
GRAND HARMONY WOMEN’S CHORUS Waterloo, Ontario ~~ Jane Stoltz
If you wake up and don't want to smile
If it takes just a little while
Open your eyes and look at the day 
You'll see things in a different way 
‘Don’t Stop’ by Fleetwood Mac

Grand Harmony Women’s Chorus 
members con4nue to sing,  learn 
from inspira4onal vocal coaches, 

 learn new music, have social fun ac4vi4es 
via Zoom and gather virtually each  Tuesd
ay evening. 

On January 25, our chorus joined in on a 
fabulous joint virtual rehearsal with Jen 
Cooke’s Scenic City Chorus in 
ChaHanooga, TN. This was lots of fun  
and encourage other choruses to consider 
par4cipa4ng in this ac4vity. 

In February, we welcomed our new 
director, Andrew Carolan. This has been a 
fantas4c accomplishment from the 
commiHees on moving forward with a 
plan. Each week, our weekly chorus 
rehearsals maintain a great aHendance 
through structured and non-structured 
rehearsals. 

On March 2, we had the privilege of Ka4e 
MacDonald, Bal4more, MD the bass of 
GQ Quartet join us and talk about 
naviga4ng through the change as we learn 
new skills to adapt to our interes4ng 
4mes. 

March 8, on Interna4onal Women’s Day, 
Grand Harmony Chorus launched a series 
of four marke4ng videos for the en4re 
month of March.  It’s most encouraging 
on how a member or members will step 
up and learn new skills and share their 
exper4se with the chorus.   

April 6, Kim Newcomb, Indianapolis, 
Indiana, baritone of ‘The Ladies Quartet’ 
joined our Tuesday evening rehearsal and 
taught us many different types of vocal 
exercises to strengthen our musical 
instrument.  

Open your eyes and look at the day 
You'll see things in a different way. 
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW 
CHORUS  Traverse City, 
Michigan ~~ Sally McCoy 
 

Up o n 
stepping in 
t h e d o o r, 

m y g l a s s e s 
s t e a m e d u p 
immediately that 
f rosty n ight in 

January 2017, so my 
first glimpse of the place was literally a 
blur. A lady I had talked to earlier that 
day, (turned out to be Sue Provenzano, 
President/Membership Chair) gave me 
a warm hug of welcome, and set me 
loose on the floor of what would 
become my home on Tuesday nights 
from then on, unMl about a year ago. 

From the outside it looked like any 
other upper-mid range women’s 
clothing store: Korat, in a strip mall. 
But when my glasses were cleaned, I 
didn’t see racks of dresses and slacks 
but rather, animated women full of 
chaTer and laughter and song. All kinds 
of shoes and boots full of vibrant ladies 
darted onto and off of the yawning 
risers that provided the plaVorm with 
which we could all find our feet, and all 
get our bearings. 

Our chorus was chartered in April of 
1954, (my birth year!) and ours was one 
of the early chapters of Sweet Adelines 
InternaMonal, but my own personal 
history with barbershopping has been 
relaMvely short. I am one of the newest 
members of Grand Traverse Show 
Chorus, so the Korat locaMon was the 
only one I knew for my “growing up 
years” with this amazing organizaMon. 

Here is where we greeted so many 
wonderful coaches over the years: Kim 
Wonders, Cindy Hansen, Mo Field, 
Kerry Denino, Molly Huffman, and 
Kendra LaPointe spring to mind. This is 
where we hosted workshops and 
gathered neighboring choruses from 
both sides of the bridge, including folks 
from Motor City Blend, a four-hour 
drive away. This is where the ficng 
rooms at the back of what had been a 

clothing store became secMonal 
cubicles. (If you can’t find your note 
with seven basses and a roll up piano in 
a 5’ square space, you might want to 
consider a different pasMme.) This is 
w h e r e w e p r e p a r e d f o r o u r 
performance on the MGM stage for 
InternaMonal compeMMon in Las Vegas 
in October 2017 — where we had our 
“Doll Wall” — a hunky celebrity spice-
jar mix of photos tacked to the wall 
behind Jill Watson, our director, to 
inspire our contest song “Oh, You 
BeauMful Doll.”   

Here is where the finely-made intricate 
dolls, each a unique piece of art in 
itself, made by our beloved singing 
sister, Perrie Knorr, were assembled 
and then given to the dozen or so lucky 
numbered Mcket holders, in memory 
and tribute to their creator. We sang at 
Perrie’s funeral service six weeks ajer 
we had all sung together on stage in 
Vegas.  

Blessedly, death passed over our 
membership during the pandemic, but 
we did not, as a chorus, escape 
unscathed. There was loss to be 
suffered among our ranks and sadly our 
numbers dwindled nearly in half from 
our Las Vegas peak populaMon. A 
sterling silver lining of that cloud was 
our “new to us” but experienced Sweet 
Adeline and solid baritone Betsy Dee 
Thalmann Leavell who, for the most 
part, we learned to love over a 
computer screen. We sang sMll, of 
course, in our own homes and 
connected with the power of Zoom 
technology, which was unworkable for 
a few of us. We had great coaching 
through this format, though: notably 
from Anne Downton, and also Nan 
Wardin. 

Our 2019 regional performance was 
criMqued online by Sharon Babb and 
BeTy Clipman during a Regional Virtual 
EducaMon presentaMon, which was 
thrilling for us! Mo & Amelia treated us 
with wonderful Beatles-a-Day Edu-
tainment, via Zoom. Jill Watson, our 
Master Director, proved herself a 
master at innovaMon and intrigue with 
her ideas to keep us engaged and 
present in our singing skills. We also 
took Mme to have fun and strengthen 

our sisterly bond through Happy Hour 
Fridays for awhile, and with a well-
aTended Christmas party, where four 
among our membership received their 
20-year longevity awards! We also 
produced two-and-a-half virtual videos, 
one for the winter holiday season, one 
for ValenMne’s Day (which was 
addiMonally featured in a virtual 
co n c e r t o f N o r t h e r n M i c h i ga n 
performers, live-streamed throughout 
the state during the lockdown) and one 
for the spring called “Let’s Sing Again!” 
because that’s how we all feel. This 
latest producMon will be released 
within a few weeks — look for it! 

G r a n d Tr a v e r s e S h o w C h o r u s 
weathered th is pandemic year 
relaMvely well, partly because we were 
already poised for change long before 
the coronavirus befell our collecMve 
consciousness. We had already been 
given a year ’s noMce that the 
landowner of our Korat chorus home 
was having the enMre strip mall 
demolished in order to rebuild. To 
prepare for our coming relocaMon to 
parts unknown, GTSC held a massive, 
well-coordinated rummage sale in that 
Korat building during August 2019, 
ostensibly to help fund our Louisville, 
KY trip to perform on the InternaMonal 
stage. The reducMon in chorus “stuff” 
and the money raised during that 
public sale turned out to be SO Mmely, 
given the unforeseen twist that fate 
would take during 2020! 

About that Mme in 2019, our board 
assembled a commiTee to find us a 
new rehearsal spot. Every board 
meeMng for a while, the relocaMon 
commiTee would report some maybes, 
a few hard “nos” and unfortunately, 
nothing that warranted anything close 
to a “yes” for us to look forward to. It 
appeared there was a lack of rehearsal 
space around the area of Traverse City, 
and apparently many musicians and 
performance arMsts were out looking 
for suitable quarters for their ensemble 
or band. 

Con$nued on page 3B
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS con3nued from 
previous page 
 
One of our reloca,on commi/ee members, Tracy Haver, found 
and sort of fell in love with a nearby church / rectory 
combina,on that was up on the real estate market. Tracy had 
design plans in her head the moment she saw the place, but 
no one else was quite as knocked out by the vision as Tracy 
was. Being the capable, industrious Sweet Adeline that she is, 
Tracy purchased the property, leased the rectory to a family 
that needed a place to live, and followed her dream of 
conver,ng the church to a rehearsal / performance venue.  
Tracy stepped up to the plate and executed a significant 
improvement to Northern Michigan: a mee,ng place available 
for par,es, presenta,ons and performances by reserva,on. All 
during the ,me of the Michigan lockdown, Tracy set about 
craIing Pine Hall. She is now in the home stretch, polishing the 
fine details. When Grand Traverse Show Chorus collec,vely 
agreed to meet again in person for the first ,me on May 4, 
(aIer over a year of following the CDC recommenda,ons to 
maintain physical distance) Pine Hall was simultaneously 
becoming a finished, totally remodeled building. 

Our future as a chorus is secure enough to ensure survival past 
this wild ,me in human history, but there are so many 
ques,ons that cannot yet be answered. While we are living in 
those ques,ons, we are not able to commit right now to any 
contracted rehearsal space. Meanwhile, it is wonderfully 
refreshing that Tracy’s generosity has allowed us to be the first 
to kick off her new enterprise, and fill her new venue with 
song. 

The FIRST music heard in newborn Pine Hall was emi/ed 
through a bass sec,onal with three basses: Tracy Haver, Ka,e 
Dunham and Sally McCoy. We brought in a lead, Roberta Goff, 
to make some sense of our “dum-da-dums” and the rest is 
history. We laughed and sang and pranced our fool heads off, 
and it was fantas,c! 

A few days later, on May 4, the chorus as a whole showed up, 
masked and raring to get going back to our former most 
marvelous sound. To say we are filled with joy to be together 
again would be an understatement. It might take a few 
Tuesday evenings to get back our rockin’ rhythm, but we will 
get there! We are now relieved of the depriva,on we have 
bravely suffered, and are delighted to be reunited, 
reassembled and set upon our unknown, adventurous future 
as a Mighty Sweet Adeline Chorus!   

If there is a lesson to be had from being isolated, separated, 
and distanced from each other physically for so long, I think it 
might have to do with learning how important loca,ons can 
be. How taking a slice of room on the planet and filling it 
con,nually, week aIer week, with love, friendship and 
commonly-held endeavor can and does elevate that space and 
make it a realm for real life magic, the kind of magic we have 
all found, all over the world, in Sweet Adelines. 

Much love on behalf of Grand Traverse Show Chorus  
to Region 2. 
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HEART of ESSEX CHORUS Essex, Ontario ~~ Debra DiDomenico and Joyce Clarke 

Happy Spring from the 
Heart of Essex 
Chorus. Vaccines are 

progressing slowly, but our 
leaders have promised that all 
Canadians will receive both 
their shots by September.  
Ontario is in lockdown again 
unAl May 20. We will conAnue 

to adhere to the COVID 
guidelines, so that we can hopefully be together sooner than 
expected. 

Upon compleAon of 35 years, we would like to recognize our 
acAve founding members. They were instrumental in 
chartering our chorus, and had the dream and work ethic to 
start us on our 35 year journey: 

Pat Tellier, Cathy Fox, and Mary Ellen Demeris — we salute you. 
Speaking of founding members, we were saddened this year by 
the loss of our former mentor and director, Dolores Foreman.  
She was very special, caring, and the most posiAve lady we 
have ever met. Dolores was well known throughout the 
organizaAon over her 58 years of membership. She was a 
treasure to all, and we’ve lost a piece of our “Heart.” Rest in 
peace Dolores. We will miss you dearly. 

We held a lovely Installa/on on Zoom conducted by Fran 
Ferguson. Our new board was installed, and we thank them 

for their commitment to the chorus. Their posi/ons are: 

President: Kim Smith 
Vice-President: Cathy Fox 

Treasurer: Karen PoIer-Dancey 
Recording Secretary: Connie Tatomir 

Corresponding Secretary: Robbie Lariviere 
Directors: Celia Klassen, Lori Depa/e, Debra DiDomenico 

We would like to recognize and congratulate the following 
members who will be receiving their  

longevity pins upon our return: 
Lois Kelly – 40 years 
Cathy Fox – 40 years 

Mary Ellen Demeris – 35 years 
Lindy Fazekas – 30 years 
Fran Ferguson – 20 years 

Debbie Last – 10 years 
Erika Valvasori – 5 years 

The Dolores Foreman Miss Congeniality 
Award was iniAated by Dolores 19 years ago.  
It is voted on by our chorus members, and 
recognizes someone with the following traits 
– friendly, helpful, sociable, genuine, 
enjoyable disposiAon, sympatheAc, 
agreeable, gets along with everyone, and 

pleasant. In tribute to Dolores, who as menAoned above 
passed away this year, we decided to recognize her as a 
lifeAme recipient for 2021 and onward. 
  
Our final awards were for our Unsung Hero recipients. They are 
someone who in the past year went above and beyond the call 
of duty, working behind the scenes, making a big difference, 
people weren’t aware of what they did, and probably didn’t 
get the recogniAon they deserved. Two of the recipients were 
outgoing president Debra DiDomenico who held the posiAon 
for seven years, as well as Joyce Clarke who is reAring from 
Sweet Adelines a^er 34 years. Our final well-deserved winner 
was our fearless leader – director Lois Kelly. She conAnues to 
come up with well-planned Zoom rehearsals, and is always 
searching the web for ideas, and new songs, to keep us 
moAvated and focused. Thank you for your commitment Lois, 
during these trying Ames. 

Friends, please adhere to the guidelines, keep safe, and stay 
well. Let’s get vaccinated so that the border can open, and we 
can meet in person.
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LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~~ Jo Kulik 

Spring has sprung, the grass is ris . . . and 
Ontario is in lockdown yet again. Our COVID-19 
numbers are too high to encourage social 

gatherings, so we are doing as instructed and 
keeping to ourselves and sBll laughing together and 
learning new songs. Most of us appear to have 
received the vaccine and we have a task force in 
place to devise a plan for our return to in-person 
rehearsals. 
   During our weekly rehearsals we have 
explored a variety of musical 
experiences. We worked on rhythm by 
listening to different instruments and 
discussing how they add to the music. 
We have held several internal trivia 
events with bragging rights going to the winners. We 
viewed a number of YouTube videos of our 
performances (who knew we were on YouTube?) 
and other groups some barbershop, some not. We 
even had a chair yoga session which was so good to 
release the tension that gets in the way of our 
singing. 
   In March each Wednesday evening was dedicated 
to a different voice part, providing an opportunity 
for members to tell us why they chose that part and 
we heard about how each one fits into our songs. 
We heard from individual members of each secBon 
and then performed a song of their choosing which 
highlighted their secBon. 

In early April we celebrated our Zoomaversary with 
a fesBve evening. The highlight was a poem created 
by Mary McEwan (see aQached) and our picture and 
poem were featured on the internaBonal website.  
Yeah London! 
   We accepted the invitaBon to join Carillon Belles 
for their coaching session with Kim Wonders and 
enjoyed the connecBon with another chorus besides 
learning some new techniques. 

Keeping our members engaged outside 
of rehearsal is important to us, so we 
post pictures from our archives and 
invite comments. Many good stories 
have been shared at Happy Hour on 
Fridays where we are oZen surprised by 

the arrival of a guest! 
   We welcomed two newbies to our family lately 
and hope some day they may be on the risers with 
us.  Morgan Rylee Stokes (granddaughter of Susan 
and great granddaughter of Marg) arrived in March 
and Elena Gordon (daughter of Marea) entered the 
world at the end of April. 
   So onward we dance to a brighter future where we 
will be able to meet, sing and perform just like we 
used to!  That day will come and we will be well 
prepared.  UnBl then we conBnue to Harmonize the 
World through Zoom. (ConBnued next page) 
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MOTOR CITY BLEND CHORUS Farmington Hills, Michigan ~~ Pamela Reilly 

Gree$ngs, Region 2 from Motor City 
Blend. We begin by expressing our 
apprecia$on to the Regional 

Management Team, who has kept the Region 2 
members engaged with fun and informa$ve 
Zoom programs this year. The quality of the 

faculty and programming is outstanding, thanks so much! 

With respect for the guidelines of the CDC and SAI, we’ve been 
holding Zoom rehearsals and coaching sessions un$l the $me 
is right for in-person singing together. (Wow, I get a rush just 
thinking about it, don’t you?) We are pleased to welcome two 
new dual members from Northern Blend Chorus: Jamie 
Ziolkowski (lead), and RuthAnn Cass (baritone). It was very 
exci$ng to accept these ladies who passed their audi$ons via 
Zoom. You are both rock stars in our eyes! We completed our 
first virtual song performance! The selec$on was “It’s the 
Music that Keeps us Together,” and the digital mixing was 
completed by Sylvia Karpinsky’s very talented son. It was a 
challenge, but worth it! We shed tears when the final product 
was introduced, just to hear the chorus sing a new song for the 
first $me in so long! Hopefully, your chorus has also discovered 
a way to learn and perform together this year. 

Our fundraising efforts con$nued in spite of the pandemic. We 
successfully held a holiday evergreen sale, a raffle, and most 
recently, spring flower sale! Thanks to Jewel and Jim Sechler, 
who provided their front yard as the pickup loca$on! 

On the 13th of May, our beloved associate member Linda 
Clements will be installing (via Zoom) our new board of 
directors and chapter officers: Shara Snauwaert, president; 
Pam Reilly, vice president; Sandy Worswick, secretary; and 
Dorothy Davenport, treasurer. Also on the board will be Deb 
Steiffel, Mary Su, Samantha Fisher, Barb Christoff, Becki 
Mayberry and Corinna Silberg. Leaving the board will be Traci 
Mar$n, immediate past president, Jewel Sechler and Brook 
Tucker. We appreciate the willingness of each and every one to 
serve our chorus, thank you so very much! 

Region 2’s Conven$on and Compe$$on in the Spring of 2022 
will be the most exci$ng and special $me we have shared in a 
long $me (maybe ever). It will be our pleasure and honor to be 
the hostess chapter, and plans are already forming for the 
glorious reunion. One thing we know for certain, there will 
have to be a generous line item in the budget for $ssues, as 
there WILL be happy tears, and lots of them! 

Love to everyone from MCB!

Border Lakes Region 2 Border Lights Spring 2021 Page 7B



SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Donna Sullivan 

Do you have Zoom fa-gue? I believe it is becoming a real thing, but we must look at the posi-ve. This past year, we have come
to realize how fortunate we are to have the technology to con-nue seeing and visi-ng with our sisters in song. It will make
mee-ng in person that much sweeter. We will also savor the moment we create the barbershop harmony  live and in person.

As we ease back into our sense of normalcy, take it all in and remember this is why we are all Sweet Adelines! 

A couple years back, we were repor-ng on our experiences at regional 
contest at this -me of year. I am confident that repor-ng will resume in 
2022. For 2021, we can report on our virtual installa-on night. Plenty of 
adult beverages were observed as we toasted the induc-on of Seaway 
Sounds Management Team 2021-2022.  

At our installa-on, host/installing officer, Michelle St.Onge-Mitchell, 
sowed much confusion in all of us when she began to announce our Sweet 
Adeline of the Year! I did not remember having the opportunity to vote, and later, to find out, everyone else was swea-ng the same 
thought. What a pleasant surprise to learn that it was determined that we ALL are the Sweet Adeline of the Year for our dedica-on 
and commitment to the chorus during these unprecedented -mes. So congratula-ons to Michelle, Rose, Diane, Pat, Diane, B J, Barb, 
Margaret Anne, Donna, Ev and Stephanie! 

2021 Sweet Adelines of the Year

Rose, Pat, Diane, Diane, Donna, B J, Ev,

Barb, Stephanie, Margaret Anne,

Michelle (not pictured)

Border Lakes Region 2 Border Lights Spring 2021 Page 8B

Team Leader:	 Diane Lambert

Secretary:	 Pat Mayer

Treasurer;	 Diane Lamarche

Membership:	 B J Swarts

Visual:	 Barb Bell-Leaver

Director:	 Michelle St.Onge-Mitchell	

A t this -me, I would like to introduce to you our assistant director, Rose Johnston. Rose joined Seaway 
Sounds Chorus in 1997. Who could resist the offer of “Free Vocal Lessons in the Barbershop Style,” 
she thought. At that -me, the chorus was under the direc-on of John Noteware, and it was 

determined that Rose was a true baritone. Singing harmony comes naturally to Rose, and the baritone fit 
has endured the test of -me. Rose has enjoyed baritone in numerous chorus ensembles and quartets. The 
last chords sung at most rehearsals are likely with Rose in the parking lot. 

Rose started her path toward direc-ng by ini-ally accep-ng the role as baritone sec-on leader which lead to 
enrolling in regional “Arm Waving” classes. Rose accepted the role of assistant director under the leadership 
of our current director, Michelle St.Onge-Mitchell. Her current goal of comple-ng the Director Cer-fica-on 
Program is ongoing. 

Rose is the mother of two daughters and three sons. She is the grandmother of four. Musical talent runs in her family, as her grandson 
is the lead singer in a local band, War on the Floor. You can view their recent music video, Off the Wall, on YouTube. Rose, a self-
employed domes-c engineer, also enjoys gardening and crea-ng stained glass art, but her love of barbershop harmony reigns supreme. 
Seaway Sounds chorus is fortunate to have this lovely and talented lady!



SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS  Royal Oak, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche  

One month down and gone in 
2021, and COVID was s7ll with 
us; enough to keep us from 

gathering together again as our beloved 
chorus. Our Zoom mee7ngs con7nued 
every Tuesday, some7mes with special 
guests such as Renee Porzel who 
perfectly described the new judging 
category of visual communica7on. I 
think she was as happy to “see” us as 
we were to see her! BiNer cold seNled 
in on us in the beginning of February, 
reminding us it was WINTER IN 
MICHIGAN! 

A few of our members were able to be 
“chosen” to receive the COVID 
vaccines; others, were or s7ll are 
wai7ng to be no7fied. To help us relive 
the wonderful 7mes, Sheila posted 
many photos of our Shoreline in years 
past – in assorted costumes. In 
par7cular, those of us who 
remembered the Toy Soldier set, 
reminisced about this crea7ve package 
— definitely excelling in the visual 
communica7on category.  

 

Reflec7ng back when I first joined this 
loving chorus, my story goes like this: 

Music has always been an important 
part of my life, first as a child learning 
to harmonize popular songs and 
“oldies” with my Mom, who sang alto 
while I sang soprano. Then, you could 
not keep me away from girls chorus and 
glee, par@cipa@ng in renowned Cooley 
High’s concerts. LiEle did I know there 
was a singin’ sistah at Cooley, one who 
would introduce me to the best years of 
my life, singing a cappella music with 
East Pointe (now Shoreline Sound.) 

While browsing through 
Classmates.com, I discovered – enrolled 
at Cooley a couple of years behind me, 
was Nancy (Holweger) Aird, Shoreline’s 
membership chairman – who believes 
in Sweet Adelines with all her heart and 
soul. I brought my 1961 yearbook to a 
Shoreline rehearsal one evening, early 
on aSer joining and learning Nancy was 
an alumnus, and we poured over the 
yearbook, sharing Cooley happenings, 
discussing classmates and faculty and 
brightened both our lives with the 
knowledge we had graduated from this 
respected school. We had never known 
each other while aEending (my 
gradua@ng class was enormous at 520) 
but we were des@ned to become friends 
in Sweet Adelines, connected by the 
love of music. 

I have now been with Sweet Adelines 
going on 28 years; knowing Nancy and 
par@cipa@ng in the purest form of 
Americana music – barbershop – has 
doubly enriched my life. I am blessed 
with a terrific husband of 54 years, as 
well as good health; I am of the firm 
belief that music adds much to your life. 

Our Linda LiddicoaN (Liddi) needed a 
birthday celebra7on (March 15) so we 
joyfully gave her one, devo7ng our 
en7re Zoom mee7ng to her birthday 
and remembering all our good 7mes 
with her as our director. Many thanks 
to Mary Patrick for coordina7ng this 
and even bringing Liddi her favorite KFC 
dinner, plus cupcake! 

The mayor of Harper Woods, a 
neighbor of JoAnn Kramer’s, has given 
accolades about JoAnn. Of course, we 
already know what a wonderful person 
Jo is.  Now the whole east side knows 
it! 

Happy Spring to everyone; soon you’ll 
be plan7ng your flowers and maybe 
vegetables. It has to warm up (and stay 
warm!) soon. 

More on next page 
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