perform to.  

I think the most anxious part was the 
wai@ng of the Contest Watch Party. 
Some of our members were in their 
own homes, with a friend and some got 
together at our rehearsal venue to 
watch and await the results.  It was 
such a treat to watch all of the quartets 
and choruses perform plus cheer on 
our very own quartets Key of She and 
Rezona@on. And special thank you to 
Elaine Lewis for announcing our chorus 
at the beginning of our video recording. 

So just how did we achieve this 
milestone win? It was due to many 
things and difficult to pinpoint. We 
were fortunate to Zoom with many 
coaches, had mini educa@onal 
workshops, dedica@on and prac@ce of 
our members and a big thank you to 
our director, Andrew Carolan, and 
coach Nicky McGrath! And thank you to 
Karen, Pat and Allana for organizing the 
planning and teaching members the 
crea@ve visual plan for our compe@@on.    

While winning is such a honour, we 
have members who have been with 
Grand Harmony for over 25 years and 
never experienced the thrill of 
a^ending and singing on stage at 
Interna@onal. 

Leading up to compe@@on, we were 
fortunate to resume our annual retreat 
and coaching weekend in February and 
this was so much fun, learning, singing 
and just being together with all of our 
members. At our following rehearsal, 
we had our Sassy Awards on what 
interes@ng and fun events happened 
throughout the retreat weekend. 
Usually these moments are from our 
compe@@on in Dearborn. A thank you 
to Peggy, Heather and Diana. 

In March we celebrated our 27 years 
and celebrated our charter anniversary 
and special thanks to Susan C., Peggy, 
Be^y R., Diana and myself Jane S. and 
our members going through their 
closets to locate previous costumes, 
photos, scrapbooks, newspaper 
clippings etc of the earlier years. Since 
our retreat, every Tuesday evening we 
con@nue on with our hybrid rehearsals, 
have physical and vocal warmups, 
prac@cing snippets from our contest 
songs and other songs and learning 
new songs and having fun! 

We have the crea@on of our Director 
Pod (Claudia, Dianne & Lisa) especially 
needed when our director was 
vaca@oning Interna@onally and has 
been u@lized for many other 
opportuni@es, plus we have members 
stepping up to lead members in our 
weekly physical warmups (Claudia, Ann, 
Janet and Liane.) 

A debt of gra@tude to Susan St. John 
(former team leader) and Susan Casey 
(former membership coordinator) for 
their @me and dedicated efforts on our 
Management Team during the 
pandemic. 

We have new beginnings, with our new 
Management Team consis@ng of 

Team Leader - Shari Keller 

Treasurer- Dianne Ritz 

Secretary - Liane Stemmler 

Membership - Janet Coulter & Peggy 
Senior  

Performance - Allana Shore & Elaine 
Lewis; and  

Marke@ng - Jane Stoltz 

We have five members within our 
chorus that are celebra@ng significant  
“Member Milestones”: Lisa Thompson 
& Be^y Rolt at 25 years, Allana Shore at 
10 years, Renee Nolet & Julia 
Armstrong of five years.  

Grand Harmony Chorus has such an 
incredible and exci@ng journey ahead 
of us. Music is the answer and our 
members are so privileged to have such 
an amazing opportunity to represent 
Region 2 on the Interna@onal Stage. 

PHOTOS ON THE NEXT FEW PAGES
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GRAND HARMONY CHORUS
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GRAND HARMONY CHORUS 



GRAND HARMONY CHORUS
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS Traverse City, Michigan ~~ Sally McCoy 

T his spring we have had three things on our schedules, 
minds and hearts as we prepare for our next (luminous) 
showing on the Sweet Adelines Interna=onal stage in 

Phoenix this coming September 13  Our collec=ve chorus 
consciousness has been on: 1) being coached to greatness, 2) 
performing, both in our compe==on recording and with a live 
show with a paying audience, and 3) fundraising to offset the 
personal financial cost of our coming trip. 

As a chorus, we have always invested in coaching for a beIer 
overall sound and presenta=on. Our typical guest teacher 
would be flown in and meet with us in person, usually for ten 
or more hours over two days. The bonding that takes place is 
fantas=c, and we are a stronger group of friends and singers 
for having u=lized coaches in that way, over the years. (We 
have had SO many fantas=c trainers through the Sweet 
Adelines organiza=on that it is temp=ng to men=on some 
names here, but we have to resist that tempta=on in the 
interest of space.) 

This year, we did something a liIle different. We went with 
two separate Zoom sessions where we “piped in” Jen Cooke 
through a TV screen while the chorus assembled in person to 
soak in her words and notes of wisdom. The two sessions were 
held on our regular chorus mee=ng night (Tuesdays), four 
weeks apart. Principles that were introduced in the first 
session were prac=ced and more finely tuned (pardon the pun) 
in the second session. Amazingly transforma=ve as a training in 
vocal produc=on, many in our chorus will never go back to our 
former way of singing again, now that we have learned Jen’s 
effec=ve technique. (Note: looking at the photograph of our 
second session, it doesn’t look like our group closeness lost 
much due to using technological methods to scratch our 
coaching itch.) 

Our prepara=on, rehearsal and performance of our contest 
package is, naturally, all-consuming! We totally got into our 
1920s characters for our two period songs: “Ain’t MisBeHavin’” 
and “Charleston.” Maximizing our vamp persona, we aIacked 
the camera lens for all we had, as we did the awkward, foreign 
thing: regional contest, via virtual reality.  

Then we had great fun and merriment making fun of the en=re 
process with our Watch Party, when we learned that we took 
third in our category and fi^h overall. Okay — we’re not 
complaining. Just hoping we never, ever, again have to miss the 
living breathing event that we know as Regional Contest. The 
camera and microphone opera=on is not much of a subs=tute, 
we found. 

Perhaps subliminally an=cipa=ng a need 
for an in-person audience to revel in our 
splendorificence, we made plans for a live 
show within the month of our regional 
compe==on recording. We invited guests 
to Pine Hall to see our package along with 
six other songs, a costume change, two 
quartets each with their own set of tunes, 
and a band of four clarine=sts. In other words, we threw a full 
length musical show. We sold =ckets, had programs, 
entertained with a mul=-part raffle, had the best refreshment 
table known to humankind, classy decora=ons, a door prize, 
and made great celebra=on of ourselves and loving music and 
each other. Our Master Director, Jill Watson, had hoped to 
generate some number of dollars through this event and we 
actually made over three =mes more than her hoped for 
amount.  Plus it was SO MUCH FUN! We had nearly a sold-out 
crowd who were most apprecia=ve of our efforts and fell 
totally in love with Grand Traverse Show Chorus!  (And I ask 
you, who can blame them?) 

The funds generated by our show have joined with other 
amounts in our bank account through our fund-raising 
methods via opportuni=es to be of community service. Later 
this summer a group of us will be bartending for our cause in a 
commercial theater seing. We “kicked off” our big season by 
joining with other volunteers to distribute bib numbers and 
gear for a major running event in Traverse City over Memorial 
Day weekend. Literally thousands of runners came in to seIle 
the paperwork for their marathon, half marathon, 10K, etc. 
races and we helped them do it! It is always exci=ng to help 
enthusiasts within their area of interest. It is also great to 
experience our chorus sisters in a role that is atypical of how 
we normally come in contact. Refreshing to see that off the 
risers we are just as vital, friendly and clever out in the public 
square. 

Wishing all 
of Region 2 
a fantas=c, 
warm 
summer 
full of 
singing and 
flowers!
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Coaching with Jen Cooke



GRAND 
TRAVERSE 
SHOW 
CHORUS
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HEART OF ESSEX CHORUS Essex, Ontario ~~ Lori Depa;e 
Gree$ngs from the Heart of Essex Chorus! 

A 6er what seemed like an 
eternity we were thrilled 
to begin rehearsing in 

person in late February. We have 
been working on a few exci$ng 
new songs during the pandemic 
and it is a joy to stand on the 

risers and finally hear the four parts 
coming together in wonderful harmony. 

We would like to thank Region 2 RMT for con$nuing 
to engage and inspire us as we navigate our way 
through this pandemic. We were excited to have 
both Lois Kelly and Rosemary Purdy par$cipate in 
the Region 2 Virtual Chorus event in February. The 
ensemble’s rendi$on of “You’ve Got a Friend in Me” 
was delighRul! Throughout the pandemic the RMT 
has proved it is true…there is always something 
happening in Region 2! 

Spring has sprung here in Essex County and on June 
1 we will be gathering to install our newly elected 
Board. This will be our first in-person dinner in a 
very long $me and we look forward to sharing the 
evening with alumni and friends.  We would like to 
thank our board for their commitment to the chorus 
and for con$nuing to guide us through these 
unusual $mes. 

President: Kim Smith,  Vice-President: Cathy Fox,  
Treasurer: Karen Po[er-DanceyRecording Secretary: 
Connie Tatomir,  Corresponding Secretary: Robbie 
Lariviere 
Directors: Lori Depa$e, Celia Klassen, Erika Valvisori 
Congratula$ons to our well-deserving “From The 
Heart” recent recipients, Connie Tatomir, Karen 
Po[er-Dancey and Pat Tellier. These ladies exemplify 
what it means to be dedicated to the success of the 
Heart of Essex. 

A6er much considera$on our chorus decided not to 
enter the Region 2 Compe$$on in 2022. Although 
we had hoped to be back on the stage by now, we 
all agreed the $ming wasn’t right for us. That being 
said, we thoroughly enjoyed watching the 
compe$$on and cheering on all the wonderful 
quartets and choruses. Congratula$ons to the 
winners and bravo to each and every contestant! We 
hope to join you next year in person for a grand re-
union and a marvelous contest! 

As our chorus year comes to a 
close, we are sad to 
announce that our beloved 
Lois Kelly has re$red a6er 12 
wonderful years as our 
Director. This is a huge loss 
for the Heart of Essex and we 
will deeply miss her dynamic 
and skillful leadership. On a 
happy note, we are delighted 
Lois will be stepping up to the 

risers as our newest Bass! We want to thank Lois 
from the bo[om of our hearts for her years of 
dedica$on to the Heart of Essex and we wish her all 
the best as she enters the next chapter in her 
musical journey. 

Un$l we meet again, 
be well, be happy and 
keep on singing! 
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LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~~ Jo Kulik 

Well we made it! We seem to have endured the worst of Covid-19, emerging from two years of somewhat seclusion to 
reach the spring of 2022. 

The last few months have presented challenges as we climbed out of our Zoom tombs and re-entered our rehearsal halls to hear the 
sounds of harmony that we have missed so much. A goal to help us move on was contest of 2022, like no other we have ever 
experienced. 

London Chorus following the rules of: 
a) our provincial government,  
b) the local London-Middlesex Health Authority (and four others since we have members who travel distances to sing with us) and  
c) the condiLons and mandates dictated by the Anglican Diocese of London (we rehearse in and Anglican church) 

We began in person rehearsals in mid-March with no risers, vaccinaLon proof in hand, masks on and socially distanced. Strict rules 
were in place so breakout rooms were a challenge and our cleanup crew washed down every surface when we were done.  We had 
no idea at that point what April 30 would look like, but we journeyed on. 

In early April we made a video to support the people of Ukraine. It was distributed to many organizaLons where it can reach 
Ukrainian people all over the world displaced because of the war.   

Our board elecLons were run and the installaLon of our new board was completed with a fun evening. Those unable to aUend joined 
us on Zoom. 

Weekly rehearsals were very well aUended and every effort was put into polishing our contest package. Each week we felt an 
improvement in stamina and sound. Early choreo pracLces helped us to spiff up our movements and we became increasingly 
confident as the date drew closer. Julia led us each week with new challenges and posiLve energy. We knew that she was smiling 
behind her mask because she always does. 

Our newest member didn’t feel ready to perform, but she rolled up her sleeves and helped with the camera work, lighLng and was 
our compeLLon announcer.  Thank you Ann Marie. 

We did our best, were very pleased with the results then waited anxiously for the results. Two new medals hang around our necks, 
first in Division AA and second over all.  All of the medals, ribbons and accolades won this year by every chorus and quartet should be 
stamped Survivor!  We did it, we are back. 

Border Lakes Region 2 Border Lights SPRING 2022 Page 13B



London Chorus and new board of directors
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MOTOR CITY BLEND CHORUS Farmington Hills, Michigan ~~ Pam Reilly 

 Coun&ng Down to Phoenix! 

Hello Region 2, and congratula&ons to everyone who par&cipated in the video contest on April 30. We were thrilled to 
par&cipate, singing for evalua&on in prepara&on for the Interna&onal compe&&on in September.  

Frankenmuth was fun and welcoming. We enjoyed a fun “family dinner” at Zehnder’s aOerward and loved the fellowship we have all 
been missing these past two years. It was a great day! 

AOer a week of wai&ng for results, we were thrilled to learn our quartets were at the top. Congrats to “Girl Talk”, first place, and to 
“Spectrum”, second place! “Sublime” finished third in Region 17, with bass Andrea Simpson from MCB! The following Tuesday we 
had a medals ceremony for all, complete with flowers and special guest Vicki Gibson, who was on hand to hang a blue ribbon on her 
daughter Kendra LaPointe (bass) and Kathryn Summers (bari). LeAnn did the honors for Spectrum (Mindy Krueger, Louann 
Bobrovetski, Kelsey Braiden and Peggi Starkey), and also Andrea from Sublime. We finished with a “champagne” toast. MCB could 
not be more proud of our fabulous quartets! 

We congratulate Grand Harmony Chorus for the win, and all contestants who took part under difficult and unusual circumstances. 

Memorial Day weekend was exci&ng for MCB. Many of our members were able to check something off her personal bucket list, 
singing the Na&onal Anthem at a Detroit Tigers game! Fans enjoyed a home run performance by the chorus directed by LeAnn 
Hazleb. Members and guests totaling more than 100 people sat together and enjoyed the game. On Monday, we con&nued a long 
tradi&on of opening the Memorial Day Parade in Sterling Heights with some Patrio&c singing, under the “guest direc&on” of Sylvia 
Karpinsky. It is good to have an opportunity to honor all of the brave men and women who have served our country, many of whom 
paid the ul&mate price for our freedom. God Bless America! 

The Interna&onal Conven&on of SAi is finally going to 
happen, and soon. We are now focused on one thing - 
polishing our performance to our best possible level and 
preparing to represent you in Phoenix this September. 
Yes, September! 

AOer wai&ng so long, it seems like it is now rushing 
toward us at breakneck speed. We are coaching, and 
coaching, planning our rooming, transporta&on and all 
else that goes along with compe&&on. We hope to see 
many of you there with us, it should be a great &me. 

Some&mes things happen that change our world forever: 
wars, natural disasters, or global pandemics. How exci&ng 
that Sweet Adelines Interna&onal is adap&ng and 
surviving through COVID-19. We regret that some 
members were lost or very ill, but rejoice that we are s&ll 
able to “Harmonize the World.”  

Keep singing, Region 2, we love you! 
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Shara Snauwaert, Karen Harrison, Kathy Green, Mary 
Su, Dorothy Davenport, Andrea Strutz, Barb Christoff, 

Corinna Silberg, Pam Reilly



From MOTOR CITY BLEND 

QUARTETS 

GIRL TALK 

AND 

SPECTRUM
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SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Donna Sullivan 

A s we quickly approach the summer, 
the weather is warming, then 
cooling, then warming …. what else is 

new? It has been warm enough, though, to 
plant flowers and tend to the yard and 
gardens. We hope all survived the winter 
months safely and are in good health. 

The chorus is back to regular weekly rehearsal at All Saints 
parish hall on Wednesday evenings. The bridge is open for our 
U.S. members; and, aside from the ArriveCAN app, crossing is 
relaGvely easy. 

To bring you up to speed with Seaway Sounds, we had a very 
successful garage sale in May. Many inquisiGve shoppers, as 
well as a few past chorus members, stopped buy to pick up a 
one-of-a-kind treasure or an item they were convinced they 
could not live without. We also welcomed into the chorus, 
Janice Brown, a fine addiGon to our lead secGon. 

We had a lovely installaGon ceremony in May. Our 
management team consists of Diane Lambert, teamleader; Pat 
Mayer, secretary; Diane Lamarche, treasurer, BJ Swarts and 
Kayla Griffiths, membership; Barb Bell-Leaver, visual; Michelle 
St. Onge-Mitchell, director.  Stephanie Anger was our Sweet 
Adeline of the Year.  We also recognized Michelle on her 15th 
anniversary as director. Speaking of anniversaries, can you 
believe Seaway Sounds Chorus is celebraGng their 40th year?  
We all received a lovely mug recognizing this milestone.   

This year, Seaway Sounds established the “HERO” AppreciaGon 
Award. It is with great honor to announce that the chorus 
chose Diane Lambert to be the first recipient of this presGgious 
award. Diane’s commitment and dedicaGon to Seaway Sounds 
cannot be measured, and we are so grateful to have her at the 
helm and keeping us afloat! 

Seaway did not parGcipate in the Region 2 compeGGon this 
year. We do want to congratulate the chorus champions for 
2022, Grand Harmony, and the quartet champions for 2022, 
Girl Talk!   

Going forward, we have scheduled a fun-filled evening for 
August by bringing back our annual chorus summer party. Our 
invite list includes all of our past reGrees. We look forward to 
reminiscing and harmonizing with these wonderful ladies. Be 
sure that pictures of this event will be forthcoming. 

Seaway Sounds chorus will also be scheduling a “Boot Camp” 
membership drive on September 14, 21 and the 28th. We are 
in the planning stages for this event and hope to have the hall 
bursGng at the seams! 

Seaway Sounds wishes Region 2 a fun-filled, exciGng summer!
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A s winter 
began to 
fade 

away and we 
entered March, 
the reality of an 

actual Region 2 compe;;on began 
to take hold.  We were back to in-
person rehearsals since the new 
year began (with regula;on masks), 
and we were excited to welcome 
Renee Porzel for some coaching on 
March 8 as she helped bring us up 
to speed to recall our long-res;ng 
choreography.   

We s;ll, however, missed our 
Canadian members: Robbie, Cathy 
Fox, Vivian Doumani and Mary Ellen 
due to COVID restric;ons. Having 
some of them join us on Zoom just 
was not the same! And THEN, 
Vivian joined us once again 
(brought over by her daughter, 
thank goodness.) Hugs all around, 
and she was back in the game with 
us. Robbie has some major health 
issues and needs clearance from 
her doctors to rejoin us.   

Nancy Aird’s daughter, Heather, 
advises Nancy has had thyroid 
surgery recently. Her family is 
hopeful that this will correct all of 
Nancy’s health issues, especially her 
anxiety and depression. She is 
geWng much needed rest at 
Heather’s home. Jenny RobineYe, 
who is receiving treatments for her 
cancer, con;nues healing and is 
growing stronger. Our prayers are 
with these two con;nually. 

Renee Porzel’s Visual 
Communica;on video on February 
26 was terrific and leaves us with 
these comments: Make your 
performance real and genuine…
become an actress. Move and 
emote, sing to your grandchildren, 
your pets, etc. to make it very 
personal.” 

And then, on March 22, champion 
Jim Arns came to coach us and get 
us on the right track! We had 
certainly missed him, and soaked up 
every bit of direc;on and 
knowledge he shared with us, 
leaving that evening ;red but 
inspired!  

And then, hooray, Cathy Fox joined 
the chorus again, adding her 
dancing feet and lead voice to our 
small front row! She and Vivian are 
so very welcome.  

Day of Compe++on in 
Frankenmuth 

The plan was to meet up (as many 
as possible) in the Church of Christ 
parking lot to carpool. Thanks to 
Julia, we had the welcome use to 
rehearse, prepare ourselves, and 
build our excitement at St. John’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Frankenmuth from 2-4, then off to 
the Bronner Performing Arts Center 
for our entry to our paYern at 4:28 
p.m. 

God bless and keep East Pointe and 
Shoreline Sound’s beau;ful Marlene 
Babb. She is now with her Lord and 
at peace. About 12 of our Shoreline 
members were able to aYend her 
touching, warm and loving 
memorial on April 9 in Grand 
Rapids. What a genuine and 
deligheul family she has.   

The wait was finally over at 6 p.m. 
on May 14. Our Diane held a watch 
party for any Shoreline member 
(and friends) who came to her (and 
Cathie’s) home. Others who jumped 
on the Zoom link on their own were 
just as anxiously wai;ng too. 

Most Improved quartet is Girl Talk 
with a score of 639 points. Our Riot 
Act and Collage quartets both 
medaled in fourth and fihh places, 
respec;vely; and we are thrilled for 
them. Most Improved chorus is 
Grand Harmony who also won first 
overall with a score of 607. London 
Chorus placed first in Division AA 
(593) while our Shoreline placed 
second with a score of 553, and 
third overall. Congratula;ons to all 
par;cipants, and we have some 
work ahead of us, especially in the 
area of sync.  

On May 21, devasta;ng news came 
to us with the passing of kind and 
giving Keane Michelin. This was 
sudden and shocking. Many of us 
aYended a memorial for Keane in 
Trenton on May 25 and bonded 
with our Sweet Adelines sisters. RIP 
dear Keane. 
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Aria memorizing her 
lesson Collage Fifth Place Medalist

First-time Shoreline Sound regional 
singers

Jan Welsh, Leslie Rawlings 
and Their Quartet

Laura our Warrior in 
Contest

Riot Act Having a Riot

Marlene and Chorus 
Buddies

Nancy, Marlene and Martha




