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Wow! What an overwhelming feeling of love and sisterhood. For the first time, 
Girl Talk competed both as a quartet and with Motor City Blend on the “big 

stage” and we can’t wait to do it again and again! There is nothing like having 
your sisters in harmony cheering you on and showering you with love and then 
being able to join them on stage and sing your hearts out all together. While we 
are exhausted after a very busy week, we wouldn’t have had it any other way. As 
a first-time chorus competitor, I was able to experience a kind of electricity that 
bonds a chorus onstage and allows you to sing the plan while lifting each other 

to new heights. I love my quartet, and we love our MCB gals! 

~ Holli Houtz and Girl Talk quartet ~

Girl Talk Quartet



Riot Act Quartet 
It's been a while, eh? Let's see what we've been doing since earning our fourth place medals at our spring contest! Of 

course, like everyone else, we're learning new music. We even had a surprise crasher at one of our rehearsals! Tenor 
of The Vibe Quartet, Abby Sella, stopped in to say howdy! 

In August, we were happy to assist Capital A Cappella Chorus in their concert in East Lansing. It was called "A Night of A 
Cappella.” We shared the stage with Mackinac Express quartet, Fleetwood Four quartet, Capital City Chordsmen 
Chorus, and Fenton Lakes Chorus. What a fun night!  

Later in August, we helped the Calvary Community Church of Flint celebrate their 60th anniversary. It was a service full 
of music! Thanks to Sandy Burns for asking us to participate in this milestone. Following this performance, two of us, 
headed north to Harrisville State Park for Harmony Weekend over Labor Day weekend. Cindy and Nancy play a big role 
in organizing singers and music. Coming up, we're preparing for the Christmas season. We'll be singing in Frankenmuth 
at a date to be determined. If you want to come and see us, keep a watchful eye on our Facebook page! We'll also be 
singing at the Wayne Open Air Market on November 20. This is a new one for us and we're very excited about it!  

Congratulations to all our Region 2 competitors to the International competition! What a spectacular showing! We 
couldn't be more proud of all of you! We're also looking forward to seeing everyone at Fall Regional in October. We just 
can't wait! Until then! Keep singing! We're sending our love to all of you! 
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A CAPPELLA BELLA CHORUS Muskegon, Michigan ~~ Kathy Niergarth 

Hello from West Michigan. The Bellas have had a busy summer, and it feels good to realize 
that life is getting back to normal. ✦ We moved into our new space, a beautiful community 
room at Nelson Place Apartments in downtown Muskegon, the end of May. Several residents 

have joined us for a rehearsal or popped their heads in the door to let us know how much they 
enjoy our music. ✦ In June, the Bellas welcomed new lead Denise Randall Fethke to the chorus. 
Denise drives over an hour one way to be at rehearsal, and we are so excited that she chose to 
join us with her beautiful voice and spirit. Prospective baritone Lori Vickers has attended two 
rehearsals and will be auditioning soon. ✦ We finally had our “Accessorize and Vocalize” indoor 
garage sale June 25. We started planning this event in 2019. Chorus members donated their 
gently used purses, shoes, jewelry, scarves, hats, and beach coverups for the sale, which easily 
filled the hall at St. John’s Episcopal Church. We didn’t have the foot traffic we hoped for, but 
we had fun. Baritone Julie Bredin arranged to take the leftover jewelry and scarves to the Muskegon Flea Market, and 
we donated the rest of the goods to Love in Action’s resale shop in Grand Haven and to St. Ann’s Home in Grand Rapids. 
✦ The Bellas participated in the North Muskegon Parade on a perfect summer evening in August. Many onlookers sang 
and danced to our renditions of “Locomotion” and “The Lion Sleeps Tonight.” After the parade, we stopped at the 
Valkyrie Restaurant in North Muskegon for a late meal and more singing. The restaurant went above and beyond to 
accommodate us by keeping the kitchen open after 9 p.m. The food was delicious, and we gave the staff a standing 
ovation before we departed. ✦ We celebrated the end of summer with our annual potluck at baritone Cathryn 
Marshall’s family cottage on Lake Michigan. We were treated to a spectacular sunset, but a strong northwest wind 
pushed us indoors for our rehearsal. ✦ Musically, we are polishing “The Armed Forces Medley” for the Grand Haven Elks 
Veteran’s Day Luncheon Nov. 12. We will also be performing at the St. Patrick’s/St. Anthony’s Arts and Craft Show that 
day. We’ve pulled out our Christmas folders to begin preparation for our Christmas Concert Dec. 4, so fall is shaping up 
to be another busy season. 
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The Bellas welcomed new 
member lead Denise 

Randall Fethke June 22.

Bellas Denise Fethke, Cheryl Moe, Karen 
Avdek, Cin Bolt, Sharon Emerson, Birdie 

Lorenz and director Marilee Wexstaff 
model some of the items available at our 

Accessorize and Vocalize sale.

Bellas Louie Mertz, Sharon 
Emerson, Rhonda Hall, Julie Bredin, 
Birdie Lorenz and Marilee Wexstaff 
took a ride on the new Grand Haven 

Trolley.
The Bellas participated in the North 

Muskegon parade in August.

The Bellas gathered at baritone Cathryn 
Marshall’s family cottage Sept. 21. 

Prospective member Lori Vickers is in the 
back row, second from the left.

Sunset at the cottage 9/21/22



FENTON LAKES CHORUS Linden, Michigan ~~ Nancy Liedel 

We've been quite busy since last we met! Our regional competition was a breath of fresh 
air! Back on stage, seeing many of our friends, singing and singing and singing! We 
spent our summer learning new music. We are happy to announce that our director, 

Jeanne Lundberg is back on her feet, fully healed from her broken ankle, and back in cute 
shoes! 

Fenton Lakes Chorus was invited to assist Capital A Capella Chorus in their concert and 
membership drive. The concert was called "A Night of A Cappella.” We were joined by Mackinac 
Express, Capital City Chordsmen, Fleetwood Four, and Riot Act! We were honored to be the 
demo chorus for their education day called Barbershop 101 with the incomparable Mo Field. A 
great day! 

Currently, we're preparing for a singer search to take place on October 19. And since it's the 
"Ber" months, it time again for us to start getting ready for our marathon singing in 
Frankenmuth all through the Christmas season. This is always so much fun! We look forward to it 
every year. If you want to do some great Christmas shopping and hear some great singing, come on up! We're there 
every weekend between Thanksgiving and Christmas! Chorus on Saturdays and our chorus quartets on the Sundays.  

We have to say that we're very excited that our upcoming regional contest will be a full in-person event! We also want 
to thank our convention committee and the regional management team for everything they have done to keep us 
moving forward in the face of all the obstacles that have been placed in our path. Our teams are the best! 

Congratulations to all our representatives to the International competition. Region 2 was well represented! Bravo to all 
of you! Looking forward to seeing many of you in October at Fall Regional! Stay safe and sing . . . a lot! 
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GRAND HARMONY CHORUS Waterloo Region, Ontario ~~ Jane Stoltz 

Music brings harmony to the world! 

Our chorus had a three-
week holiday break (July 
1-18) and returned to both
in-person and virtual
rehearsals all throughout
the summer. We reviewed
some past songs and learned
new songs which we will be
singing at an upcoming
community performance on
Saturday, September 17.

We welcomed new guests all 
throughout the summer and 
fall – welcome! 

In July upon our return from 
summer break, our chorus 
had a fun rehearsal night on 
having our very own “In 
House Competition” with 
our members. Each group 
was given one song out of 
three previously learned, 
called “It’s a Good Day,” 
“With a Little Help from my 
Friends” and “Don’t Stop,” 
and given 20 minutes to 
rehearse with a small group 
of 6-8 members (in four-part 
harmony.) We then 
performed the song in front 
of our members and 
received comments from our 
audience members.  I 
encourage other groups to 
try this on one of your 
rehearsal nights! Fantastic 
fun!   

Committee meetings commenced again in August for management, music team, show, and marketing, membership and 
performance. September is a busy month for weekly rehearsals, auditions all month long, group practices, and singing 
at our first fall performance at a local music festival! Thank you to all of our committees – your dedication to the 
chorus is excellent! 

Stay tuned for more information coming on our Christmas show. Details will be coming soon on social media and on 
Region 2 upcoming events. 

Grand Harmony Chorus has an exciting journey ahead of us with some upcoming Christmas community performances, 
our Christmas show and any other pop-up event that would just happen throughout the fall.   

Let music bring harmony to your world! 

Border Lakes Region 2 Border Lights FALL 2022 Page 5B



Grand  
Harmony
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HEART OF ESSEX CHORUS Maidstone, Ontario ~~ Lori Depatie 
 
Greetings from the Heart of Essex Chorus! 

Summer has flown by and fall will be upon us before we know it. Life in 
Southwestern Ontario is, for the most part, normal again. Although Covid is still 
with us it is no longer dominating the news or having a huge impact on our 

activities. I am sure you will all agree, it is wonderful to be able to share our love of 
harmony with the community once again. 

We are adjusting as a chorus to the retirement of our dear director Lois Kelly. 
Although we miss her talent and leadership deeply, we are thrilled to have her with 
us on the risers filling out our sound with her marvelous bass tones. 

We have embarked on a search for our next director and are hoping it won’t take long 
to find our perfect match. In the meantime, we are thrilled to have one of our 
members, Erika Valvasori, step up to the plate as interim director. Erika has an 
excellent musical background and is doing a fabulous job motivating us and getting us 
ready for upcoming performances. We are grateful that she has agreed to mentor us 
in the interim even though she and her husband have recently retired and are eager 
to devote some of their new free time to travelling. She keeps telling us she would 
rather be on the risers, but she is doing a wonderful job leading us along and we are 
thankful. If you know of anyone who may be interested in directing our chorus please 
encourage them to visit our website at http://www.heartofessex.com for more 
details. 

Our summer party in mid August was a marvelous occasion! Kathy Hogan invited us to celebrate at her spacious 
lakefront apartment overlooking the Cedar Creek Marina and Lake Erie. After an amazing feast, we retired to the 
waterfront balcony for pictures and of course, singing! The sun was setting and as the sailboats made their way to 
shore we were greeted with applause and requests for “one more song.” It was a wonderful evening and a great way to 
get us excited about preparing for fall performances. 

As contest comes into view we want to wish all our Region 2 competitors the very best of luck as they take their place 
on the risers in Phoenix. We will be keeping our eyes on our dual members as they shine on stage with their other 
chorus. Rip a lip, girls! 

We want to wish our Region 2 singing sisters a healthy and happy fall season. 

See you at Region 2 Fall Music School!
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Our beautiful Interim 
Director Erika Valvasori

Heart of Essex Summer Celebration!

http://www.heartofessex.com/


HEART of ESSEX CHORUS  
seeks DIRECTOR 
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Regrettably, we announce that our 
beloved Lois Kelly has stepped down as 
Director of the Heart of Essex Chorus.  
Her devotion and commitment will be 
sorely missed, and we wish her all the 
best in her future endeavors. Together, 
under her tutelage, we have made 
tremendous improvements.  Our 
continued journey is very exciting as we 
strive forward to achieve musical 
excellence. Heart of Essex Chorus is an 
amazing warm and friendly chorus of 16 
women with a history of +30 years.  We 
are seeking an energetic and ambitious 
Director who can help us improve our 
musical skills, increase our membership, 
and reach our goals. We rehearse every 
Wednesday night at St. Mary’s Parish, 
1240 Maidstone, Ontario. This is near 
the Town of Essex in the Heart of Essex 
County! To apply to be our Director, 
please visit our chorus website at http://
www.hear to fessex.com for more 
information, as well as instructions for 
submitting an application and resume.  If 
you wish,  contact Connie Tatomir at 
conniet9@sympatico.ca or Kim Smith at 
khustler@hotmail.com and they can 
assist in providing details.

http://www.heartofessex.com
http://www.heartofessex.com
mailto:conniet9@sympatico.ca
mailto:khustler@hotmail.com


LONDON CHORUS London, Ontario ~~ Jo Kulik 

It was a quiet summer for London Chorus as we took a long break in July and 
then had a week off in August. It gave us an opportunity to get outside, soak 
up some Vitamin D and return to rehearsal refreshed to prepare for the year 

ahead. 

In late August, we were asked to sing the national anthem at a London Majors 
playoff baseball game. It was a beautiful night and the players were so 
impressed with our assistant director managing the rough grounds shortly 
after having knee replacement surgery, that they signed a game ball and sent 
it home with us. It was presented to Debby Elliott the following week at 
rehearsal. 

During the pandemic, a small group had been meeting each Tuesday morning 
on Zoom for a coffee hour. We decided to do a road trip early in September 
before the weather started to change and we met at the Cortland Bakery for 
our weekly visit. A good time was had by all and rumour has it one of our 
group actually started her Christmas shopping. 

Plans got underway for a membership event in early September and with a 
great plan and an amazing membership team we had a very successful night. 
The entire chorus jumped on board and we welcomed 19 guests, many of 
whom have indicated a plan to return. 

We finished that rehearsal in time to cheer for Girl Talk’s performance at International. We were so proud of them!  
Congratulations as well to Grand Traverse Show Chorus, Motor City Blend and First Class. What a great contest! 
It looks like the year ahead has promise of change and excitement! 
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MOTOR CITY BLEND CHORUS Farmington Hills, Michigan ~~ Pam Reilly 

Hello, Region 2! When we qualified for the International chorus competition in the Spring of 2019, we never 
dreamed that we would not actually have that opportunity until September of 2022. So much happened in the 
meantime, and we faced many heartaches and challenges along the way, but perseverance paid off and we hit the 

big stage in Phoenix on September 15. As most of you know, we made the top ten, therefore earning the right to 
perform our entertainment package in the finals round on Saturday! WE WERE THRILLED! This year’s competition was 
so emotional it was overwhelming at times, every singer who crossed that stage felt the pride and relief of returning to 
our treasured tradition of gathering from all over the globe to share our music. 

On to the call-out on Saturday — “Eighth Place, Motor City Blend Chorus!” (I just got goosebumps writing that 
sentence.) Thank you so much for allowing us the great pleasure and privilege of representing wonderful Region 2. The 
outpouring of love and support we received from you before, during and after the competition lifted us up and gave 
flight to the performances we worked so hard to prepare. We are very grateful. We also love and thank our director, 
LeAnn Hazlett, who was a great teacher and inspiration in helping us achieve our goals. 

We were very proud and happy to be in the audience to cheer for the fabulous performance by Grand Traverse Show 
Chorus in the Harmony Classic contest Tuesday evening. Great job girls! And of course the darlings of our chorus, Girl 
Talk Quartet, who were awesome and finished in 16th place, we love you and are still bursting with pride. 

First Class Quartet, with Maria Christian on bass, was stunning and achieved a 10th place medal in the quartet finals on 
Friday! 

Region 2 showed up and left it all on stage! 

We are looking forward to seeing many of you at Region 2’s Fall Music School weekend in Dearborn. We are excited to 
share a performance with you, and enjoy the company of our Border Lakes Region 2 Sisters in Song. See you then!
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Motor City Blend Chorus In Phoenix

Border Lakes Region 2 Border Lights FALL 2022 Page  11B



NORTHERN BLEND CHORUS Prescott, Michigan ~~ Brenda Lester 

Northern Blend is beginning an exciting journey under 
the leadership of our new director, Sandy Salsbury. 
Sandy is relatively new to Michigan and to the world 

of barbershop, but she has a lifetime of musical 
experience and education. She earned a Music Education 
degree (K-12 vocal and instrumental) at Liberty 
University, and taught music in both public and private 
schools. 

We were able to initiate Sandy quickly this summer with 
two planned performances at local fairs. Then, the real 
test — camping with a group of us at Harrisville Harmony 
Weekend along with other Sweet Adelines from across 
Michigan. Yes folks, we're doing what we can to bring 
barbershop back to Harrisville over Labor Day Weekend! 
The Harrisville Mass Mess, as dubbed by none other than 
our own Linda Liddicoatt, enjoyed being together to sing 
around campfires and rehearse some songs to share with 
two local churches during their Sunday services. 

The highlight of the weekend for many of us was having 
the opportunity to sing for Michigan Supreme Court 
Justice, Richard Bernstein, when he stopped by 
Harrisville on a tour up the coast of the Sunrise Side. We 
couldn't have asked for a more thrilled, animated and captive audience than the Justice and his entourage. 
After the two songs we planned to sing, he kept asking for more. So we just kept on singin'! THAT'S why we 
love doing what we do! 

Northern Blend enjoys hosting Harrisville Harmony Weekend, and would love to have more of you join us 
next year! Now to begin refreshing Christmas music and buckling down on contest music. Onward & upward! 
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SEAWAY SOUNDS CHORUS Sarnia, Ontario ~~ Donna Sullivan 

We know it is a common lament this time of year, but where has the summer gone? The aroma of pumpkin spice 
is in the air. Halloween decorations are popping up and the leaves are a changing. Summer 2022 may be a 
fleeting memory, but we hope you have created many great ones. Here we would like to share a few from the 

Seaway Sounds Chorus. 

After weeks of rehearsals, the chorus took its annual summer break in July. Now refreshed, 
ready and eager to return, we gathered together for Seaway’s Summer Party. The skies were 
darkened by numerous rain clouds along with wind, lightning and thunder, but that did not 
deter the attendees. We moved into Le Garage and partied on. We ate, we sang, and we sang 
some more! The chorus was pleased to have in attendance some of our “retirees” Kelly, Robin, 
Denise and Jo. It is amazing how much of the rep these gals retained over the years. The 
harmony was great! 

In August, Seaway Sounds was invited to perform at Kenwick on the Lake along the shores of 
beautiful Lake Huron. It was a gorgeous day which accounted for many to be in attendance. 
We were joined by our special guest and talented local artist, Isabelle Bouffard. We could not 
have picked a more peaceful and serene setting to perform for our community. 

Seaway Sounds is currently in the midst of recruiting as we host our three-week A Cappella 
Boot Camp. We look forward to reporting, in our next article, the names and faces of new 
members to this wonderful hobby. We were ever so delighted to see one of our guests, Diane 
O’Neill, a past member, walk through our doors, ready to try a new part. How exciting for us! 

The results of the 2022 International convention in Phoenix are in. Seaway 
Sounds would like to congratulate all choruses and quartets, who had 
representation from Region 2. Making it to the International stage is quite an 
achievement in itself, and to finish in the top ten, as did Motor City Blend and 
First Class, is the icing on the cake! We are so proud of all who represented 
our region. 

So, my Iced Pumpkin Spice Caramel Macchiato is calling — hope to see you at 
regional weekend in Dearborn. Cheers! 
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SHORELINE SOUND CHORUS Royal Oak, Michigan ~~ Mary Linda Gauche 

A 
vacation 
in July? 

Away from our 
regularly 
scheduled, 

organized Tuesday rehearsals? I 
guess so! No, however, vacation 
away from practicing, singing 
and remembering! Our newly 
installed Shoreline officers, as 
of May, were hard at work (I’m 
sure) making plans for our next 
12 months and beyond. 
  Meanwhile, our own fabulous 
redhead, Brooke Harris, was 
counting the days till her 
wedding to Jonathan Woolf on 
July 23. And the heat just kept 

on blazing with no real 
relief in sight. 
   Our Sonnet, after 

attending Brooke and Jon’s 
wedding, headed to New 
Orleans and the Harmony 
University week of barbershop 
classes. She thoroughly enjoyed 
her stay, especially the 
spontaneous tagging! Thank you 
for attending and for bringing 
home some never old, valuable 
musical knowledge. We are 
enjoying Sonnet’s warmups and 
love her for helping to create 
enthusiasm! 
   Kudos to our Kristen Kinsey for 
her continued work fostering 
many kittens and adult cats and 
working endlessly to place them 
in loving homes. As of mid 
August, she had four little ones 
in her home, keeping her very 
busy. 
   The opening weekend of the 
Renaissance Festival came upon 
us August 20 and 21 with just a 
scant crew of our Shoreline 
members, but we luckily had 
help from Motor City Blend 
singers plus some fellows in City 
Lights. One of the favored pubs 
– Bloody Mary booth – never 
opened, so there was some 
reassigning of workers; and we 
made it through the first 

weekend TIRED but with flying 
colors! Second weekend the 
Bloody Mary FINALLY opened for 
business about 12:30 on 
Saturday with a productive day, 
leaving only six bottles of mix 
for Sunday. We were out by 11 
a.m. and almost closed for good 
until product showed up to 
make Mango Marys and 
Strawberry Daiquiris. Other pubs 
also ran out of many products!  
Our work is over, but sadly the 
Festival folk are still very 
unorganized and without 
direction! 
   Labor Day weekend means 
something traditional and 
special … a gathering of Sweet 
Adelines and fellow 
barbershoppers in Harrisville, 
along the beautiful shores of 
Lake Huron. Collage and other 
quartets entertained, as did 
Aria, who loved her very first 
campout! It was a huge WOW 
for her! 
   Our sincere congratulations to 
our Maria Christian, now on the 
2022 Barbershop Harmony 
Society Board of Directors. We 
applaud you, girlfriend, and 
know this is where you belong!  
Also, congratulations to our own 
Greta Somers as a 60-year 

member of Sweet 
Adelines. Our love to 
you Greta! While we are 
at CONGRATULATING … 
many heartfelt kudos to 

First Class quartet and to Motor 
City Blend Chorus … both for 
making it into the finals on 
Friday and Saturday, 
respectively.  
   Everyone on that Phoenix 
stage was a winner, and our 
huge congratulations to The 
Ladies (our newest Queens of 
Harmony) and to Rich-Tone 
Chorus (our first-place chorus)!  
It was such a feel good few days 
to again watch and revel in 
great barbershop. We missed all 

of this, BUT NOW WE ARE BACK 
AND GONNA STAY! 
   Our deep condolences and 
comfort to Judy Sirut in the 
passing of her husband Ed. He 
had been ill for some time and 
is now at peace and in no pain.  
We continue to pray for several 
of our sisters in harmony as they 
battle illnesses: Nancy Aird, 
Robbie Lariviere, Marylou 
Montpas, Jennifer Robinette, 
Darlene Zivojnovity and Sean 
Cherry, Becky’s son. We are 
united and caring, always. 
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Alberta’s Tally Rice

Aria
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Cindy, Leslie, Jan & Nancy in Harrisville
Becky & Aria in Harrisville

Newly installed officers

Guinness Pub 2022 Kristen’s foster kitties

Mr. & Mrs. Johnathan 
Brooke Woolfe

Shoreline Sound



Harrisville Harmony Weekend ~~ Submitted by Nancy Liedel 

If you like camping and singing and laughing and hanging 
out around a campfire, then Harrisville State Park is the 
place to be over Labor Day weekend! We're encouraging 

quartets and choruses to make plans for this weekend in 
2023! This weekend is returning to its former glory since 
the lock down and we need singers! There are 
opportunities to make money singing at the annual craft 
fair. You don't have to be a registered quartet. Many put 
themselves together when they get there! A few 
performances that had been canceled because of Covid 
will be returning next year. This is great fun! Don't believe 
me? Ask Collage Quartet! They had an absolute blast this 
past Labor Day!  

This year, along with Collage Quartet, many of us sang 
around the campgrounds, at the craft fair, and at two 
churches downtown for their Sunday morning services. We 
also did an impromptu concert for Michigan Supreme Court 
Justice Bernstien, who just happen to be passing through 
Harrisville! Thanks to Northern Blend Chorus for organizing the many events that take place over this weekend. Mostly 
for that great Thursday evening welcome party! Great food, great singing, great friends, and lots of laughs! We also got 
to welcome Northern Blend's new director, Sandy Salsbury. It was great to get to know her! Think about attending next 
year! It's a fabulous weekend of Barbershop and just enjoying each other's company! Hope to see you there! 
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Harrisville  
Harmony



GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS Traverse City, Michigan ~~ Sally McCoy 

I have to be 
one of the 
luckiest 

singers in 
Sweet 
Adelines, 
because my 
very first 
performance 
with my 
chorus was on 

the International Stage, in Las 
Vegas during 2017. I was told at the 
time that I should not expect to get 
to perform at International again, 
and that hundreds of chapters in 
our organization sing for decades 
and are never invited to enjoy this 
eminent honor. Yet, by some 
miracle of Fate, our chorus was 
allowed a second visit to the world 
convention, which we recently 
completed in Phoenix. I have since 
had the chance to reflect on the 
contrasts and commonalities of 
each trip. After pondering the 
wonderment of it all, I have 
delineated the following shared 
experiences of probably each and 
every International adventure that 
Sweet Adelines offers its members, 
annually, providing that they pass 
the rigorous tests that allow their 
chorus’s inclusion:   
  
PLACE - Every year we set up shop 
in a delightful city where Sweet 
Adelines take over the town. The 
locations are switched out every 
year and from what I understand, 
the areas chosen are desirable 
vacation destinations in each case. 
Our stay in Phoenix was warm and 
wonderful. Palm trees and warm 
evening breezes were exotic and 
created a completely different 
atmosphere from our usual 
northern Michigan climate. It is 
wonderful to see welcome signs on 
the city streets and marquees 
announcing the arrival of our 
organization. Walking around town 
it was usual to run into other 
singing sisters sporting their sparkly 
tee shirts and name tags on 
lanyards. Elevators in the hotels 
regularly transport chorus and 
quartet members, adding to the 
ongoing everyday fun. The sense of 
comradery within an urban paradise 
makes even a short walk to the 

convention center a friendly 
adventure. One may explore the 
many restaurants, museums, shops, 
churches and neighborhoods that 
surround our venue as a natural 
part of being housed within a 
different alien metropolis, year 
after year. Simply walking down the 
sidewalk is exciting! 

PERFORMANCE -  The thrill of 
strutting one’s stuff in front of a 
really LARGE audience is palpable! 
With seating for over 3,000 
spectators in any given year’s 
theatrical house, one’s sense of 
being in the spotlight expands 
exponentially! Live theater is 
always stimulating, but especially 
when giant equipment (including 
sports arena sized TV screens to 
show closeups and detail) trains its 
electric eyes upon your songs and 
choreography. One gets the sense 
of being famous and prominent, 
beyond the capability of singing on 
local stages and dancefloors. Until 
one enters onto a super HUGE stage 
and faces the lighting and 
microphones made to project onto 
hundreds and hundreds of eyeballs 
and ears, one has a relatively 
limited sense of stage presence. It 
can be intimidating, but singers are 
given the opportunity to acquaint 
themselves with “the pattern” 
first, to know what to expect. 
Everything is amplified at the 
stages of International 
competitions, including emotional 
responses like stagefright and 
adrenaline before and during the 
show — it is a most exhilarating 
circumstance that one never really 
gets over! 

PROXIMITY -  There is no place like 
the International Sweet Adelines 
Convention and Competition to put 
one into a situation where rubbing 
elbows with Barbershop Royalty is 
not only possible, but probable. 
Every member of every winning 
quartet over the years wears her 
crown throughout the week so it is 
easy to spot the top hitters from 
afar. Each year’s crown is specially 
designed and artistically displayed 
all of the days until they are placed 
on the victors’ heads at the Friday 
evening coronation ceremony when 

the champions are announced. 
Coaches come by rehearsal halls for 
heartfelt greetings and to hear the 
progress since past coaching 
sessions that occurred during the 
months leading up to choruses’ 
culminating presentation on stage. 
Our group, Grand Traverse Show 
Chorus, was honored to gobble up 
last-minute tips from three of our 
favorites: Kendra La Pointe, Kim 
Wonders and Jenn Cooke. Anyone 
who keeps track of “who’s who” in 
Sweet Adelines gets a golden 
opportunity to meet their idols and 
influencers in person. Witnessing 
greatness in sound is abundant and 
provides plenty of chances to be 
inspired by and emulate this 
organization’s most mighty players.
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS 
PLAY -  The bonds of friendship grow stronger through the 
uncommon experience of an entire week of song and 
sharing. At the end of the day (literally!) we are, all of us, 
on vacation. There is so much freedom and time between 
rehearsals, and for once we can relax and get to know each 
other on a whole different level than we can afford to take 
at home. Roommates, travel companions, explorers, and 
those who frolic together achieve a state of sisterhood that 
is more inhibited through meeting solely one evening per 
week during the regular chorus season. Our “lap pool” at 
the Sheraton Hotel sported many a chummy moment and 
became our unofficial clubhouse, though relatively few laps 
were actually practiced there. Sharing the International 
experience became an opportunity to get to know our Sweet 
Addie Daddies, as well. We were fortunate to have five 
spouses along for the ride, and what a sheer delight each 
one of them proved to be! Our prized president Nanette and 
her husband Todd took a hot air balloon ride overlooking a 
beautiful Phoenix dawn, and two couples amongst us took a 
side trip to the Grand Canyon. Pairs of singing sisters 
enjoyed a bus ride to the museum of musical instruments, 
and many gathered for dining experiences, notably at a 
restaurant called the Breakfast Bitch. We also indulged in 
some structured whimsey at our members-only gathering 
one morning. Each section, in turn, entertained the group 
with cute and memorable skits. We had a blast in Phoenix 
together! 

POLISHING - Our rehearsals took an advancing step in order 
to present ourselves appropriately on the World Stage. Every 
diphthong turn, every vowel match, every phrase ending, 
and every correctly-placed breath of every song was worked 
to the inth degree. Seldom is there the occasion in “real 
life” to strive for such a level of perfection as in preparing 
our International package. Exhausting as it can be at times, it undoubtedly creates a chorus cut from a higher grade of 
fabric. It expands our individual talent, it grows us into sustaining a superior sound over time, and it tempts Fate to 
give us more demanding challenges that we manage to achieve. It builds our chorus character to know that we are 
capable of greatness. We gain accountability as a group. We learn to lean into each other’s ability and it convinces us 
that we CAN harness the wind.  

PRAISE - Not to be discounted is the acknowledgement that naturally flows from excellence. We can feel that the 
audience loves us from behind the footlights. It is exhilarating! We happily accept avalanches of compliments from 
each other, from onlookers, from coaches, from family and friends, and most importantly, from our Master Director Jill 
A. Watson. Never has Jill allowed us to think we are anything less than worthy of honor and acclaim. International 
Competition gives Jill a platform to go overboard with telling each one of us how important we are to the whole, with 
gifts and written words and spoken tributes. She is never stingy in handing out kudos to us, individually and 
collectively, anytime during the year; Jill reaches new elevations of appreciation for us during International 
Competition week, and we love her for it.  

PRIVILEGE - We are so proud of our little chorus from a rural outpost and how competitive we are amongst the most 
prestigious and sophisticated city choruses across the globe. We are aware that not many others in Sweet Adelines get 
the opportunity to receive the whole treatment as we have, twice! Our thanks and gratitude to everyone in Region 2 
for supporting us and for sharing in our joy of the occasion. We hope that this extraordinary favor of performing at 
International is extended to you all, over the course of time. We encourage you to strive for it! It is fully worth the 
effort to get there. 
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GRAND TRAVERSE SHOW CHORUS 
PRAISE - Not to be discounted is the acknowledgement that 
naturally flows from excellence. We can feel that the 
audience loves us from behind the footlights. It is 
exhilarating! We happily accept avalanches of compliments 
from each other, from onlookers, from coaches, from family 
and friends, and most importantly, from our Master Director 
Jill A. Watson. Never has Jill allowed us to think we are 
anything less than worthy of honor and acclaim. International 
Competition gives Jill a platform to go overboard with telling 
each one of us how important we are to the whole, with gifts 
and written words and spoken tributes. She is never stingy in 
handing out kudos to us, individually and collectively, anytime 
during the year; Jill reaches new elevations of appreciation 
for us during International Competition week, and we love her 
for it.  

PRIVILEGE - We are so proud of our little chorus from a rural 
outpost and how competitive we are amongst the most 
prestigious and sophisticated city choruses across the globe. 
We are aware that not many others in Sweet Adelines get the 
opportunity to receive the whole treatment as we have, 
twice! Our thanks and gratitude to everyone in Region 2 for 
supporting us and for sharing in our joy of the occasion. We 
hope that this extraordinary favor of performing at 
International is extended to you all, over the course of time. 
We encourage you to strive for it! It is fully worth the effort 
to get there. 
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